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1.

Opening of the Meeting

1.1

Welcome by the IPPC Secretariat

[1]

The Standards Committee (SC) Chairperson, Mr Ezequiel FERRO (Argentina), opened this informal
meeting of the SSC, which was being held via video-conferencing. He welcomed all participants and
then invited the IPPC Secretary, Mr Jingyuan XIA, to address the meeting.

[2]

The IPPC Secretary extended his welcome to all participants, noting that this was the first virtual
meeting of the SC. He began his opening remarks by thanking all those involved in standard setting for
the progress that had been made despite the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Bureau of the
Commission on Phytosanitary Measures (CPM) had held a special meeting to discuss the standard
setting process, illustrating the importance of standard setting to the work of the IPPC community. The
SC had worked hard in contributing comments via the Online Comment System, with 23 e-decisions
made and three draft standards approved for consultation, along with 13 phytosanitary treatments. The
Standard Setting Unit (SSU) had also worked hard to keep the standard setting work on track so that
consultations and calls could proceed as scheduled, and had collaborated well with other IPPC units,
such as the Integration and Support Team. The IPPC Secretary congratulated everyone on their
achievements and thanked them for their hard work.

[3]

The IPPC Secretary drew the attention of the SC to some of the developments that had happened in
response to the pandemic:
The CPM Bureau and IPPC Secretariat had issued guidance to national plant protection
organizations (NPPOs) on how to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 on plant health, and the
Secretariat had produced a new web page on the International Phytosanitary Portal, related to
COVID-19.
The IPPC community had adapted to a new way of working, with a range of virtual events taking
place, including meetings of the CPM Bureau, the International Year of Plant Health (IYPH)
International Steering Committee, the Implementation and Capacity Development Committee and
now also the SC, and informal briefings for regional plant protection organizations and NPPOs.
Certain elements of IYPH had been rescheduled to take place in 2021, including the ministerial
segment of CPM-15, the IYPH closing ceremony and the international plant health conference in
Helsinki. Other IYPH initiatives, however, had still gone ahead; for example, 11 countries had
issued a commemorative IYPH stamp and two countries had minted an IYPH coin. Zambia had
also agreed to champion an International Day of Plant Health (IDPH), for which the CPM
Bureau’s proposed date is 12 May each year. This is subject to a series of formal approvals,
including the FAO conference in 2021 and finally the United Nations General Assembly, but if
all goes well, the first IDPH will be in 2022.
Interest in, and use of, ePhyto had continued to grow, particularly because it allows paperless
trade.

[4]

The IPPC Secretary then placed the standard setting work in the wider context of the new strategic
framework being developed by FAO, and emphasized that the standard setting community will need to
continue to adapt to the changes prompted by COVID-19. Virtual meetings will be the new normal and
IPPC bodies may need to change the way they do things. He said that it is time the IPPC community
works on “one health” approaches, integrating animal and plant health, and this would be an important
area for the CPM Bureau to consider. The development of commodity standards will also be an
important priority for the SC, to support the IPPC strategic objective of facilitating safe trade. In closing
his opening remarks, the IPPC Secretary encouraged everyone to work together to move these important
issues forward.

[5]

The SC Chairperson thanked the IPPC Secretary for these comments.

[6]

The IPPC Standard Setting Unit (SSU) lead, Mr Avetik NERSISYAN, welcomed all participants and
introduced the newest member of the SSU. He then gave a brief update on SSU work over the course of
the pandemic, explaining that all personnel were teleworking, with the exception of one member of the
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team who was also in the office for part of the time. The SSU had been efficient in supporting the SC in
their daily work. The SSU lead also thanked all SC members for their efficient work, which had enabled
the consultations to go ahead as planned. He said that this informal, virtual meeting was an opportunity
to discuss ideas about how to take the SC work forward.

[7]

2.

Meeting Arrangements

2.1

Election of the Rapporteur

The SC agreed to use a recording of the meeting instead of electing a rapporteur.

2.2
[8]

Adoption of the agenda

The SC adopted the Agenda. This is provided as Appendix 1 to this report, followed by the Participants
list (Appendix 2).

3.

Updates

3.1

CPM Bureau – May and June 2020 meetings

[9]

The SSU lead presented the paper on recent meetings of the CPM Bureau1, noting that the CPM Bureau
is acting on behalf of CPM.

