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Asia Pacific Plant Protection Commission 
(APPPC)

• Twenty five countries are 

currently members of the 

Commission:

• Australia, Bangladesh, 

Cambodia, China, 

Democratic People's 

Republic of Korea, Fiji, 

France, India, Indonesia, 

Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, 

Nepal, New Zealand, 

Pakistan, Papua New 

Guinea, Philippines, 

Republic of Korea, Samoa 

(Western), Solomon Islands, 

Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor-

Leste, Tonga, Vietnam
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Asia Pacific Plant Protection Commission 
(APPPC)
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• The Asia-Pacific Plant Protection 

Commission (APPPC) was convened in 

1956 and administers the Regional 

Plant Protection Agreement for Asia 

and the Pacific. 

• The commission coordinaties and 

promotes the development of regional 

plant protection systems, assisting 

member countries to develop effective 

plant protection regimes, setting 

standards for phytosanitary measures, 

and facilitating information sharing are 

among its key objectives. 

• The Commission provides a regional 

forum for cooperation and the full 

implementation of the Plant Protection 

Agreement for the Asia and Pacific 

region.



Global Symposium on Plant Pest Surveillance, 

29 October - 2 November 2012

Republic of Korea

• The symposium discussed and addressed the issue

of implementation of International standard on

phytosanitary measures (ISPM) 6: Guidelines for

surveillance.

• The symposium set priorities for the development of

manual guides based on NPPO questionnaires.

• The symposium Identified priority areas for national

and regional attention. Information gathered by the

IRSS questionnaire on ISPM 6 was used for this

purpose.

• With these key implementation areas identified,

manual frameworks were constructed by the

meeting participants. These frameworks contained

chapter headings with additional outline material

included as appropriate.
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REPORT OF THE GLOBAL SYMPOSIUM ON PLANT PEST SURVEILLANCE 

29 October – 2 November, 2012 

Anyang, Seoul, Republic of Korea 

 

Executive summary 

This symposium was established to develop assistance for countries in the implementation of 

International standard on phytosanitary measures (ISPM) 6: Guidelines for surveillance. It 

also set up for the first time priority setting for the development of manual guides based on 

comprehensive questionnaire results and manual framework description by an expert group 

with global representation. 

 

Countries were to be assisted in the production of national manuals on surveillance. This was 

done by: 

- Identifying the priority areas for attention. Information gathered by the IRSS 

questionnaire on ISPM 6 was used for this purpose. 

- With these areas identified, manual frameworks were constructed by the meeting 

participants. These frameworks contained chapter headings with additional outline 

material included as appropriate. 

 

Three basic areas of manual frameworks on surveillance were covered. These were: 

- Surveillance operational guidance 

- Surveillance technical support 

- Surveillance management support. 

Under these headings, twenty manual frameworks were constructed: 

 

1. Plant pest surveillance development  

2. Training manual guide for field surveys  

3. Information sharing and reporting (including warning)  

4. Auditing and verification  

5. Databases  

6. Response surveillance (plan/planning) including delimitation and trace-back  

7. Prioritisation – target pests  

8. Trapping  

9. Sampling and inspection  

10. Procedures for traceability  

11. Operational mapping/modelling  

12. Crop loss-damage assessment  

13. Response threshold  

 

14. Plant pest diagnostics 

15. Surveillance tools 

16. Information management 

17. Training (lab procedures and diagnostics) 

 

18. Policy and management 

http://www.apppc.org/node/2185793
http://www.apppc.org/node/2185793
http://www.apppc.org/node/2185793


IPPC Surveillance Implementation Pilot

• Biosecurity and National Plant 

Protection Organisations within the 

Asia Pacific region initiated several 

activities from the surveillance 

implementation pilot including 

hosting a workshop to develop 

surveillance reference materials for 

three global priority pests.

• APPPC and IPPC surveys and 

workshops also identified 

implementation and adoption gaps 

and prioritised the development of 

plant pest surveillance manuals and 

new tools for the implementation of 

these priorities (i.e. data collection, 

management and reporting). 
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Concept Note 
 

Putting the IPPC and standards into action – a pilot project on Surveillance 
 

Context of the Action 

Pests of plants, including invasive alien species are having unprecedented impacts on the economy, 

agriculture sustainability, food security and the environment as their global movement is accelerated 

as a consequence of trade and influenced by climate change. In the International Plant Protection 
Convention (IPPC), pests are defined as any species, strain or biotype of plant, animal or pathogenic 

agent injurious to plants or plant products (this includes invasive alien species). Preventing the 

introduction and spread of pests calls for global cooperation among countries to minimize the impacts 

of pests of plants. 

