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Introduction

Following the Maputo Declaration (4-8 July, 2003) and the resolutions of the 21th General Assembly in Dakar (Senegal, 2004), the organizational structure of the Inter-African Phytosanitary Council of the African Union (AU-IAPSC) includes, among other bodies, a Steering Committee (CP) consisting of the African Union Commission (AUC), Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and observers. The Steering Committee is responsible for reviewing IAPSC’s activity reports and its action plan and helps define the broad guidelines based on the needs of member countries. It meets every year.
As a prelude to the 24th General Assembly, IAPSC’s 5th Steering Committee meeting was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 25 to 26 April 2011, at the Conference Centre of the United Nations’ Economic Commission for Africa.
I-Opening Ceremony
Two speeches marked the ceremony:
• The Director of IAPSC, Dr. Jean Gerard MEZUI M’ELLA, who seized this opportunity to thank all who responded positively to his invitation in spite of time constraints. He regretted the usual absence of most of the RECs despite extensive measures taken by the IAPSC for their effective participation. He then requested the specialized agencies, experts and observers to fill that vacuum.
• The second speech was the opening address by the Director of the Department of Rural Economy and Agriculture (DREA), Dr. Abebe Haile Gabriel, who, after welcoming the participants, also regretted the absence of RECs at this important gathering. He also thanked all those who were willing to travel to Addis Ababa for the meeting. He also thanked the United Nations’ Economic Commission for Africa for the facilities granted to the IAPSC. Finally, he congratulated the Director of the IAPSC and his staff for their efforts towards the success of the meeting.

In his speech, the Director of DREA recalled the strategic role played by IAPSC in solving pest problems in Africa. He appealed to the wisdom of the participants so that relevant and appropriate resolutions are reached by the end of the meeting, before declaring open the 5th meeting of the Steering Committee of the ICC.
II- Election of the bureau and adoption of the agenda
A)The elected bureau of the Steering Committee was as follows:
- President: Bather KONE, Representing the Department of Human Resources, Science and Technology.
- Vice-President: Dr. Mohamed Ismail, Representative of the Arab Maghreb Union (UMA);
- Rapporteur: Prof.. Edward Tafah Edokat, Vice Rector for Research and Cooperation at the University of Dschang, Cameroon, speaking as an expert
- And the IAPSC at the Secretariat.
B) Adoption of the agenda
• The agenda was adopted with amendments by the participants (see Annex I).
III-Reporting on IAPSC’s budget programs 
After recalling the recommendations of the 4th Steering Committee held in Algiers in 2010, the Director of the IAPSC introduced the four sections of his office, namely, Entomology, Plant Pathology, Finance and Administration, and Documentation, Information and Communication. He then introduced the report of activities for 2010 and the 2011-2012 Budget programs as approved by the African Union Commission (AUC).

3.1-Presentation of the 2010 activities report

This report was presented by Dr. Abdel Fattah AMER Mabrouk, Senior Scientific Secretary-Entomology. The five following activities were implemented in 2010:
1 - Control of the phenomenon of transboundary pests in Africa: the case of grain-eating birds (Quelea Sp) Phase II;
2 - Meeting and Training Workshop for the reclassification and improving Integrated Pest Management against fruit fly in Eastern and Southern Africa;
3 - Strengthening of continental initiatives for protection of cassava against major diseases ;
4 - Updating the spatial and temporal analysis of pests in West Africa (Phase II);
5 - Harmonization of pesticide registration in North Africa. This activity has not been fully implemented due to late release of funds.
3.2-Presentation of the 2011-2012  program of activities.
The program presented by Prof. Jean Baptiste BAHAMA, Senior Scientific Secretary-Phytopathology, is in perfect alignment with the recommendations of the past statutory meetings (23rd General Assembly and 4th Steering Committee) and includes seven activity areas approved by the AUC. These fields are mainly focused on strengthening Plant Protection systems and Phytosanitary Capacity. They are:
• Updated lists of pests in Africa;
• Compliance of Member States with sanitary and phytosanitary standards;
• Capacity building for new invasive species control;
• Strengthening capacity to implement the framework on biosafety and the exchange of germplasm;
• Improving information on taxonomy of fruit flies and integrated approach for their control;
• Harmonization of pesticide registration in Africa;
• Strengthening grasshopers control.
He also presented IAPSC’s activities which will be implemented jointly with partners including:
FAO:
• Lethal Yellowing of coconut in Africa;
• Phytosanitary capacity building in Central Africa;
• Strengthening  IAPSC’s operational capacity .
STDF and CABI for:
• African phytosanitary capacity building strategy.
PANSPSO (EU-ACP) to:
• Pan African consultation on draft International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures.
Documentation Section, Information and Communication support these activities by:
• Producing quarterly phytosanitary information news bulletins;
• Publication of reports and minutes of various meetings, workshops and seminars;
• Administration of IAPSC’s website (http / / www.au-iapsc.org)
3.3. Discussions
Both presentations were followed by discussions that focused on the following:
• Gaps in pest risk analysis, identification and taxonomy of insects, the African position in relation to Living Modified Organisms and dissemination of information gathered during the execution of IAPSC’s activities;
• The criteria for selection of Centres of Phytosanitary Excellence in Africa;
• What IAPSC intends to provide after NPPO capacity building phase;
• The use of data gathered from programs of the various stakeholders on the African continent (e.g. work on Striga, mealybug and fruit fly by SAFGRAD);
• The identification of a panel of African experts in all matters relating to plant health information and its dissemination to Member States through the NPPO, IAPSC’s website and the International Phytosanitary Portal;
• The timely availability of funds for the execution of approved programs.
3.4. Adoption of the report of activities and programs
After a consensus on the above points, the Steering Committee adopted IAPSC’s report of activities for 2010 and 2011-2012 budget program.
IV- Observers’ Presentations 
Two themes were the subject of presentations by the observers, namely Phytosanitary Training and research by the University of Dschang (Cameroon) and Pests Diagnosis by IITA.
The first topic on Phytosanitary Training and research was presented by Prof. Edward Tafah Edokat, Vice Rector for Research and Cooperation at the University of Dschang, Cameroon. He pointed out that the University of Dschang provides training for African experts of high level (MSc, PhD) in different disciplines of plant protection such as plant pathology, entomology, weed science and crop protection. It also provides refresher courses on specific aspects.
The second presentation on the diagnosis of pests was made by Dr. Lava Kumar of IITA. He dwelt on the principles of diagnosis, its tools, the commitments required for the sustainability of laboratory diagnostics, the global information system for the distribution maps of pests and the choice of diagnostics methods based on needs. He also expressed the readiness of IITA to provide training and capacity building for NPPO on country demand. He also introduced the website www.idia.iita.org implemented by IITA to facilitate access to information about the diagnosis of pests of plants and plant products.
V- Recommendations

