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To: IPPC contact points     Date 22 December 2020 

 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
UPDATE ON UK DEPARTURE FROM EUROPEAN UNION (EU) 

CHANGES TO IMPORT REQUIREMENTS FOR PLANTS AND PLANT 

PRODUCTS FROM 1 JANUARY 2021 

On the 31 December 2020 the UK’s transition period with the EU comes to an end 

and I am writing to notify you of the phased import regime we are adopting for 

imports of plants and plant products from the EU (including Switzerland and 

Liechtenstein), and some changes to our phytosanitary import controls. These new 

measures apply to imports into Great Britain (GB) from 1 January 2021.  

The current risk based imports regime will be retained, which in future will focus on 
risks to GB.  A phased approach is being taken, to ensure that GB’s SPS regime 

remains appropriate to address the risks it faces. The 3 staged phased import 
regime for plants and plant products from the EU is as follows:  
 

 From 1 January, all ‘high priority’ plants and plants products must have a 

phytosanitary certificate and pre-notification. These will be subject to physical 
and identity checks that will occur at place of destination (POD). 
 

 From April 2021, all regulated plants and plant products must have a 
phytosanitary certificate and pre-notification. Physical checks will still only be 
required on EU high priority goods at PODs.  

 
 From July 2021, the number of physical and identity checks on regulated 

plants and plant products will increase, and these checks will move to Border 
Control Posts (BCPs).   

  
A list of high priority and regulated plants and plant products is available at gov.uk. 

For further guidance on the phased import regime and checks please view the 
updated Border Operating Model. 
 

http://www.gov.uk/defra
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-and-exporting-plants-and-plant-products-from-1-january-2021
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/925140/BordersOpModel.pdf


The changes being made to the phytosanitary import controls are based on the 

principles set out in the WTO-SPS Agreement and full details can be found at:  

 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1527/contents/made 

 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1482/contents/made 

Further details and can be found in annex 1 to this letter. 

These changes only apply to imports into Great Britain (England, Wales and 

Scotland).  There will be no changes to how goods are moved into Northern Ireland 

from Member States. 

Northern Ireland remains within in the European Union’s (EU) Sanitary and 

Phytosanitary (SPS) area, so EU import requirements will continue to apply to 

imports of regulated commodities from third countries into Northern Ireland. 

The IT systems used to facilitate the pre-notification of imports of plants and other 

regulated articles will be changing, moving from the current PEACH system to a new 

service. However, trade should continue to use the existing system until they are 

directed to register for the new service. The timing and sequencing of this migration 

will ensure a smooth and orderly transfer between systems and will allow sufficient 

time for exporters to become familiar with the new service. Technical support will be 

available during, and after migration. For any direct imports to Scotland, importers 

should continue to notify the Scottish Government until the new GB wide IT system 

is rolled out. 

Further details on the UK’s phytosanitary import controls will be available on the 

United Kingdom's IPP portal. 

Any questions regarding this letter or the changes being made should be directed to 

the UK’s IPPC official contact point via UKNPPO@defra.gov.uk. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 
 
Professor Nicola Spence  

UK Chief Plant Health Officer  
nicola.spence@defra.gov.uk

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1527/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1482/contents/made
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/plant_health_biosecurity/legislation/new_eu_rules_en
https://www.ippc.int/en/countries/united-kingdom/
mailto:UKNPPO@defra.gov.uk
mailto:nicola.spence@defra.gov.uk




Annex 1: Technical changes which have been made to GB legislation 

How GB legislation is being amended 

GB requirements, from 1st Jan 2021, are described in the retained EU law. For plant health, this retained EU law is the EU Plant Health 

Regulation (and its associated tertiary legislation) as it stands on 31st Dec 2020 and as amended by The Plant Health (Amendment etc.) (EU 

Exit) Regulations 2020 and The Plant Health (Phytosanitary Conditions) (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2020. Jointly, these instruments 

create the retained EU law applicable to plant health.  

