INDIA – ISSUING OF EPHYTO CERTIFICATES
National Plant Protection Organization (NPPO), India under the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare has initiated the process of issuing E-phyto certificates (Digitally Signed Phytosanitary Certificates) to all export of agricultural commodities from June 15th, 2017. This certificate replaces the earlier version of physical phyto-sanitary certificates issued manually to exporters.  These Phytosanitary Certificates are digitally signed by authorized officers through the online Plant Quarantine Information Service (PQIS) of India.

A separate and unique Window is created in the PQIS website (http://plantquarantineindia.nic.in) to enable the NPPO of each of the importing country wherein the respective NPPOs were provided with an unique User ID and the Password through Email.  The Password can be changed by the respective NPPO on their first or subsequent login. Through this window the E-phyto certificates issued to that particular country can be downloaded and printed.  
India being a proactive contracting party of IPPC, always strives to do its best in safeguarding the biodiversities of its trading partners together with facilitating the trade with ease, transparency and in timely manner.  This procedure also saves substantial amount of time and resources of all stakeholders.  The process is easy to access, quick and environment friendly.  The processes prior to issue of such certificates remain the same i.e. adoption of appropriate Phytosanitary measures before issuing the Certificates.  It is further assured that the procedure adopted by India is foolproof and has appropriate and tamper proof security features.

India appeals to all contracting parties of IPPC to welcome this move and support whole heartedly.   The adoption of this procedure has no bearing on the future of E-phyto solutions that may be duly approved by the IPPC, based on the findings and ongoing consultations of Expert Working Group.
India will provide all its assistance in clarifying the doubts and objections, if any, of the contracting parties and can be contacted at jspp-dac@gov.in  or raja.sr@nic.in.
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