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Notification of the presence of a harmful organism according to Article 16 of Council Directive 2000/29/EC
	1 General information

	1.1 Title 
	Finding of the root-knot nematode, Meloidogyne fallax (Tylenchida: Meloidogynidae) in sports turf. 

	1.2 Executive summary 
	Meloidogyne fallax has been found in sports turf at three sites in North-West England. A containment strategy is in place to prevent its spread from the currently infested sites onto agricultural land. Guidance will be provided through relevant organisations responsible for sports turf, to encourage good practice and to help determine if M. fallax could be present elsewhere in this sector.

	1.3 Notification status
	EU IAII listed

	2 Information concerning the single authority and responsible persons.

	2.1 Notification from 
	Defra: Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs, NPPO of UK.

	2.2 Official contact: 
	Richard McIntosh, Assistant Chief Plant Health Officer.            

Defra, Sand Hutton, York, YO41 1LZ
Tel: +44(0)1904 406655.

	3 Location 

	3.1 Location
	Three sites in North-West England.

	3.2 Further information about the location
	Two sites are located in dense urban areas on brownfield sites, and one site is in a rural area on a greenfield site that is surrounded by agricultural land.

	4 Reason of the notification and the pest status

	4.1 First finding in UK or in the area
	Meloidogyne fallax has previously been recorded on sports turf in 2011 and in a field of leeks (Allium sp.) on a farm in Staffordshire in 2013.

	4.2 Pest status of the area where the harmful organism has been found present, after the official confirmation. 
	Present: subject to official control.

	4.3 Pest status in UK before the official confirmation of the presence, or suspected presence, of the harmful organism. 
	Present (under eradication). Meloidogyne fallax was not detected in samples taken from the infested Staffordshire farm in June 2015. 

	4.4 Pest status in UK after the official confirmation of the presence of the harmful organism. 
	Present (restricted distribution).

	5 Finding, sampling, testing and confirmation of the harmful organism.

	5.1 How the presence or appearance of the harmful organism was found. 
	The sports turfs are regularly sampled by commercial consultants for the presence of pest nematodes.

	5.2 Date of finding: 
	The PHSI was notified on 7th October 2015 for the first site and 20th October 2015 for the other two sites.

	5.3 Diagnostic method. 
	The pest was confirmed using morphological and DNA sequencing techniques.

	5.4 Date of official confirmation of the harmful organism's identity.
	Meloidogyne fallax was confirmed at the first site by AFBI on 18th September 2015, and at the other two sites on 30th September 2015. 


	6 Infested area, and the severity and source of the outbreak in that area.

	6.1 Size and delimitation of the infested area. 
	The total infested area is under investigation, but is thought to be greater than five hectares. The three infested sites are within 15 km of each other.

	6.2 Characteristics of the infested area and its vicinity. 
	 Two of the sites are located in urban areas that have few other notable hosts, while the other site is located in a rural area surrounded by agricultural land. This land is currently being used for mixed arable.

	6.3 Host plants in the infested area and its vicinity. 
	The host material is the grass used for sports turf. 

	6.4 Infested plant(s), plant product(s) and other object(s). 
	Sports turf.

	6.5 Vectors present in the area. 
	N/A

	6.6 Severity of the outbreak. 
	The nematode has been found on three sites. On one site, at least 9 sports pitches are infested with the nematode. More than 30 other sites of sports turf across Great Britain have been tested over the last few months, but M. fallax has not been found.

	6.7 Source of the outbreak. 
	All three sites use the same main contractor to build and maintain the pitches. This contractor is currently being investigated.

	7 Official phytosanitary measures.

	7.1 Adoption of official phytosanitary measures. 
	A strategy is in place to contain M. fallax to the infested sites and to prevent its further spread from the infested sites onto agricultural land.  This includes safe disposal (by landfill) of infested turf when removed from the sites and biosecurity requirements.

	7.2 Date of adoption of the official phytosanitary measures. 
	23 October 2015. 

	7.3 Identification of the area covered by the official phytosanitary measures. 
	Three sites of sports turf in North-West England.

	7.4 Objective of the official phytosanitary measures. 
	To contain the pest to the currently infested sites.

	7.5 Measures affecting the movement of goods. 
	Disposal requirements apply to infested turf when removed from the infested sites.

	7.6 Specific surveys. 
	As part of the current investigation, the risk to agricultural land in the vicinity of the confirmed sites of infestation will be assessed. Guidance will be provided through relevant organisations responsible for sports turf, to encourage good practice and to help determine if M. fallax could be present elsewhere in this sector.

	8 Pest risk analysis/assessment
	The root-knot nematode, Meloidogyne fallax, was first described in the Netherlands in 1996. The nematode has since been recorded in South Africa, New Zealand, Australia, and several European countries, including Germany, Belgium, France and Switzerland.
The nematode has a wide range of hosts among dicotyledonous plants, monocotyledons and common weeds, though it has mainly been recorded on potato (Solanum tuberosum), oyster plant (Scorzonera hispanica) and carrot (Daucus carota). Meloidogyne fallax invades the roots of these plants, leading to the formation of galls (or root-knots). Above ground symptoms include stunting, yellowing and lack of vigour, which reduce both the yield and quality of the plants.

In 2013, Meloidogyne fallax was found to be infesting a leek (Allium sp.) field in Staffordshire, UK, where it caused considerable stunting. This outbreak is currently under eradication.

Because the nematode can cause severe impacts on economically important hosts, statutory action to contain the nematode to infested sites and prevent its spread onto agricultural land is recommended.

	9 Links to relevant websites, other sources of information.
	https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/phiw/riskRegister/viewPestRisks.cfm?cslref=16540 
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