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Why Transparency?

• Enhanced clarity, 
predictability

• Affects market 
access
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Transparency elements

Obligations

• Notification of draft SPS regulations

• Designation of notification authority

• Publication of SPS regulations

• Establishment of enquiry point

Beyond obligations

• Taking advantage of notifications

Article 7, Annex  B
G/SPS/7/Rev.3
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Participating Members Transparency 

Status

WTO Member

Has Notified SPS:
Has Notified

SPS

Measures
Enquiry Point

National

Notification Authority*

Antigua and Barbuda X X X

Barbados X X X

Belize X X X

Dominica X X

Grenada X X

Guyana X X

Haiti X X

Jamaica X X X

Saint Lucia X X

Saint Vincent and the 

Grenadines

X X X

Suriname X X

Trinidad and Tobago X X X
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National Notification Authority & 
Enquiry Point (s)
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Antigua and Barbuda

National Notification Authority and Enquiry Point

Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Marine Resources and Agro-Industry

Attention: Senior Plant Protection Officer

Independence Drive and Queen Elizabeth Highway

P.O. Box 1282

St. John's

Antigua and Barbuda

Telephone: +(1 268) 462 1213

Telefax: +(1 268) 462 6104

E-mail/Internet: plantprotection@antigua.gov.ag

WebSite:
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Bahamas

National Notification Authority & Enquiry Point
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Barbados

National Notification Authority 
The Permanent Secretary

Foreign Trade Division

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade

# 1 Culloden Road

St. Michael

Barbados

Telephone: +(246) 431 2200

Telefax: +(246) 228 0838

E-mail/Internet: trade@foreign.gov.bb

WebSite:
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Barbados

Enquiry Point
Officer in Charge

SPS Enquiry Point

Telephone: +(246) 434 5112 or 5114

Telefax: +(246) 428 7777

E-mail/Internet: office@spsenquirypoint.gov.bb

pathology_mar@caribsurf.com

WebSite: www.agriculture.gov.bb
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Belize

National Notification Authority
Director

Directorate of Foreign Trade

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade

Sir Edney Cain Building

Belmopan City

Belize

Telephone: +(501) 822 2832/2833/3263

Telefax: +(501) 822 2837

E-mail/Internet: foreigntrade@btl.net

WebSite:
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Belize

Enquiry Point
Ms Delilah A. Cabb

Coordinator

Sanitary and Phytosanitary Enquiry Point

Belize Agricultural Health Authority

Central Farm, Cayo District

Belize, C.A.

Belize

Telephone: +(501) 824 4899/4872

Telefax: +(501) 824 4889/3773

E-mail/Internet: bahasps@btl.net

bahasps@yahoo.co.uk

WebSite: www.baha.bz
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Dominica

National Notification Authority
Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Marketing

Government Headquarters

Kennedy Avenue

Roseau

Dominica

Telephone: +(767) 448 2401 Ext 3213

Telefax: +(767) 448 6103/5200

E-mail/Internet:

WebSite:
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Dominica

Enquiry Point
Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture and the Environment

Government Headquarters

Kennedy Avenue

Roseau

Dominica

Telephone: +(767) 448 2401 Ext 3282

Telefax: +(767) 448 7999

E-mail/Internet: psagriculture@cwdom.dm

agridivision@marpin.dm

WebSite:
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Grenada

National Notification Authority
Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Forestry and Fisheries

3rd floor, Ministerial Complex

Botanical Gardens, Tanteen

St George's

Grenada

Telephone: +(1 473) 440 2708/3078/3083

Telefax: +(1 472) 440 4491

E-mail/Internet: PMU@caribsurf.com

WebSite:
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Grenada

Enquiry Point
Mr. Paul Graham

Pest Management Officer

Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Forestry and Fisheries

Botanical Gardens, Tanteen

St George's

Grenada

Telephone: +(1 473) 440 0019/8866

Telefax: +(1 473) 440 8866

E-mail/Internet: pestmanagementunitgda@spiceisle.

com

paulgraham@caribsurf.com

WebSite:



16

Guyana

National Notification Authority
Plant Health Services

Ministry of Agriculture

Regent & Vlissengen Roads

Georgetown, East Coast Demerar

Guyana

Telephone: +(592) 225 3856/226 7021

Telefax: +(592) 225 3944

E-mail/Internet: crops_livestock@yahoo.com

WebSite: www.agriculture.gov.gy
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Guyana