The IPPC is an international plant health agreement signed by 182 contracting parties aiming to 
protect cultivated and wild plants by preventing the introduction and spread of pests of plants. The 

IPPC provides contracting parties an international forum for cooperation, the setting of international 

standards, the sharing of information and implementation activities which strengthen contracting 

parties abilities to implement the Convention and its standards. 

The IPPC is governed by its Commission on Phytosanitary Measures (CPM) and it agreed during 2015 
to develop a long-term IPPC implementation programme as a practical contribution to all four IPPC 

strategic objectives, namely: 

• protecting sustainable agriculture and enhancing global food security through the prevention 

of pest spread; 

• protecting the environment, forests and biodiversity from plant pests; 

• facilitating economic and trade development through the promotion of harmonized 

scientifically based phytosanitary measures, and: 

• developing phytosanitary capacity for members to accomplish the preceding three objectives. 

This directly contributes to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) goal 

to eradicate hunger and poverty, plants being the base on which food security relies. 

This implementation programme will start with a pilot project focusing on surveillance, which is 

defined as an official process which collects and records data on pest occurrence or absence by survey, 

monitoring or other procedures. Surveillance is the foundation upon which other areas of a plant health 

system are built. Enhancing surveillance activities therefore has positive consequences on the whole 

functioning of phytosanitary systems in place, and in particular certification activities, assurance of the 

accuracy of pest freedom, trust in between trading partners, etc. Furthermore, pest surveillance is one 

of the national plant protection organization’s (NPPO) obligations and responsibilities that requires the 

cooperation and networking of a number of national stakeholders. Specific International Standards for 

Phytosanitary Measures (ISPMs), in particular ISPM 6 (Guidelines for surveillance), provide the 

framework for this topic. Baseline surveys performed through the Implementation Review and 

Support System (IRSS)1, the results of the Phytosanitary Capacity Evaluation (PCE)2 tool and the 

                                                      

1 The Implementation Review and Support System (IRSS) is an evaluation tool which identifies your country's 

plant protection challenges and best practices. How does this help your country? 

By generating global and regional information, a broader reach of country feedback improves upon the 

development of IPPC standards, taking into account as many country implementation challenges as possible.  



2014 APPPC Surveillance Information 
Management Systems (SIMS) Workshop
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APPPC 6-Year Surveillance 
Implementation Strategy 

• APPPC approved the coordination and 

delivery of a series of six annual 

regional surveillance implementation 

workshops for the regional 

harmonisation of ISPM6 (Guidelines for 

Surveillance).

• The strategy aimed to strengthen 

regional surveillance systems and 

management capabilities, supporting 

the implementation of international and 

regional surveillance standards (ISPM 

4, ISPM 6, ISPM 26 and RSPM No.3) 

through the provision of technical 

training, supporting reference 

documents, online learning resources 

and field surveillance tools. 
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• Plant Health Surveillance Systems Management (2016) 

• Surveillance Planning, Coordination and Delivery (2017) 

• Surveillance Information Management Systems (2018) 

• Surveillance Statistical Analysis, Mapping and Intelligence (2020)

• Surveillance Communication, Reporting and Response (2021)

• Plant Health Surveillance Pest-Free Areas Case Study (2022) 

APPPC Surveillance Implementation 
Strategy (2016-2022)
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APPPC Regional Surveillance Workshops 
(Thailand & China 2016-2018)
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FAO Regional Surveillance Programs



APPPC Surveillance Implementation  
STDF SIMS Project
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STDF Project 
Information Systems for Surveillance and Pest 

Reporting 
 

24 ̶ 26 April 2017 
 

Post-Entry Plant Quarantine Center No. 1  

Vien Street, Duc Thang ward 

Bac Tu Liem district 

Hanoi, VIETNAM 
 

MENTORING AND TRAINING WORKSHOP PROGRAM 
 

                       

     

 

     

                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• APPPC regional surveillance initiatives and experience is now being used to promote 

broader global surveillance implementation and harmonisation. These include; 

• Development of an e-Learning surveillance training course based on APPPC 

workshop materials and group exercises

• Development of a APPPC regional surveillance reference and resource 

portal (linked through IPPC Web Site) to support, maintain and promote the 

regional network and new surveillance members

• Development of a Global Surveillance Project Register to include regional 

APPPC projects and promote NPPO and regional projects (FAO TR4, FAW, 

CMD regional initiatives)

• Development of a Global Surveillance Experts Register to promote regional 

NPPO surveillance specialists and subject matter experts (surveillance data 

collection, training etc.) 

• Future opportunities to roll out the APPPC surveillance implementation model across 

other RPPO’s utilising regional subject and training experts

Future Opportunities for Regional & 
Global Surveillance Implementation
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