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The European Union: 500 million people – 28 countries 

Enlargement: from six to 
28 countries 



EU population compared to the rest of the world 

Population in millions (2015) 



24 official languages 
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Health and Food Safety Directorate General 
of the European Commission 

• Policy areas: 

• Health 

• Food  

• Animals 

• Plants 

- http://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/index_en.htm 

- http://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/plant_health_biosecurity/index_en.htm  

• Anti-Microbial Resistance 

 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_food-safety/index_en.htm  
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TRACES 

 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/play.cfm?ref=I091404&videolang=EN












TRACES: Good to know 

• Free access web-based system, 24/24h, 7/7d 

• Animals, plants, food & feed   

• Centralized in the EU – for import / EU internal movement / export 

• Multilingualism (23 EU official languages + KR, RU, ZH, TR, VI,…) 

• Users from 78 countries – public and private 

• Confidentiality: the level of access depends on the status of the user 

• Interoperability based on Customs Nomenclature 

 

 



TRACES: Good to know 
 

• Experience in certification :  

 10 years of data  

 1,2 millions certificates a year 

 1 million notifications (sent by email) a day 

 

•  Statistic tools: Data Warehouse and QlikView 

 

 



Plants and plant products data harmonisation 

1. Common nomenclature codes based on World Customs Organisation 
(WCO) Harmonized System (HS) nomenclature with further 
Commodity subdivisions 
- http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/nomenclature/instrument-and-tools/hs-online.aspx 

- http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/customs/customs_duties/tariff_aspects/combined_nomenclature/i
ndex_en.htm  

 

2. European Plant Protection Organisation (EPPO) Code System for 
pests (harmful organisms) and plants (scientific names) 
- https://data.eppo.int  
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• Statistics from TRACES data are reported on using business 
intelligence tools such as Data Warehouse, SAP Business Objects and 
QlikView. 

• Access to the data is through secure authentication layers with userid 
and password allowing users restricted rights: 

• to extract data and execute targeted checks in the field or to perform 
data quality control 

• to search for information directly within the structured format of a 
certificate within a limited range of two years. 

 

Confidentiality and reporting on the data 



Pilot on plants & Integration with plant health 
interception notifications 

 

• Common Health Entry Document – Plant Products (CHED-PP) 

• The European Union Notification System for Plant Health 
Interceptions, EUROPHYT is a: 

• Notification system 

• Rapid alert system  

• It is possible to initiate the declaration in TRACES which will send it to 
EUROPHYT, to the country of export and to EPPO (RPPO). 

• http://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/plant_health_biosecurity/non_eu_trad
e/alert_list/index_en.htm   
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Traces: Next Generation 

•  The future of TRACES  

              is TNT:  

 

Traces New Technology  



TRACES: TNT and phytosanitary certification 

 

• 01/2016  Release of the first TNT module into production: 

                  "Imports of products of organic origin"  

 

•  End of 2016: Imports to EU, Phytosanitary certification 

 

•  End of 2017: Intra and Exports 

      

 



TRACES: TNT and phytosanitary certification 

•  Compatibility with ISPM 12: 

  Format (XML, UN/CEFACT) 

  Harmonised terms  

  Exchange mechanism 

 

 

  

 



TRACES: Towards e-Certification 

• Legal aspect 

 E-certification must be legally recognised by authorities 
 

•  Technical conditions 

 Exchange of data between databases 

 e-signature for authentication – non-repudiation 
 

•  European Union situation 

 E-Certification not legally accepted  
– All TRACES users will be granted access when e-cert accepted 

 International agreements between the European Union and countries 
– e.g. NZ web service 



TRACES: Towards e-Certification 

•  WEB service with New Zealand "E-cert" 

 From January 2010 

 Tailored system then UN/CEFACT  

 All border inspection posts (BIPs), Limited commodities (meat and fish) 

 Certificates created in E-cert and transformed in TRACES 

 2015 number of certificates: 14000 

•  NZ pilot project in 6 months: e-signature  

•  Further objectives: 

 US, CN, AU, TH, BR     +      UN/CEFACT  

 

 



Useful links 
• European Commission: 

• http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm  

• Health and Food Safety Directorate-General: 

• http://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/index_en.htm 

• TRACES:  

• sante-traces@ec.europa.eu  

• http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/traces/index_en.htm  

• Europhyt: 

• http://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/plant_health_biosecurity/europhyt/
index_en.htm  
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Thank you  
for  

your attention  


