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1. IDB current strategy

2. SPS Areas of intervention
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IDB Strategic Pillars: capital increase of US$ 70 billion
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Focus for SPS:

1.SPS regional integration/initiatives

(harmonization regulation, institutional 

capacity whithin LAC trade blocs)

2.SPS/trade facilitation: strengthen 

border operations, reduce costs and 

speed up the clearance process of 

agricultural products at customs



4

Less Value-Added 
More Value-Added 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

Ce
re

al
 gr

ai
ns

Ve
g a

nd
 fr

ui
ts

Liv
es

to
ck

O
th

er
 ag

ric
.

Co
al

, c
ru

de
oi

l 
&

 ga
s

M
in

er
al

s

M
ea

t

Da
iry

 p
ro

d.

O
th

er
 fo

od
 

pr
od

Te
xt

ile
s

W
ea

rin
g 

ap
pa

r.

Le
at

he
r p

ro
d.

O
th

er
 Li

gh
t 

m
an

uf
ac

t

Ch
em

ica
l &

 
Pl

as
tic

 p
ro

d

M
et

al
s

M
ot

or
 

Ve
hi

cle
s

M
ac

hi
ne

ry
 &

 
eq

ui
p.

Imposed by the 

World

Imposed by LAC 

partners

NTBS AD VALOREM EQUIVALENTS

FACED IN INTRA-REGIONAL TRADE (BY PRODUCT)

Source: IDB – INTRADE, BASED ON: WTO; NICITA, KEE AND OLARREAGA (2008); FDA OASIS ONLINE DATABASE

Trade regulation simplification: Regional harmonization of NTBs



Trade facilitation: Reduce costs of doing business across borders

Source: PORTUGAL-PEREZ AND WILSON (2010), WB (LOGISTIC PERFORMANCE INDEX, 2010)
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SPS / TRADE FACILITATION

Key activities include:

•Digitalize documentary procedures: issuance of export/import SPS certificate on-line/

single window.

•Quarantine: Upgrade national border quarantine services (including harmonization of laws

and procedures, infra-structure)

•Databases: support creation of database for records of pests and diseases of plants and

animals

•Capacity building: Foster human capacity on documentary procedures for pest

surveillance, export/import certification, inspection

• Clearance: reduce physical inspections at the border in favor of a risk analysis
management approach
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Activities on SPS 2010/2011

I. Capacity Building

II. Analytical Studies and Export Guide

III. Loan and Grant

IV. Data base



OthersNTB
Trade

Facilitation

“Demand-driven” 

trainings
(public and private sectors)

Annual
Executive
Program

Annual

IDB/WTO 
Program

“Supply-driven”
trainings 

( public sector)

I. Capacity Building Structure



III. Loan/Grants with SPS component

II. Research

i) The Treatment of Agriculture in the RTAs in the Americas, 

IDB, Oct 2009

ii) Regional Trade Agreements: Treatment of Agriculture,

OECD/ IDB May 2011

iii) SPS Import Requirements to Access the EU Market, IDB, 

April 2010

iv) SPS Import Requirements to Access the Asian Market 

IDB, August 2011

Project. Title Beneficiary Value US$ Year 
NI-L1016 Foreign Trade Support Program Nicaragua 10,437,000 2010 

 

BL-L1009 

 

Agricultural Services Program 

 

Belize 

    5,000,000  

2009 

JA-L1012 Agricultural Competitiveness Program  Jamaica   16,000,000  2010 

 

RG-T1679 

 

Harmonized System of Bovine Traceability 
 

Central America 

  1,900,000  2009 

 

DR-L1048 

 

Animal and Plant Health and Food Safety 
 

Dom. Republic 

10,000,000 2011 

 



Goals of the study

• How countries are negotiating the 

commitments  on agricultural trade 

liberalization?  

• How these RTA commitments are 

impacting or can impact agricultural 

trade ?



Previous Research (2009)

LATIN AMERICAN 
AGREEMENTS 

NAFTA 
United States-Colombia 

United States–Peru 
Canada-Costa Rica 

CAFTA 
Chile-United States 

Chile-Canada 
Chile-Japan  / 
Chile-China 
Chile-Korea 

Chile-Mexico 
Chile-Peru 
Chile-EU 

Chile-New Zealand-Singapore-
Brunei (P4) 

Mercosur-Chile 
Mercosur-Bolivia 

Mexico-EU 
Mexico-Bolivia 

Mexico- Costa Rica 
Mexico-Nicaragua 

Mexico-Northern Triangle 
Mexico-Uruguay 

Mexico-Peru 
Mexico-EFTA 
Mexico-Japan 
Mexico-Israel 

Mexico-Colombia 
Mercosur-Peru (ACE 58) 

Mercosur-Andean Community 
(ACE 59) 

Panama-Singapore 
Peru-Thailand 
Cent.Amer-DR 

Cent.Amer-Chile 
TOTAL: 33  

 

Current Research (2010)

ASIAN AGREEMENTS 
Australia - Thailand 

Australia- United States 
Australia-Chile 

Australia-Singapore 
New Zealand- China 

New Zealand-Thailand 
New Zealand-Singapore 

Korea- Singapore 
United States-Singapore 

Japan-Thailand 
China-Hong Kong, China 

 

AFRICAN AGREEMENTS 
Egypt- Turkey 
EFTA-Turkey 

EC-Egypt 
EC-South Africa 

United States – Morocco 
SADC 
EAC 

COMESA 
ECOWAS 

 

