Notification to IPPC of the Discovery of Asian thrips, Scirtothrips dorsalis 

1. 
Pest:

Scirtothrips dorsalis Hood
1.1
Taxonomic position

Kingdom: Metazoa

Phylum: Arthropoda

Class: Insecta

Order: Thysanoptera

Family: Thripidae

1.2
Other names used for the pest

Neophysopus fragariae Girault

Heliothrips minutissimus Bagnall

Anaphothrips andreae Karny

Scirtothrips dorsalis var padmae Ramakrishna

1.3
Common names for the pest

English
Chilli thrips, yellow tea thrips

French:
Thrips jaune du the´ier

2.
Date of Report

May 4, 2005

3.
Date of Diagnosis

Resident entomologist identified Scirtothrips dorsalis on June 13, 2004.  An official confirmation was received on December 23, 2004 from Dr. G.B. Edwards, Entomologist attached to Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) through the services of CARINET. 

4.
Host

Acacia, Brownea, Mimosa and Saraca in the family Fabaceae are probably the main native host plants.  S. dorsalis is a known pest in many crops including Actinindia chinesis, Arachis, Capsicum, Citrus, Gossypium, Fragaria, Vitis, Hevea, Hydrangea, Mangifera, Allium, Ricinus, Rosa, Tamarindus and Camellia sinensis

4.1
Primary hosts

Allium cepa, Anacardium occidentale, Acachis hypogaea, Camellia sinensis, Citrus spp., Capsicum spp., Gossypium hirsutum, Lycopersicon esculentum, Magnifera indica, Nicotiana tabacum, Ricinus communis

4.2
Affected plant stages

Seedling stage, vegetative growing stage and flowering stage. 

4.3
Affected plant parts

Whole plants, leaves, growing points and inflorescence 

5.
Status of the pest

A detection survey was conducted in May 2004 in Trinidad. S. dorsalis was found in 21 (9% of thee 240 farms surveyed in 6 of the 8 counties in Trinidad.  S. dorsalis  was found in Solanum melongena, Capsicum spp., Abelmoschus esculentus and Cucurbits. 

6.
Distribution of pest

St. George West county had the highest incidence of S. dorsalis. In this county the pest was observed at 8 (27%) of 30 farms sampled in 6 of 15 areas surveyed.  In Caroni  it was observed at 4 (13%) of 30 farms; in St. Patrick East 3 (10%) of 30 farms; in Nariva/Mayaro at 3 (10%) of 30 farms; St. Andrew/St. David at 2 (7%) of 30 farms and in St. George East and only 1 (3%) of 30 farms surveyed. The pest was not found in samples collected from St. Patrick West and   Victoria (see map attached).

7.
Reason for reporting

The reason for reporting is to inform the IPPC of the discovery of S. dorsalis in Trinidad. S. dorsalis a pest of quarantine importance in the region.

This is the first record of S. dorsalis found on various vegetable crops in Trinidad.
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