GB requirements are no longer set out in the EU PCR, they have all been captured in The Plant Health (Phytosanitary Conditions) 
(Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2020.  All references to schedules in the following table are to the schedules in this piece of legislation. 
 

Note: an error has been identified in the potato cyst nematode requirements in Schedule 7A point 20 (seed potatoes), point 22 (ware potatoes), 

point 31 (capsicum etc.), point 32 (leeks etc.) and point 33 (bulbs etc.) , creating an unintentional impression that requirements have been 

strengthened. 

For imports from EU Member States the intention is to remain as close as possible to the requirements in Annex VIII of the Phytosanitary 

Conditions Regulation but a reference to Union law is no longer possible, hence the reference to an appropriate EPPO standard. The 

expectation is that seed potatoes, ware potatoes and the other plants for planting which have requirements relating to PCN should meet the 

same standards as is set out in Directive 2007/33/EC. These points will be amended in subsequent updates of the GB plant health legislation. 

However, until then we will accept seed potatoes, ware potatoes and the other plants for planting referred to in the points listed abo ve (in 

relation to the relevant options, where the EPPO Standard is referred to) which meet the following requirement in relation to PCN: 

Originate in a site of production where the procedures to combat Globodera pallida (Stone) Behrens and Globodera rostochiensis 

(Wollenweber) Behrens set out in EPPO PM 9/26 have been implemented 

 

 

 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1482/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1482/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1527/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1527/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1527/contents/made


EU Quarantine pests which are present in the EU but absent from GB  

Pests Commodities with specific 
requirements 

Points in legislation and third countries affected by the changes 

Clavibacter sepedonicus   Plants for planting with roots, grown 
in open air 
 
Tubers of Solanum tuberosum L., for 
planting 
 
Tubers of Solanum tuberosum L 
(other than those for planting) 
 
Tubers of Solanum tuberosum L. 
 
 
Tubers of Solanum tuberosum L.** 

Schedule 7 part A point 4 
(Any third country) 
 
Schedule 7 part A point 20 
(EU Member States, Liechtenstein and Switzerland)* 
 
Schedule 7 part A point 22 
(EU Member States, Liechtenstein and Switzerland)* 
 
Schedule 7 part A point 25 
(Poland) 
 
Schedule 7 part A point 26 
(Any third country) 

Xylella fastidiosa Host list to be published online Schedule 7 part B point 2 
(Any third country where Xylella fastidiosa (Wells et al.) is known not 
to be present, other than EU Member States, Liechtenstein and 
Switzerland) 
Schedule 7 part B point 3 
(Any third country where Xylella fastidiosa (Wells et al.) is known to be 
present, other than EU Member States, Liechtenstein and 
Switzerland) 
Schedule 7 part B point 4 
(EU Member States, Liechtenstein and Switzerland) 
Schedule 7 part B point 5 
(EU Member States, Liechtenstein and Switzerland) 



Ceratocystis platani  Machinery and vehicles which have 
been operated for agricultural or 
forestry purposes 
 
Plants for planting, other than seeds, 
of Platanus L. 
 
 
Wood of Platanus L. 

Schedule 7 part A point 3 
(EU Member States, Liechtenstein and Switzerland)*** 
 
 
Schedule 7 part A point 61 
(Albania, Armenia, EU Member States, Switzerland, Turkey and the 
USA) 
 
 
Schedule 7 part A point 135 
(Albania, Armenia, EU Member States, Switzerland, Turkey and the 
USA) 

Fusarium circinatum   Plants of Pinus L. or Pseudotsuga 
menziesii (Mirbel) Franco 
 
 
Wood of conifers (Pinales) 
 
 
 
Isolated bark of conifers (Pinales) 

Schedule 7 part A point 56 
(Any third country where Fusarium circinatum Nirenberg & O’Donnell 
is known to occur) 
 
Schedule 7 part A point 116 
(Any third country, other than those EU Member States where 
Fusarium circinatum Nirenberg & O’Donnell is known not to occur)**** 
 