OTHERS 
EFTA-Chile 
Canada-Peru 
TOTAL: 22 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lforags.ru/english/Oecd_logo.png&imgrefurl=http://www.lforags.ru/english/OECD.htm&h=136&w=135&sz=6&tbnid=Nr9SLaD_DELJLM:&tbnh=92&tbnw=91&prev=/images?q%3DOECD%2Blogo&hl=es&usg=__nC7P4TAtuGScvBIx7YDGvYP0qDo=&ei=1pXyS4aUEYH58Aa7v_C_Dg&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=1&ct=image&ved=0CBsQ9QEwAA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lforags.ru/english/Oecd_logo.png&imgrefurl=http://www.lforags.ru/english/OECD.htm&h=136&w=135&sz=6&tbnid=Nr9SLaD_DELJLM:&tbnh=92&tbnw=91&prev=/images?q%3DOECD%2Blogo&hl=es&usg=__nC7P4TAtuGScvBIx7YDGvYP0qDo=&ei=1pXyS4aUEYH58Aa7v_C_Dg&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=1&ct=image&ved=0CBsQ9QEwAA
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Tariff  elimination of agriculture products,  by 

Geographic RTA Groupings 
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RTA Region
Americas

Africa
Asia-Pacific

Note: RTA Regions are incomplete samples and thus not necessarily indicative.
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Americas:

Tariff  elimination by HS Chapter
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HS Chapter
Gums, Saps, & Resins

Asia-Pacific: 

Tariff  elimination by HS Chapter:

Live Plants
Live Animals
Dairy
Sugar
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Africa: 

Tariff  elimination by HS Chapter
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KEY FINDINGS

SPS/TBT provisions lack deep commitments

These provisions do not expand much on language agreed at the 

multilateral level.  The commitments that could impact the agriculture 

trade flow between the parties of the agreement are still generic and 

lack key information regarding their implementation. 

Market Access:

Tariff liberalization is the greatest measureable commitment

Subsidies: the complete elimination is still a sensitive issue

The majority of RTAs establish a deadline for the removal of export 

subsidies. However, none of the agreements in which a LA country 

partnered with the U.S. or an Asian country, set a specific deadline 

Agricultural safeguard: common tool in the North-South 

relations

Usual mechanism in the North-South RTAs to address the 

impact of the reduction/elimination of duties and tariffs agreed
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INFORMATION COUNTRIES CAN OBTAIN:

-STANDARDS (SPS/TBT) RELATED PROBLEMS TO EXPORT AGRICULTURAL

PRODUCTS TO US AND EU

> Main problems

> Main products and sectors affected
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Standards related challenges 

faced by agricultural exports 

from LAC Countries
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Comparison 

US/ EU

US

EU



US

Comparison 

US/ EU
EU



Standards related challenges 

faced by the Caribbean 

Countries



Share of refusals of agricultural products from LAC at US borders, 

2002-2010



2002-2006

2007-2010

Problems found in the Caribbean agri-products at US border

Note: Includes CARICOM Members+ Cuba+ Dominican Republic



2002-2006

2007-2010

Products refused at US Border
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STANDARDS RELATED PROBLEMS  

TO  EXPORT  AGRICULTURAL  

PRODUCTS TO EU



Problems found in the Caribbean agri-products at EU

border and products refused,2002-2010



Preliminary Conclusions

Standards related challenges to export to 
US 

• The quantity of agricultural products export to
US have been relatively stable

• Overall, pesticide is still the major problem,
although the challenges related to processed
food are increasing (labeling, filthy, additive, no
information of the process of canned food).

• Challenges and most affected products vary
depending on the country

Standards related challenges to export to 
EU 

• Exports have been very limited in terms of
exporting country, quantity, variety of
products

• Refusals has been notified just for DR and
Cuban agricultural products

• The low number of refusals is associated with
the low quantity exported

DR: pesticide/ green peppers, 
eggplant

Jamaica: pesticide/yams

Belize:  missing info on process/ pepper 
sauce

DR:  98% pesticide/ chilli peppers 

Cuba:  frozen lobster/inadequate 
control of temperature

http://imgsrv.gardening.ktsa.com/image/ktsag/UserFiles/Image/G-Images/green peppers.jpg
http://imgsrv.gardening.ktsa.com/image/ktsag/UserFiles/Image/G-Images/green peppers.jpg
http://www.self.com/fooddiet/blogs/nutritiondata/sweet_potato.gif
http://www.self.com/fooddiet/blogs/nutritiondata/sweet_potato.gif
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_p5mAt9Tofmg/TDGOe4EYjII/AAAAAAAAAlg/D7SRursJmyc/s1600/lobster.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ashtonking09.blogspot.com/2010/07/i-feel-like-lobster.html&h=348&w=336&sz=6&tbnid=3I2RJzbXUpAo7M:&tbnh=120&tbnw=116&prev=/search?q=lobster&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=lobster&usg=__JV2-8_B0efLmlhxk2qDxkS-dB8E=&sa=X&ei=9NIcTpaOBsiRgQfdteXNCQ&ved=0CEsQ9QEwBg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_p5mAt9Tofmg/TDGOe4EYjII/AAAAAAAAAlg/D7SRursJmyc/s1600/lobster.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ashtonking09.blogspot.com/2010/07/i-feel-like-lobster.html&h=348&w=336&sz=6&tbnid=3I2RJzbXUpAo7M:&tbnh=120&tbnw=116&prev=/search?q=lobster&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=lobster&usg=__JV2-8_B0efLmlhxk2qDxkS-dB8E=&sa=X&ei=9NIcTpaOBsiRgQfdteXNCQ&ved=0CEsQ9QEwBg


Thank you!

INTradeBID

Available at

http://www.iadb.org/int


