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I. OCS Background

[1] The Online Comment System (OCS)
 is a system for defined stakeholders to apply, share and publish comments on documents; and for secretariats to compile comments in an easy and efficient manner (“with the click of a button”).

The OCS facilitates a common  way to enter comments and allows for comments to be shared for discussion. Through the OCS, designated contact points can submit comments on draft documents, with the support of up to four optional reviewers, designated by the same contact point.
The IPPC community has been using the OCS for consultations on draft International Standards on Phytosanitary Measures (ISPMs) and specifications since 2011. In December 2015, a new system has been purchased and customized in cooperation with the Codex Secretariat, based on new user requirements and following evolution of technology.

Since 2016, the system has also been used by different groups such as the IYPH Steering Committee, the ePhyto Steering Group, the Standards Committee and the Implementation and Capacity Development Committee to gather comments on their documents from their membership. More recently, OCS has also been used to gather comments from  the wider IPPC community (in the case of the draft IPPC Strategic Framework for 2020-2030).
II. Process for gathering regional comments
[2] Draft ISPMs for consultation are also analysed in the context of annual IPPC regional workshops. Each of these workshops has peculiarities in terms of attendance, organization and operations, but all workshops allow participants to provide their comments on the drafts, discuss them and later have them validated by IPPC contact points. 

[3] Comments on draft ISPMs are applied by IPPC contact points via the OCS. Before an IPPC regional workshop is held, CPs of countries participating in the  regional workshops, are requested to enter comments on draft ISPMs into the OCS to be shared with  other CPSs via sub-reviews created for each regional workgroup. At the workshops, these national comments are analysed and then accepted, edited or not considered. Once the workshop is over, contact points of participating countries are asked to express their endorsement to the comments agreed to at the regional workshop (by typing a general comment in the “IPPC” workgroup) or they may review the regional workshop comments, accept individual comments, edit them, or add new ones and then submit them as their own.
[4] In 2018, sub-reviews were set by respective RPPOs for the following regions: Asia (APPPC); Caribbean (CAHFSA); Europe and Mediterranean (EPPO); Near East (NEPPO); and the Pacific (PPPO). Due to regional specificities, sub-reviews for participants to the IPPC regional workshops for: 1) Africa; 2) Latin America; 3) Central and Eastern Europe and Central Asia were set through “IPPC Regional Workshop” accounts created in the OCS (rather than through an RPPO account). Through these sub-reviews, participants to the latter workshops (which may be member of different RPPOs) could also provide their comments and discuss them at the workshops. 
[5] Considering the OCS background and process for gathering regional comments, as well as the limited possibility for further system’s enhancements, RPPOs are requested to:

· Provide feedback on the use of the OCS in their region and within the context of regional workshops.
� OCS link: � HYPERLINK "https://ocs-new.ippc.int/" �https://ocs-new.ippc.int/� 
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