Schedule 7 part A point 119 
(Any third country, other than those EU Member States where 
Fusarium circinatum Nirenberg & O’Donnell is known not to occur)**** 

Geosmithia morbida  Plants for planting, other than seeds, 
of Juglans L. and Pterocarya Kunth 
 
Wood of Juglans L. and Pterocarya 
Kunth, 
 
Isolated bark and wood of Juglans L. 
and Pterocarya Kunth 

Schedule 7 part A point 59 
(EU Member States and the USA) 
 
Schedule 7 part A point 120 
(EU Member States and the USA) 
 
Schedule 7 part A point 121 
(EU Member States and the USA) 

Aleurocanthus spiniferus   No specific requirements n/a 
Anoplophora chinensis   Plants for planting, as listed in 

legislation 
Schedule 7 part A point 66 
(China) 
Schedule 7 part A point 67 



(Any third country, other than China, where Anoplophora chinensis 
(Forster) is known to occur) 

Aromia bungii   Plants for planting, other than seeds, 
of Prunus L. 
 
 
 
Wood of Prunus L 

Schedule 7 part A point 80 
(EU Member States other than any EU Member State where Aromia 
bungii (Faldermann) is known not to occur and any other third country 
where Aromia bungii (Faldermann) is known to occur) 
 
Schedule 7 part A point 140 
Schedule 7 part A point 141 
(China, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Mongolia, Japan, 
Republic of Korea, Vietnam and EU Member States other than any EU 
Member State where Aromia bungii (Faldermann) is known not to 
occur) 

Pityophthorus juglandis   Plants for planting, other than seeds, 
of Juglans L. and Pterocarya Kunth 
 
Wood of Juglans L. and Pterocarya 
Kunth, 
 
Isolated bark and wood of Juglans L. 
and Pterocarya Kunth 

Schedule 7 part A point 59 
(EU Member States and the USA) 
 
Schedule 7 part A point 120 
(EU Member States and the USA) 
 
Schedule 7 part A point 121 
(EU Member States and the USA) 

Meloidogyne chitwoodi   Tubers of Solanum tuberosum L., for 
planting 

Schedule 7 part A point 20 
(EU Member States, Liechtenstein and Switzerland) 

Grapevine flavescence 
dorée phytoplasma   

Plants for planting, other than seeds, 
of Vitis L.***** 

Schedule 7 part A point 87 
(EU Member States, Liechtenstein and Switzerland) 

Tomato leaf curl New Delhi 
virus  

Plants for planting, other than 
dormant plants, plants in tissue 
culture, seeds, bulbs, tubers, corms 
and rhizomes 
 
Plants for planting, other than seeds, 
of Cucurbitaceae and Solanaceae 

Schedule 7 part A point 8 
(Any third country where pest is known to occur) 
 
 
Schedule 7 part A point 9 
(Any third country) 
 

*Import of Solanum tuberosum plants for planting (seed potatoes) into GB are prohibited from all third countries other than EU Member  
States, Liechtenstein and Switzerland 
**Import of Solanum tuberosum not for plants for planting (ware potatoes) into GB are prohibited from all third countries other than Algeria, 



Bosnia and Herzegovina, Egypt, EU Member States, Israel, Libya, Liechtenstein, Morocco, Serbia, Syria, Switzerland, Tunisia a nd Turkey 
*** Requirements for Machinery etc. for other third countries are set out in Schedule 7 part A point 2, these do not refer specifically to C. 
platani 
**** Error in the wording of the legislation, this is how it should be. 
***** Import of Vitis plants for planting into GB is prohibited from all third countries other than EU Members States, Liechtenstein and 
Switzerland 
 

 

 

Pests with EU Emergency decisions (other than pests listed in Annexes II A or B of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 

2019/2072) 

Pest Commodities with specific 
requirements 

Points in legislation and third countries affected by the changes 

Pseudomonas syringae 
pv. actinidiae 

Live pollen of Actinidia Lindl. or plants 
for planting, other than seeds, of 
Actinidia Lindl.,   

