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Notification of the presence of a harmful organism according to Article 16 of Council Directive 2000/29/EC
	1 General information

	1.1 Title 
	First finding of the Oriental Chestnut gall wasp Dryocosmus kuriphilus in the UK. (Dryocosmus kuriphilus Yasumatsu (Hymenoptera: Cynipidae)) 

	1.2 Notification status
	Pest is listed in Annex IB of EU Council Directive 2000/29/EC. The UK has protected zone status for this pest.

	2 Information concerning the single authority and responsible persons.

	2.1 Notification from 
	Defra: Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs, NPPO of UK

	3 Location 

	3.1 Location
	SE England

	3.2 Further information about the location
	Infestation found in sweet chestnut trees in SE England

	4 Reason of the notification and the pest status

	4.1 First finding in UK or in the area
	This is the first confirmed presence of the harmful organism in the territory of the UK.


	4.2 Pest status in UK before the official confirmation of the presence, or suspected presence, of the harmful organism. 
	Absent, no pest records. Annual surveillance has been carried out for this pest in nurseries, orchards and the wider environment since 2006.

	4.3 Pest status in UK after the official confirmation of the presence of the harmful organism. 
	Present under eradication

	5 Finding, sampling, testing and confirmation of the harmful organism.

	5.1 How the presence or appearance of the harmful organism was found. 
	The pest was reported by an amateur entomologist.

	5.2 Date of finding: 
	Galls were seen and sampled on 7th June

	5.3 Sampling for laboratory analysis. 
	

	5.4 Name and address of the Laboratory.
	FERA, Sand Hutton, York. YO41 1LZ. United Kingdom.

Tel: +44(0) 1904 462000 

	5.5 Diagnostic method. 
	The pest was confirmed morphologically.

	5.6 Date of official confirmation of the harmful organism's identity.
	11th June 2015


	6 Infested area, and the severity and source of the outbreak in that area.

	6.1 Size and delimitation of the infested area. 
	The infested chestnut trees are located in a woodland which covers an area of 79 hectares (195 acres).

	6.2 Characteristics of the infested area and its vicinity. 
	Infestation is outdoors. The woodland is classed as Ancient Semi Natural, sweet chestnut managed on a 20-30 year coppice cycle is the predominant species, but oak (Quercus spp.), and ash (Fraxinus excelsior) are also present.

	6.3 Host plants in the infested area and its vicinity. 
	Chestnut (Castanea spp.)

	6.4 Infested plant(s), plant product(s) and other object(s). 
	Chestnut (Castanea spp.)

	6.5 Severity of the outbreak. 
	Infestation has been confirmed on a number of trees in the woodland (across a diameter of about 400m, as at 16 June). There are also a number of trees in other areas of the woodland that exhibit foliar distortion, which is not thought to be caused by D. kuriphilus.

	6.6 Source of the outbreak. 
	Unknown at present time. The main pathways for the pest are long distance travel on sweet chestnut plants, natural spread via wind, or in vehicles. Investigations are ongoing to see if there is any evidence that the pest may have entered the UK on plants for planting.

	7 Official phytosanitary measures.

	7.1 Adoption of official phytosanitary measures. 
	Official control measures are being taken 

	7.2 Date of adoption of the official phytosanitary measures. 
	June 2015

	7.3 Objective of the official phytosanitary measures. 
	Eradication of D. kuriphilus from the site.

	7.4 Measures affecting the movement of goods. 
	To prevent the spread of D. kuriphilus, a containment notice has been placed on the infested woodland. 

	7.5 Specific surveys. 
	The woodland, and the area within 10 km of the woodland, will be intensively surveyed to assess the level of infestation. Wider surveillance across the UK will also take place.

	8 Pest risk analysis/assessment
	EFSA Scientific Opinion, 2010 

	9 Links to relevant websites, other sources of information.
	http://www.forestry.gov.uk/gallwasp
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