Enquiry Points

Plant Health Services

Ministry of Agriculture

Regent & Vlissengen Roads

Georgetown, East Coast Demerar

Guyana

Telephone: +(592) 225 3856/226 7021

Telefax: +(592) 225 3944

E-mail/Internet: crops_livestock@yahoo.com

WebSite: www.agriculture.gov.gy

Plant and Animal Health Services

Chief Crops and Livestock Officer

Ministry of Agriculture

Regent & Vlissengen Roads

Georgetown, East Coast Demerara

Telephone: +(592) 225 6281

Telefax: +(592) 225 3944

E-mail/Internet:

WebSite:

1

2
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Haiti

National Notification Authority
Direction du Commerce Extérieur

Ministère du Commerce et de l'Industrie (MCI)

8 rue Légitime, Champ de Mars

Port-au-Prince

Haiti

Telephone: +(509) 222 8167

Telefax: +(509) 223 8402/223 5950

E-mail/Internet: ijoassinc@yahoo.fr

mci-haiti@yahoo.fr

WebSite:
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Haiti

Enquiry Point
Direction de la Quarantaine/Ministère de l'Agriculture,

des Ressources Naturelles et du Développement Rural (MARNDR)

Damien - Route Nationale # 1

Telephone: +(509) 512 3907/250 8637/408 8088

Telefax: +(509) 298 3014

E-mail/Internet:

WebSite:
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Jamaica

National Notification Authority
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade

21 Dominica Drive

Kingston 5

Jamaica

Telephone: +(1876) 926 4220/9

Telefax: +(1876) 929 6733

E-mail/Internet: ftmfaja@cwjamaica.com

WebSite:
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Jamaica

Enquiry Point
Ministry of Agriculture

Plant Quarantine Branch

193 Old Hope Road

Kingston 6, Jamaica W1

Jamaica

Telephone: +(1 876) 977 0637

Telefax: +(1 876) 977 6992

E-mail/Internet: ppq@moa.gov.jm

WebSite: www.moa.gov.jm



22

St Lucia

National Notification Authority
Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

5th Floor, Sir Stanislaus James Bldg.

Waterfront, Castries

Saint Lucia

Telephone: +(758) 468 4172/4103

Telefax: +(758) 453 6314

E-mail/Internet: ps@slumaffe.org

WebSite: www.slumaffe.org
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St Lucia

Enquiry Point
Mr. Dunley Auguste

Deputy Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

5th floor, Sir Stanislaus James Bldg.

Waterfront, Castries

Saint Lucia

Telephone: +(758) 468 4121

Telefax: +(758) 453 6314

E-mail/Internet: dps@slumaffe.org

WebSite: www.slumaffe.org
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St Vincent and the Grenadines

National Notification Authority
The Director of Trade

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Commerce and Trade

Administrative Building

Kingstown

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Telephone: +(784) 456 2442/2060

Telefax: +(784) 456 2610

E-mail/Internet: mtrade@caribsurf.com

svgforeign@caribsurf.com

WebSite:



25

St Vincent and the Grenadines

Enquiry Point
The Agricultural Officer

Plant Protection and Quarantine

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

Richmond Hill

Kingstown

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Telephone: +(1 784) 456 1410/457 1283

Telefax: +(1 784) 457 1688

E-mail/Internet: office.agriculture@mail.gov.vc

WebSite:
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Suriname

National Notification Authority
Mr. Mauro Tuur, MSC

Director

Ministry of Trade & Industries

Telephone:

Telefax:

E-mail/Internet: dhisur@yahoo.com

WebSite:
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Suriname

Enquiry Point
Mr. Gerrit Breinburg

Director

Division Planning & Development

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock & Fisheries

Telephone:

Telefax:

E-mail/Internet: odapo@sr.net

WebSite:
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Trinidad and Tobago

National Notification Authority
Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Trade and Industry

Levels 11-17 Nicholas Tower

63-65 Independance Square

Port-of-Spain

Trinidad and Tobago

Telephone: +(1 868) 623 2931

Telefax: +(1 868) 627 8488

E-mail/Internet: permsec@tradeind.gov.tt

WebSite:
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Trinidad and Tobago