Schedule 7 part A point 71 
(Any third country) 

Epitrix cucumeris   
 

Tubers of Solanum tuberosum L Schedule 7 part A point 23* 
(Third countries where Epitrix cucumeris (Harris), Epitrix papa Orlova-
Bienkowskaja, Epitrix subcrinita (Leconte) or Epitrix tuberis Gentner is 
known to be present) 

Epitrix papa  
 

Tubers of Solanum tuberosum L Schedule 7 part A point 23* 
(Third countries where Epitrix cucumeris (Harris), Epitrix papa Orlova-
Bienkowskaja, Epitrix subcrinita (Leconte) or Epitrix tuberis Gentner is 
known to be present) 

Epitrix subcrinita  
 

Tubers of Solanum tuberosum L Schedule 7 part A point 23* 
(Third countries where Epitrix cucumeris (Harris), Epitrix papa Orlova-
Bienkowskaja, Epitrix subcrinita (Leconte) or Epitrix tuberis Gentner is 
known to be present) 

Epitrix tuberis Tubers of Solanum tuberosum L Schedule 7 part A point 23* 
(Third countries where Epitrix cucumeris (Harris), Epitrix papa Orlova-
Bienkowskaja, Epitrix subcrinita (Leconte) or Epitrix tuberis Gentner is 



known to be present) 
Rose Rosette virus   Plants, other than seeds and plants in 

tissue culture, of Rosa spp., L. 
 
Plants, of Rosa spp. L. in tissue culture 

Schedule 7 part A point 88 
(Canada, India, Mexico and the USA) 
 
Schedule 7 part A point 89  
(Canada, India, Mexico and the USA) 

Phyllocoptes fructiphilus   Plants, other than seeds and plants in 
tissue culture, of Rosa spp., L. 

Schedule 7 part A point 88 
(Canada, India, Mexico and the USA) 

Phytophthora ramorum 
ramorum (European 
isolates) 

Plants for planting, other than seeds, of 
Viburnum spp. L., Camellia spp. L. or 
Rhododendron spp. L., other than 
Rhododendron simsii Planch 

Schedule 7 part B point 1** 
(EU Member States, Liechtenstein and Switzerland)*** 

Tomato brown rugose fruit 
virus 

Seeds of Solanum lycopersicum L. and 
Capsicum spp., intended for planting 
 
Plants for planting of Solanum 
lycopersicum L. and Capsicum spp. 

Schedule 7 part B point 6**** 
(Any third country) 
 
Schedule 7 part B point 7**** 
(Any third country) 

* Note additional requirements for potatoes from Spain other than the Balearic Islands in Schedule 7 part A point 24 which relate to the risk of 
Epitrix spp. 
**Requirements for GB internal movement in Schedule 8 part B point 1 
*** Note P. ramorum requirements for USA 
 
 
Phytophthora ramorum 
ramorum (Non-European 
isolates) 

Plants, other than fruit and seeds, of 
plants listed in the legislation 

Schedule 7 part A point 65 
(The USA) 

****Requirements for GB internal movement in Schedule 8 part B point 2 and 3 

 

 

 

 



Pests deregulated by the EU which have been reinstated as Quarantine Pests for GB  

Pest Commodities with specific requirements Points in legislation and third countries affected 
by the changes 

Circulifer tenellus   No specific requirements n/a 
Helicoverpa armigera   Plants for planting, other than seeds, of 

Chrysanthemum, Dianthus and Pelargonium  
Schedule 7 part A point 38 
(Any third country) 

Helicoverpa assulta   No specific requirements n/a 

Liriomyza huidobrensis   Plants of herbaceous species for planting, other than 
bulbs, corms, plants of the family Gramineae, rhizomes, 
seeds, tubers 

Schedule 7 part A point 40 
(Any third country) 

Liriomyza trifolii   Plants of herbaceous species for planting, other than 
bulbs, corms, plants of the family Gramineae, rhizomes, 
seeds, tubers 

Schedule 7 part A point 40 
(Any third country) 

