Pest report from: NPPO of Hungary

Responsible person: Lajos Szabó

Report sent in:  01  March 2013 
Reason for reporting. First report 

Identity of the pest (scientific name): Drosophila suzukii (Matsumura, 1931)
Categorization of the pest: The pest is not listed in Directive 2000/29/EC, but it is included in EPPO-A2 list 
Host plants or articles concerned: Findings in a trap deployed at a motorway rest area bordered by a meadow, no fruit trees or fruit crops around.
Location: motorway M7 (E71), Balatonfenyves, rest area "Táska” (Somogy county, southern side of Lake Balaton), GPS: 46°41’55.6”    17°30’48.0”

Short description: 
Date of finding: 17 September 2012 and 18 October 2012 
General context of the pest report: 

- One male and two females were found by researchers carrying out a faunistic survey for invasive pests and in particular for Drosophila suzukii along 5 Hungarian highways. The pest was found only in one of almost 50 traps deployed near to Budapest and around the Lake Balaton. A month later 2 other males of the pest were captured at the same place and again none at the other traps. 

-The pest was identified morphologically, using a stereomicroscope by a dipterologist of the Plant Protection Institute of the Centre for Agricultural Research, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, earlier of the Hungarian Natural History Museum. The specimens, altogether 3 males and 2 females, were captured in one trap filled with apple cider vinegar. 
The possible origin of the pest is unknown. Considering the place along the motorway, the pest could have been introduced with infested fruit that was thrown away at the rest area.
.
  Are official control measures being taken?

    Yes: (
     No: X

No official measures have been taken, considering that the pest was found only in one trap along the motorway without host plants present in the vicinity. The researchers will conduct studies on the overwintering and eventual population of the pest in 2013.

The NPPO launches country-wide survey and in particular in the orchards and fruit crops in the vicinity of the finding. Moreover, waste collection, in particular green waste disposal sites receiving wastes from motorways will be included in the survey.

References/Links: Proceedings of the 59th Plant Protection Days (19-20 February 2013)

Any additional information: 

As specimens of D. suzukii were found again one month after the first collection of the trap, it is likely that the presence of the adults involved reproduction on the place. The disposed fruits and waste collectors could allow the reproduction of the pest. At the same time it is unknown that the population is able to overwinter under the above conditions. The researchers’ study is planned to clarify this in 2013. 
Pest status officially declared by the NPPO (ISPM no. 8): 

Transient, actionable
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