Enquiry Point
Ministry of Food Production, Land and Marine Affairs

Research Division

Central Experiment Station

Caroni Northbank Road

Centeno

Trinidad and Tobago

Telephone: +(1 868) 646 2149

Telefax: +(1 868) 646 2149

E-mail/Internet: spsenquirypoint@malmr.gov.tt

WebSite:



30

National Notification Authorities

Enquiry Points

Keeping track of notifications submitted 

by other members which might affect 

their countries ?
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Practical Exercise

How to react to incoming notifications?
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Symbol Type Distribution Members Products
Regions or countries 
likely to be affected

G/SPS/N/ECU/83 R 15/03/2010 Ecuador

Plant products with foliage: 
Ornamental palms, areca palms, date 
palms, coconut palms, banana trees, 
ginger (Zingiberaceae), heliconias
(Heliconiaceae), bird of paradise 
(Strelitziaceae), screw pine 
(Pandanaceae), and other ornamental 
aroids and Musaceae.

26 countries (Dominica, 
Saint Lucia, Grenada, 
Haiti, Jamaica, and 
Trinidad and Tobago)

G/SPS/N/KOR/313 E 12/02/2009 Korea Dried persimmon fruit

Asia , North America  
South America (French 
Guinea, Guyana, 
Suriname), Oceania 

G/SPS/N/KOR/339 E 07/08/2009 Korea

Plants for planting including nursery 
stocks, scions and cuttings, etc. 
(excluding seeds) in the family 
Rutaceae, Cuscuta spp and Artocarpus
heterophyllus

Mexico (Yucatan), Belize, 
Cuba, Dominican
Republic

G/SPS/N/USA/1962 E 23/10/2009 United States

Prohibited Plant Genera (Rutaceae): 
Aeglopsis, Atalantia, Balsamocitrus, 
Bergera, Calodendrum, Citrofortunella, 
Citroncirus, Citrus, Clausena, 
Fortunella, Limonia, Microcitrus, 
Murraya, Poncirus, Severinia, Swinglea, 
Toddalia, and Triphasia

Belize 

Symbol Type Distribution Members Products
Regions or countries 
likely to be affected

G/SPS/N/ECU/83 R 15/03/2010 Ecuador

Plant products with foliage: 
Ornamental palms, areca palms, date 
palms, coconut palms, banana trees, 
ginger (Zingiberaceae), heliconias
(Heliconiaceae), bird of paradise 
(Strelitziaceae), screw pine 
(Pandanaceae), and other ornamental 
aroids and Musaceae.

26 countries (Dominica, 
Saint Lucia, Grenada, 
Haiti, Jamaica, and 
Trinidad and Tobago)
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What if notified measure will have an 
impact on my exports?

• Ask for text of proposed regulation

• Provide comments - Ask for explanation

• Bilateral / regional efforts

• Raise issue in the SPS Committee

• Use good offices of the Chair

• OIE/IPPC mediation procedures

• Initiate dispute settlement procedures



34

Practical exercise

How to notify ?



SPS Notification Submission System

SPS NSS

SPS Regional Workshop Caribbean 



Pilot Group

Member Date

European Union 24/03/2011

Netherlands 24/03/2011

United States 12/04/2011

Costa Rica 12/05/2011

Canada 12/05/2011

New Zealand 12/05/2011

Belize 13/05/2011



Who’s using the NSS?

18 Members have been given access

Regular Emergency Modification

Belize 5

Chile 1 2 3

Costa Rica 2

EU 11 2 7

Netherlands 1

Morocco 2

New Zealand 8 5

United States 9



Notification Submission System

https://nss.wto.org









Tab 0 





Tab 14 



Login Names

NZLSPSNSS01  Administrative rights to submit

NZLSPSNSS02  Can fill out buy cannot submit



As soon as you enter, please select your language!!!



Please keep note of your Document ID!



Practical Session

https://nss.wto.org/testsps

New Zealand  login: NZLXXX01

Chile  login: CHLXXX01

Senegal  login: SENXXX01

Password: Summer2011



Questions/Comments

spscommittee@wto.org

mailto:spscommittee@wto.org
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More useful tools...

• Mentoring

• Step-by-step Manual

• Transparency Workshops, Geneva (One every 

two years)


