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Development of an ISPM on Minimizing pest 
movement by sea containers (2008-001)
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Issues related to the development of the draft ISPM

• Diverging opinions on how to progress expressed 
by contracting parties (CPM, 2013 consultation) 
and Standards Committee members

• Issues to be considered further:

 Was proposed as compromise to have empty containers 
checked / cleaned in depots

 What auditing by NPPOs?

 Focus the ISPM on establishing criteria for clean sea 
containers?

 Benefit/incentive for shipping companies?



Many liaison activities undertaken

Submission of a document from FAO (IPPC Secretariat) to 
the 96th Maritime Safety Committee of the IMO (May 2016)



Other work accomplished on sea containers

2014: Revision of the IMO/ILO/UNECE 
Code of practice for packing cargo 
transport units (CTU Code)

 Input from IPPC EWG on phytosanitary 
aspects

2015: adoption of CPM Recommendation 
on Sea Containers



Special topics session: programme

1. Introduction: IPPC Secretariat
2. Sea container “contaminating pest” risk: Mr Brockerhoff (New 

Zealand Forest Research Institute)
3. Logistics of movement of sea containers and the CTU Code 

– Mr Downes (COA)
– Mr Brassington (ETS Consulting)
– Mr Kontogiannis (IMO)

4. Experiences from NPPOs on checking or inspection of sea 
containers
– Ms Beltz (US)
– Ms Gu (China)

5. Summary remarks: Mr Hedley (Steward, New Zealand)
6. Plenary questions and discussion
7. Decisions of the CPM on a way forward