[10]

The Bureau had held an extraordinary session on the Standard setting process, at which some clear
decisions on commodity standards had been made: it had been agreed that the draft ISPM on
Commodity-based standards for phytosanitary measures (2019-008) and the draft specification for the
Technical Panel on Commodity Standards (2019-009) would be added to the List of topics for IPPC
standards and would be submitted to consultation; it had also been agreed to transfer the development
of these topics from the Bureau to the SC. In addition, the Bureau had approved the draft CPM
recommendation on Safe provision of food and other aid to prevent the introduction of plant pests during
an emergency situation (2018-026) for another round of consultation.

[11]

Another Bureau meeting, not mentioned in the SC paper, had been held on 9 July, at which two issues
related to standard setting had been discussed: the draft ISPM on Requirements for national plant
protection organizations if authorizing entities to perform phytosanitary actions (2014-002) and the
reorganization of pest risk analysis (PRA) standards. In relation to authorization of entities, the Bureau
had responded to the SC’s CPM paper2 by recommending that the SC submit the draft ISPM for
adoption, but leave the non-technical issues for the CPM to address. The Bureau had also agreed that a
webinar on authorization of entities would take place. In relation to the PRA standards, the Bureau had
recommended that the SC follow option 6 from the CPM paper submitted by the SC3, which would
result in one overarching standard with an annex for each of the three stages of PRA.

[12]

The SC:
(1)

noted the update on recent CPM Bureau meetings.

1

02_SC_Tel_2020_Jul.
CPM 2020/20 (further to SC 2019-11, agenda item 4.3).
3
CPM 2020/19 (further to SC 2019-11, agenda item 8.1).
2
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4.

SC Work Programme

4.1

Discussion on the upcoming work programme

Draft commodity standard and the draft specification for the Technical Panel on Commodity
Standards (TPCS) in the standard setting process
[13]

The SC Chairperson summarized the progress made to date, referring to the paper on commodity
standards submitted to the CPM4. As mentioned earlier in this meeting, the CPM Bureau had
subsequently approved the draft concept standard and the draft specification for the Technical Panel on
Commodity Standards (TPCS) for consultation.

[14]

The SC Chairperson proposed that the first issue to discuss was the stewardship of the draft concept
standard and the draft TPCS specification, so that country comments could be addressed after the
consultation.

[15]

The SC considered whether it was better to have one steward who covered both the concept standard
and the TPCS specification, or one steward for the standard and one for the TPCS specification. One
SC member suggested that the latter might be better as there are likely to be many comments on the
draft standard, but that it might be a good idea for each of the two stewards to also act as the assistant
steward for the other topic. This was supported by several other SC members, one also highlighting that
this would mean that the work could be done in a harmonized way.

[16]

Mr Samuel BISHOP (United Kingdom) offered to be Steward for the draft concept standard, as he had
been on the Focus Group on Commodity and Pathway Standards. Ms Joanne WILSON (New Zealand)
offered to be Assistant Steward.

[17]

One SC member suggested that, for Steward of the TPCS , it would be good to have someone with
experience of a technical panel, and suggested Mr Ezequiel FERRO (Argentina).

[18]

These offers and suggestions were supported by several SC members.

[19]

In response to a query, the SC Chairperson clarified that the stewards being chosen were for
development of the draft concept standard and the draft specification, not for the long-term development
of commodity standards, but noted that the stewards could be changed at a later date in any case.

[20]

The SC:
(2)

recommended Mr Samuel BISHOP (United Kingdom) as Steward, and Ms Joanne WILSON
(New Zealand) and Mr Ezequiel FERRO (Argentina) as Assistant Stewards, for the draft ISPM
on Commodity-based standards for phytosanitary measures (2019-008)

(3)

recommended Mr Ezequiel FERRO (Argentina) as Steward, and Ms Joanne WILSON (New
Zealand) and Mr Samuel BISHOP (United Kingdom) as Assistant Stewards, for the Technical
Panel on Commodity Standards (2019-009)
invited the IPPC Secretariat to open an e-decision on these recommendations, for formal
discussion and selection.

(4)
[21]

Looking ahead, the Secretariat highlighted one area for future discussion: the streamlining of the
Standard setting process. This possibility had been raised in the CPM paper on commodity standards, to
improve the speed at which commodity standards could be developed, and was particularly pertinent
given that a Call for topics is scheduled for 2021.