At the end of the 5th Steering Committee meeting, the following recommendations were arrived at:

1-IAPSC should create partnerships with institutions working in the Plant Protection domain in Africa, and ease contacts between the latter and member countries. Likewise, countries through National Plant Protection Organizations (NPPOs) should supply IAPSC on a regular basis with information on ongoing initiatives in their respective countries;

2- Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and IAPSC should work hand in hand to resolve plant protection problems in their respective subregions;

3- In view of effective participation of regions in IAPSC's Steering Committee meetings, it would be appropriate to open it to the representatives of the countries presiding over RECs for that particular year;
4. Reinforce partnerships between IAPSC-member countries-partners as regards diagnostics and risk analysis, with recognition for the regional Research and Development Institutions;
5. Establish synergies with African Union's technical offices present in the regions.

6. Develop member countries' capacities in pests’ diagnostics;

7. IAPSC should provide strategic direction to member countries and RECs on plant protection and coordinate implementation of plant protection strategies in Africa. 

8. IAPSC should anticipate emerging challenges like climate change through prospective studies and develop countries' capacities accordingly;

9. IAPSC should ensure effective implementation of the Centres of Phytosanitary Excellence for each region for pesticides quality control (active ingredient analysis), and for taxonomy and pesticides residue analysis respectively. 

10. Request IAPSC to continue the process of identification of institutions as Centres of Excellence in phytosanitary training for each region;

11. Request AUC to take into account IAPSC's statutory meetings schedule as spelt out in the 2003 Maputo resolutions.

VI- Closing Ceremony
IAPSC’s Steering Committee closing ceremony  had two points. First the reading of the Steering Committee report and the closing speech of the Director of DREA, Dr. Abebe Haile Gabriel. In his speech, he thanked all participants for their total commitment during the meeting and the quality of work done. He urged the African community to a more sustained awareness in relation to plant health problems. He then revealed the extent of post-harvest losses ranging from about 15 to 40% and for which special attention should be paid. Africa is characterized by extra / intra-African agricultural products low levels of trade. Its imports of agricultural products amount to 30 billion U.S. dollars against 17 billion for exports; he said. 
He also asked that the strategic technical offices of DERA should now be aligned to the four pillars of CAADP, which, far from being a program, is a tool for Africa's Development through Agriculture. The development of Africa will be achieved through a mastery of its agriculture, he stressed. Thus the Department he is in charge will spare no effort to put the necessary resources at the service of IAPSC to enable it carry out its mandate and important missions.
However, given the current dispensation, and the regularity of the steering committee meetings, IAPSC will have to rearrange the timing of this statutory meeting, for a better understanding of the activities carried out annually and the program budgets. He also invited IAPSC to join colleagues from DERA to prepare the ministerial conference on intra-African trade in agricultural products that the department, jointly with the Commerce and Industry Commission are organizing in October this year, before declaring closed IAPSC’s fifth Steering Committee.
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