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Introduction

Papaya mealy bug (Paracoccus marginatus William and Granara de Willink, Hemiptera : Pseudoccoccidae) found for the first time in Bogor Botanical Garden, West Java Province, in mid of May 2008. It was found and identified by Prof. Dr. Aunu Rauf from Bogor Agriculture University. Based on the field surveys in District of Bogor, papaya growers informed that those insect had been occurred since Februari 2008.
Economic damaged
Regarding papaya growers, the mealy bug caused severe damage, for example, in Sukaraja Subdistrict, Bogor, growers normally obtained 15 harvested times/tree, decreased become two harvested times/tree. Beside that, growers should spent extra cost for control measures as amount of IDR 40,000 to IDR 60,000/tree (equal with US$ 4-6/tree).

Surveillance for papaya mealy bug
Surveillance for papaya mealy bug had condocted by Directorate of Horticulture Crop Protection, 2 April – 24 August 2008. The objective of the survey is to detect present or absent of papaya mealy bug. Location of surveys were main production areas of papaya in West Java Province (District of Bogor, Sukabumi, and Depok), Jakarta (South Jakarta). Beside papaya another host had also been surveyed. There were 23 sites of papaya plantation had been survey. Survey result shown that all of 23 sites papaya mealy bug were detected.
Plant affected/host
Many varieties of papaya were affected by papaya mealy bug such as local variety (Binong) and introduced varieties (Bangkok, California, Paris, Atenia) and flowered papaya. Other crops also affected such as avocado, egg plant, tomato, cassava, aglaonema, palmae, adenium, hibiscus, zodia, Batavia, and jathropa.
Control measure
Control measure mainly conducted by using field sanitation, pruned and collecting damaged plant then burned. Several insecticides had been applied but no significant results.
Action plan
1) Detection surveys still continue, especially in other main production areas of papaya in outside West Java and Jakarta Province.

2) Eradication program, should be considered as synchronize program with Estate Crop and Food Crop institutions.

3) Quarantine regulation, should be issued to prevent the spread of insect into new areas.

Suggestion/recommendation
Regional cooperation program to control papaya mealy bug suggested to prevent the distribution of papaya mealy bug.
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