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Why Transparency?

• Enhanced clarity, 
predictability

• Affects market 
access
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Transparency elements

Obligations

• Notification of draft SPS regulations

• Designation of notification authority

• Publication of SPS regulations

• Establishment of enquiry point

Beyond obligations

• Taking advantage of notifications

Article 7, Annex  B

G/SPS/7/Rev.3
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New or modified regulation
+

No existing international standard or 
Different than the international standard

+
Significant impact on trade
(restricting or facilitating)

Notification of draft SPS regulations: 
What to notify?

NOTIFY

2008 
Transparency 
Procedures

Same as 
International 

Standard
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Notification of draft SPS regulations: 
When to notify and in which format?

Emergency measures
IMMEDIATELY!!

Regular measures

Allow 60 day comment period!!

When modifications are 
still possible
(draft text)
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Notification of draft SPS regulations: 
When to notify and in which format?

• Addendum – provides additional information 
or changes to an original notification

• Corrigendum – corrects error in original 
notification

• Revision – replaces an existing notification
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Notification of draft SPS regulations: 
New recommendations

G/SPS/7/Rev.3 - operational as of 1 December 
2008

• Notify measures based on international 
standards

• Default choice – 60 day comment period

• Identify date of publication

• Date of entry into force – 6 months after 
date of publication
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What else to notify? 

• Recognition of equivalence:

measure recognized, products covered 
(G/SPS/7/Rev.3 – specific format)

• Special and differential treatment: difficulties 
with notified measure

(G/SPS/33/Rev.1 – specific format, under review)

• Regionalization: 

request and/or determination 

(G/SPS/48 – no specific format)
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Who notifies?

National Notification Authority

Single central government authority 
responsible for the implementation of 
notification procedures

e.g., agency responsible for food safety, 
animal and plant health

Only one NNA
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Publication of regulations

Publish what?
SPS regulations

PromptlyWhen?

allow a reasonable interval 
(6 months) before entry 

into force
(except in urgent 

circumstances)
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Transparency timeline

1.Drafting of the regulation

2.Publication of a notice

3.Notification to other Members

4.Draft text upon request (or website)

5.Receive & discuss comments

7. Adoption of the regulation

8. Publication of the regulation

..
.T

im
e.

..

9. Entry into force of the regulationMin. 
6 months

Min. 
60 days

6. End of comment period
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Enquiry Point

Provides answers and documentation to all 
reasonable questions from interested 
Members

– Can be same as NNA

– Can have more than one but clearly 

define responsibilities
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All reasonable questions?

Regarding…

• SPS regulations, draft or adopted

• Inspection procedures, etc.

• Risk assessment

• Membership in international organizations or 

international agreements

• Text of these agreements
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Using the Enquiry Point: 
Beyond Obligations

• Collect/disseminate SPS information
– SPS documents

– SPS notifications received that could affect exports

• Inform other government agencies, private sector

• Coordinate comments on other countries’ 
notifications
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Making it work

• Resources need not be extensive

• Existing infrastructure such as computer, 
photocopier, telephone, postal services, fax

• Additional resources such as email and 
internet

But more importantly
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Enquiry Point

Other government bureaus

Private sector

Geneva mission

OIE, Codex, and IPPC

WTO Secretariat
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Notifications 
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Notifications circulated (2000 – 05/2011)
Total: 11,247 
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Share of Total Notifications Submitted by Developing country 

Members (including LDCs)
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Top Notifiers (30/06/10)
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Since December 2008

Regular Notifications
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Since December 2008

Emergency Notifications
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Participating Members Transparency 

Status

WTO Member

Has Notified SPS:
Has Notified

SPS

Measures
Enquiry Point

National

Notification Authority*

Antigua and Barbuda X X X

Barbados X X X

Belize X X X

Dominica X X

Grenada X X

Guyana X X

Haiti X X

Jamaica X X X

Saint Lucia X X

Saint Vincent and the 

Grenadines

X X X

Suriname X X

Trinidad and Tobago X X X
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…and if the proposed measure will have an 

impact on my exports?
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Symbol Type Distribution Members Products
Regions or countries 
likely to be affected

G/SPS/N/ECU/83 R 15/03/2010 Ecuador

Plant products with foliage: 
Ornamental palms, areca palms, date 
palms, coconut palms, banana trees, 
ginger (Zingiberaceae), heliconias
(Heliconiaceae), bird of paradise 
(Strelitziaceae), screw pine 
(Pandanaceae), and other ornamental 
aroids and Musaceae.

26 countries (Dominica, 
Saint Lucia, Grenada, 
Haiti, Jamaica, and 
Trinidad and Tobago)

G/SPS/N/KOR/313 E 12/02/2009 Korea Dried persimmon fruit

Asia , North America  
South America (French 
Guinea, Guyana, 
Suriname), Oceania 

G/SPS/N/KOR/339 E 07/08/2009 Korea

Plants for planting including nursery 
stocks, scions and cuttings, etc. 
(excluding seeds) in the family 
Rutaceae, Cuscuta spp and Artocarpus
heterophyllus

Mexico (Yucatan), Belize, 
Cuba, Dominican 
Republic

G/SPS/N/USA/1962 E 23/10/2009 United States

Prohibited Plant Genera (Rutaceae): 
Aeglopsis, Atalantia, Balsamocitrus, 
Bergera, Calodendrum, Citrofortunella, 
Citroncirus, Citrus, Clausena, 
Fortunella, Limonia, Microcitrus, 
Murraya, Poncirus, Severinia, Swinglea, 
Toddalia, and Triphasia

Belize 



SPS Information 
Management System

(SPS IMS)
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Why SPS IMS?

• Since 1995

 > 10,000 SPS notifications

 > 2,000 other SPS documents

 > 300 specific trade concerns (STCs)

 Enquiry Point/Notification Authority   
info changing frequently
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Why SPS IMS?

- Tool for tracking WTO/SPS info

– Significant efficiency gains

– Enhanced analytical capabilities

– Better service for Members
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What data is in the 
SPS IMS?

• Content of SPS notifications

• Basic info on all SPS-related documents

• Details of all STCs

• Contact information on EPs/NNAs
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How does it help Members?

• to generate with one click:

– Monthly/Weekly/Daily Summary of 
Notifications

– Latest list of Enquiry 
Points/Notification Authorities

– Transparency overview

– Membership in WTO and ISSBs

“Predefined reports”
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How does it help Members?

• to undertake searches / prepare reports 
according to specific needs:
– Product- or region-specific searches on 

notifications

– Theme-specific searches on Committee 
documents, e.g. on regionalization

– Queries on specific trade concerns related 
to specific Members or products

Possible to export all results to Excel
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SPS IMS - Exercise 
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www.wto.org

http://www.wto.org/
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SPS Information Management System 

http://spsims/
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http://spsims/
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Tips for searching

– To search in a free text field for the term 
ISPM 15 (but not ISPM), enter “ISPM 15”

– To see specific fields in search results, use 
custom reporting

– To sort a column in search results in 
ascending or descending order, click on the 
column title

– If you select more than one search 
criteria, records meeting all criteria ONLY 
will be shown (AND function)



Search using custom reporting
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Search using custom reporting
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Search using custom reporting
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Search using custom reporting
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Search using custom reporting
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How can I get more information 

on the SPS IMS?

• Go to http://spsims.wto.org click 

on Help

• Contact: spsims@wto.org

http://spsims.wto.org/


Tomorrow’s breakout session: 

• How to prepare and react to SPS notifications

• Introduction of the Notifications Submission 
System (NSS)

• NNA and Enquiry Points