4

CPM 2020/18.
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Pest risk analysis reorganization
[22]

The SC Chairperson recalled that the SC considered six possible options for re-organization or
development of the PRA standards. The SC had submitted a paper to the CPM5 which had proposed that
the CPM discuss option 2 (revision of ISPM 11 (Pest risk analysis for quarantine pests), section 3 on
pest risk management) and option 5 (four standards –one overarching standard on the PRA process and
one for each stage of PRA). In response, the Bureau, on behalf of the CPM, had recommended that the
SC work on option 6 (one overarching standard on the PRA process with an annex for each stage of
PRA).

[23]

The Secretariat clarified that the members of the Bureau had reached this decision after asking their
PRA experts about what they would prefer, and the experts had said they would prefer all the information
to be in one ISPM.

[24]

The SSU lead highlighted that, when making recommendations, it is important that the SC formulates
the best options possible.

[25]

One SC member asked whether the Bureau has the authority to make any decisions regarding option 6
without the approval of all contracting parties via the CPM. The SSU lead confirmed that, following the
cancellation of CPM-15 in 2020, the Bureau had been authorized to take decisions on behalf of the CPM,
so a Bureau decision is the same as a CPM decision. He pointed out, however, that it is important to
wait until the report of the Bureau meeting has been published for full clarification of what had been
agreed about the PRA standards.

[26]

Several SC members gave their support to option 6, commenting on the logical, structured approach this
would provide and that this would align with the approach taken for ISPM 27 (Diagnostic protocols for
regulated pests) and ISPM 28 (Phytosanitary treatments). Some commented on the similarity between
options 5 and 6, with the information being the same but in a different place, meaning that the workload
would also be similar. One SC member commented on the clarity of the guidance that would be produced
by option 5, but that in terms of workload, option 6 would be the best. Another SC member expressed a
preference for either option 5 or option 6.

[27]

However, one SC member cautioned that option 6 is a huge workload and asked where the resources
would be found and whether the new standard would be developed by one expert working group or
would there be a group for each part of the standard? Given the choice of option 5 or option 6, this
member would prefer option 6 as it always better to have all the information in one standard, but with a
first preference of option 2 as being the more resource-efficient option.

[28]

While supporting either option 5 or option 6, another SC member commented that, at a future SC
meeting, the SC would need to discuss the prioritization of work (as opposed to the priorities of topics),
given the workload involved and specially now with the development of commodity standards in the
work programme.

[29]

The Secretariat highlighted that the draft ISPM on Pest risk management for quarantine pests (2014001) was on hold, pending this decision on the reorganization of the PRA standards.

[30]

In response to a query, the Secretariat also confirmed that the Bureau had added the new PRA standard
(option 6) as a topic to the List of topics for IPPC standards without there being a specification, so it
will be up to the SC to draft the specification.

[31]

The SC:
(5)

5

invited the IPPC Secretariat to open an e-forum once the report from the 9 July meeting of the
CPM Bureau is available, to consider the outcome of the Bureau’s discussions about the
reorganization of PRA standards.

CPM 2020/19.
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Webinar on “authorization of entities to perform phytosanitary actions”
[32]

The SSU lead introduced the paper6, explaining the proposal to hold a webinar to replace the side-session
on authorization of entities that would have been held had the CPM met in 2020. The webinar would be
an opportunity to explain the concept of authorization of entities to perform phytosanitary actions. An
outline agenda had been drafted, and it was proposed that the webinar would be held in autumn 2020.

[33]

One SC member commented that it is worth having a webinar as it would allow countries to articulate
their concerns point by point, but that it might not be possible to properly move forward with this issue
without a face-to-face event. Another SC member commented that a webinar might reach more people
because there were less costs involved for participants. A third SC member supported the idea of holding
a webinar, to give people the opportunity to express their concerns and allow the work on authorization
to move forward.

[34]

Several SC members commented that it is important that the programme is balanced; to this end, the
programme should include presentations from countries that have concerns about the draft standard,
explaining why their country is against it. It was also suggested that the webinar, should be made
available in a language that is appropriate for those countries with concerns (e.g. in Russian).

[35]

The SSU lead acknowledged that it would perhaps be a good idea to have two languages, English and
Russian, given that the main countries with concerns are Russian-speaking. He also highlighted that the
webinar is not part of the Standard setting process, but is just an opportunity to provide the maximum
possible information, to help countries in their decision-making.