Spodoptera littoralis   Plants for planting, other than seeds, of 
Chrysanthemum, Dianthus and Pelargonium 

Schedule 7 part A point 38 
(Any third country) 

 

EU Regulated non-Quarantine pests which have been classified as GB Quarantine pest due to them being absent from GB 

Pest Commodities with specific requirements Points in legislation 
Pseudomonas syringae 
pv. persicae 

Plants for planting, other than seeds, of Prunus persica 
(L.) Batsch and Prunus salicina Lindley 

Schedule 7 part A point 78 
(Any third country) 

Xylophilus ampelinus   Plants for planting, other than seeds, of Vitis L.* Schedule 7 part A point 86 
(EU Member States, Liechtenstein and Switzerland) 

Diaporthe vaccinii   Plants for planting, other than seeds, of Vaccinium L. Schedule 7 part A point 85 
(Any third country) 

Dothistroma pini   Plants for planting, other than seeds, of Pinus L. Schedule 7 part A point 58 
(Any third country) 

Lecanosticta acicola Plants for planting, other than seeds, of Pinus L. Schedule 7 part A point 58 
(Any third country) 

Aphelenchoides 
besseyi   

Plants for planting, other than seeds, of Fragaria L. Schedule 7 part A point 84 
(Any third country where Aphelenchoides besseyi 
Christie is known to occur) 

Blueberry scorch virus   No specific requirements n/a 



Blueberry shoestring 
virus   

No specific requirements n/a 

Candidatus 
Phytoplasma ‘mali’   

Plants for planting, other than seeds, of Malus Mill Schedule 7 part A point 74 
(Any third country where Candidatus Phytoplasma 
‘mali’ Seemüller & Schneider is known to occur) 

Candidatus 
Phytoplasma ‘pruni’   

Plants for planting, other than seeds, of Prunus L. Schedule 7 part A point 76 
(Any third country) 

Candidatus 
Phytoplasma ‘solani’   

Plants for planting, other than seeds, of Fragaria L., 
Lavandula L., Solanaceae, Vitis L. and Vaccinium L. 

Schedule 7 part A point 28 
(Any third country) 

Strawberry vein 
banding virus   

Plants for planting, other than seeds, of Fragaria L. Schedule 7 part A point 82 
(Any third country where Strawberry vein banding 
virus is known to occur) 

*Import of Vitis plants for planting into GB is prohibited from all third countries other than EU Members States, Liechtenstein and 
Switzerland 

 

EU Union Quarantine pests which have been classified as GB Regulated Non-Quarantine Pests (RNQP) due to them being present in 

GB 

Pest Commodities with specific requirements Points in legislation 
Tomato ringspot virus Plants for planting, other than seeds, of Pelargonium x 

hortorum, Prunus L. and Rubus L. 
Prunus L. and Malus L. 

Schedule 5 part C 

Meloidogyne fallax Plants for planting, other than seeds of Solanum 
tuberosum L.* 

Schedule 5 part F 

*Import of Solanum tuberosum plants for planting (seed potatoes) into GB are prohibited from all third countries other than EU Members 
States, Liechtenstein and Switzerland 

 

 

 

 



New GB Regulated Non-Quarantine Pests (RNQP) 

Pest Commodities with specific requirements Points in legislation 

Phytophthora 
austrocedri   

Plants for planting, other than seeds, of Chamaecyparis 
lawsoniana (Murr.) Parl., Chamaecyparis nootkatensis 
(D.Don) Sudw./(Lamb.) Spach, Cupressus 
sempervirens var. sempervirens L., Juniperus 
communis ssp. communis L. and Libocedrus chilensis 
(D.Don) Endl. 

Schedule 5 part C 

Phytophthora lateralis   Plants for planting, other than seeds, of Chamaecyparis 
formosensis Matsum., Chamaecyparis lawsoniana 
(Murr.) Parl., Chamaecyparis obtusa Sieb. & Zucc. ex 
Endl., Chamaecyparis pisifera Sieb. & Zucc. ex Endl., 
Taxus brevifolia Nutt. and Thuja occidentalis L. 

