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Establishment of Electronic Phytosanitary Certification System in Samoa 
The Samoa Quarantine Service (SQS) of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries with funding from the Department of Agriculture and Water Resources (DAWR), Australia held a Stakeholders Awareness Session for the implementation of the electronic phytosanitary system (ePhyto) in Samoa, on the 6th April 2017 at the Sheraton Samoa Aggie Grey’s Hotel and Bungalows.

Samoa is planning to implement ePhyto with the aim of regulating and facilitating international trade of plants and plant products that would provide substantial benefits to business processes associated with SQS and its stakeholders.
The ePhyto project is an initiative of the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) to assist developing countries to implement Generic ePhyto National System (GeNS) for the exchange of phytosanitary certificates. GeNS will connect to a single-point exchange mechanism called the Hub to allow countries without a National system to exchange certificates in a secure platform. 
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Dr. Chin Karunaratne, Senior Project Scientist (ePhyto), Business Systems Program, Plant Export Operations of the Department of Agriculture in Australia
The IPPC conducted a global survey to assess countries for implementing ePhyto and Samoa had been selected for piloting this system assisted by the DAWR, as the Chair of the Asia Pacific Plant Protection Commission (APPPC). Based on the global survey conducted by the IPPC, five countries (Egypt; Ghana; Guatemala; Samoa and Sri Lanka) have been selected to participate in the pilot using GeNS, with Samoa being the only partner country in the Pacific Plant Protection Organisation (PPPO). Furthermore, ten countries (Australia; Chile; China; Kenya; The Republic of Korea; The Netherlands; New Zealand; USA, Ecuador and Argentina) have confirmed their willingness to participate in piloting the Hub with their existing National systems.

Participants from various government ministries, exporters and importers as well as border agencies, were presented with the overview of ePhyto system, GeNS development, Global Hub and its benefits to Samoa.

The pilot stage will determine the potential of Samoa to move on to GeNS using a paperless system, which would facilitate global electronic Phytosanitary exchange.
As Samoa is the only country in the Pacific selected for ePhyto implementation, this would be a major milestone for trade facilitation in the region.
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