[36]

Ms Sophie PETERSON (Australia), who had finished the CPM paper following the resignation of Mr
Ramesh RAMARTHNAM (Canada) from the SC, explained that the draft agenda was as developed for
a CPM side session, but maybe the agenda should be revisited in the light of the session being a webinar.

[37]

One SC member, in addition to supporting the idea of a webinar, suggested that it would be good to
have a virtual panel meeting. This should be focused and facilitated, with speakers on both sides
preparing their contributions beforehand (not spontaneously), and then the other side of the panel being
given the opportunity to respond. Given the Bureau’s advice to the SC to refer all non-technical issues
to the CPM, the panel would, however, only deal with technical issues, as non-technical concerns would
be outside the scope of an SC panel. The SC member suggested that the FAO Office for Corporate
Communication could be asked to advise on how to organize the panel in practical terms.

[38]

The SSU lead confirmed that the Secretariat has a list of the countries that have concerns over this draft
standard, following the consultation periods on the draft ISPM. He pointed out that the goals of the
webinar will not be achieved unless these countries participate in the webinar. He reiterated that if issues
raised are non-technical, they should be presented by the SC to the CPM, for CPM to decide.

[39]

Once SC member expressed the view, however, that people need to be given the opportunity to discuss
their concerns. With this in mind, the member suggested that perhaps the panel should be a Bureau panel
rather than an SC panel, as the technical issues have been resolved.

[40]

This suggestion was supported by another SC member, because the SC would not be able to respond to
non-technical concerns. The member suggested that the SC and Bureau try to understand the issues and
adopt a more collegiate approach, rather than following a confrontational approach of just having a vote,
because then there would be more chance of success. A further SC member agreed that the Bureau
should be involved in the discussion with concerned parties, also adding that it would be best for the
meeting to be informal rather than formal and that the countries need to bring specific issues, not just
general ones.

[41]

Several SC members explained that the issues raised by those countries expressing concerns are not
related to a lack of understanding of the draft standard, but that many of these countries fear that if the
6

03_SC_Tel_2020_Jul.
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standard were to be adopted, they would be forced to authorize. So, a webinar allowing countries to
express such concerns is crucial to moving this forward.
[42]

The Secretariat recalled that, during the regional workshops in 2019, some Asian countries had also
expressed concerns about the standard. Some aspects had become clearer for them during the workshop,
and the change in the title of the standard to include “if” had really helped, but some had commented
that they may not be able to implement the standard once adopted.

[43]

The SC:
(6)

invited the IPPC Secretariat to continue with preparations for a webinar on authorization of
entities to perform phytosanitary actions, taking into consideration the comments made during
this meeting and with support from the small SC group developing the concept of the CPM side
session with the lead of Ms Sophie PETERSON (Australia).

4.2

Update on recent developments regarding standard setting work

Search tool on phytosanitary treatments
[44]

The SSU lead briefly summarized progress to date on development of a search tool for phytosanitary
treatments7. This is a good example of a joint initiative between two IPPC units (SSU and the
Implementation and Facilitation Unit) and provides a good opportunity to improve the implementation
of phytosanitary treatments. However, it is still restricted because it holds limited information at present.
The Secretariat therefore wishes to improve it giving contracting parties to the opportunity to share best
practice with other countries.

[45]

The SC:

[46]

(7)

noted the update about the search tool on phytosanitary treatments.

5.

Any Other Business

There was no other business.

6.

Close of the Meeting

[47]

The SC Chairperson thanked all participants for their valuable contributions, and the SC ViceChairperson thanked the Secretariat and SC colleagues. The SSU lead expressed his gratitude to the SC
members for their active participation in this first, virtual SC meeting.

[48]

The report from this meeting, and the report from the 9 July meeting of the CPM Bureau, will be shared
with SC members once available.

[49]

The next virtual SC meeting will be in the second half of September 2020 (date to be confirmed), by
which time there should be greater clarity about the November SC meeting.

[50]

[51]

The IPPC Secretary thanked everyone for a productive meeting and encouraged everyone to “stay safe
and stay strong”.
The SC Chairperson closed the meeting.

7

04_SC_Tel_2020_Jul, Attachment 1.
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N/A

Ms Adriana MOREIRA
Standard Setting Officer
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N/A

N/A
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N/A
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N/A
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N/A
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Report writer
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