Schedule 5 part C 

 

EU Union Quarantine pests which have been deregulated by GB 

Pest  
Candidatus Liberibacter africanus  Aleurocanthus citriperdus  

Candidatus Liberibacter americanus Aleurocanthus woglumi 
Candidatus Liberibacter asiaticus  Amauromyza maculosa 

Xanthomonas oryzae pv. oryzae  Anomala orientalis 
Xanthomonas oryzae pv. oryzicola  Diaphorina citri  

Xanthomonas citri pv. aurantifolii  Anthonomus grandis 
Xanthomonas citri pv. citri Hishimonus phycitis 
Elsinoë australis  Tephritidae (non-European) 

Elsinoë citricola Toxoptera citricida   
Elsinoë fawcettii Coconut cadang-cadang viroid 

Phyllosticta citricarpa  Citrus tristeza virus (non-EU isolates) 
Pseudocercospora angolensis  Citrus leprosis viruses 

Unaspis citri Satsuma dwarf virus 
Venturia nashicola  
 



GB provisional quarantine pests 

These pests do not have any specific import requirements (except for Phytophthora ramorum (European isolates)) but have been identified as 

pests which have been assessed under retained law as potentially meeting the requirements to be a Quarantine pest and therefore if they are 

identified on imports action will be taken. 

Fungi and oomycetes Insect and mites Viruses, viroids and phytoplasmas 

Alternaria mali  Agrilus fleischeri Apple dimple fruit viroid 
Heterobasidion irregulare Agrilus bilineatus Citrus exocortis viroid 

Neocosmospora euwallaceae  Ceratothripoides brunneus Columnea latent viroid 
Phytophthora kernoviae  Ceratothripoides claratris Pepper chat fruit viroid 

Phytophthora ramorum (European isolates)  Euwallacea fornicatus senso lato Tomato chlorosis virus 
Thekopsora minima Neocerambyx raddei Tomato infectious chlorosis virus 
 Platynota stultana Tomato planta macho viroid 

 Prodiplosis longifila Tomato torrado virus 
 Scaphoideus luteolus Tomato yellow leaf curl Sardinia virus 

 Scaphoideus titanus Tomato yellow leaf curl virus 
 Scolytus morawitzi  

 Tetranychus evansi  
 Thaumetopoea pinivora  
 Trialeurodes abutiloneus  

 Toumeyella parvicornis  
 Xyleborus glabratus  

 Xylotrechus spp  
 

 

 

 

 

 



Products which have been deregulated 

Commodity Third countries affected by the changes 

Fruits of Ananas comosus (L.) Merrill* All Third Countries 
Fruits of Actinidia sp. Lindl All Third Countries 

Fruits of Cocos nucifera L.* All Third Countries 
Fruit and leaves of Citrus sp. L. All Third Countries 
Fruit of Fortunella sp. Swingle All Third Countries 

Fruit of Poncirus L. Raf All Third Countries 
Fruit of Diospyros sp. L. All Third Countries 

Fruits of Durio zibethinus Murray* All Third Countries 
Fruits (bolls) of Gossypium spp. All Third Countries 

Grain of Oryza spp. L. All Third Countries 
Leaves of Murraya spp. All Third Countries 

Fruits of Musa* All Third Countries 
Fruits of Mangifera sp. L. All Third Countries 
Fruits of Phoenix dactylifera L.* All Third Countries 

Fruits of Passiflora sp. L All Third Countries 
Fruits of Psidium sp. All Third Countries 

* These commodities have already been deregulated.  
 

Other changes 

Begomoviruses – there are no exclusions as there are no Begomoviruses in GB 

Monochamus sp. – included all Monochamus sp. not just non-European as there are no Monochamus sp. in the UK 
Bemisia tabaci – no difference in requirements between European and non-European population. 
No RNQPs in relation to cereal pests as all EU RNQPs for cereal relate to rice which is not produced in GB 

 

 

 


