
Facilitating Safe Trade

Reducing trade costs
Improving health protection

:

www.standardsfacility.org



WTO SPS Agreement

Right to protect 
human, animal, 
plant life or health

Obligation to avoid 
unnecessary and 
unjustified barriers 
to trade



Development of SPS measures

• SPS measures should inter alia be:

– non-discriminatory

– transparent

– not more trade-restrictive than necessary

– science-based (risk assessment)

• Harmonization – international standards 

CODEX OIE IPPC



Implementation of SPS measures 
Annex C 

Avoid unnecessary trade disruption and costs when performing
control, inspection and approval procedures

• no undue delays;
• information requirements limited to what is necessary;
• non-discriminatory fees;
• non-discrimination in siting of facilities/selection of samples;
• procedure to review complaints, take corrective action, etc.

SPS Annex C closely linked to TFA



TFA Final Provisions: 
paragraph 6

“nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as
diminishing the rights and obligations of Members
under the TBT and SPS Agreements.”

BUT…..

some TFA provisions may be "SPS-plus“ or “TBT-plus”
adding obligations going beyond SPS & TBT Agreements



“SPS-
or TBT 
-plus”

Provide advance 
rulings besides tariff 

classification and origin 

(TF Art. 3)

Publish wide range of 
information related to 

import/export requirements 
and procedures 

(TF Art. 1)

Border Agency 
Cooperation

(TF Art. 8)

Inform on detention of 
goods and facilitate 

test procedures 

(TF Art. 5)
Allow pre-arrival 

processing / Publish 
average release times 

(TF Art. 7)

Freedom of transit: Limit 
formalities and 
documentation 
requirements 

(TF Art. 11)

Review and publish 
fees and charges 

(TF Art. 6)

Review and reduce 
import/export transit 

formalities 

(TF Art. 10)



Reducing trade costs, improving health protection: 
lessons from STDF work 

• Improve transparency 

• Streamline documentary requirements and control 
procedures

• Implement risk-based approaches

• Better coordination between SPS authorities and with 
customs - joint inspections, IT solutions

• Participate in NTFCs, TF needs assessments

TFA = opportunity to enhance dialogue and 
leverage funds to improve SPS border 
management



Towards paperless trade: 
SPS e-cert 

• UN/CEFACT standard for secure electronic 

transmission of SPS certification data

• Reduction of time/costs at borders and of 

fraudulent certificates    

• Challenges for developing countries  

• STDF seminars and projects: 

– “E-phyto” (FAO/IPPC, WBG, WCO, CITES, CFIA, 

USDA, private sector

– Veterinary e-cert proposal  (OIE/FAO/WBG)

E-cert




