
The European and Mediterranean Plant 
Protection Organization

EPPO activities

Nico Horn
Director-General



1. EPPO  Panel on Global Phytosanitary Affairs

20 members from 17 countries plus European Commission



Scope

The Panel circulates information and develops harmonised 
views and positions for NPPOs on all matters relating to:
• the IPPC,
• the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures,
• relations with other RPPOs 
• and other relevant international agreements (e.g. the 

Sanitary and Phytosanitary Agreement).

EPPO Panel on Global Phytosanitary Affairs

(Source ToRs 17-23129)



• Develops a common EPPO view on strategic CPM 
issues

• Agreeing EPPO comments on draft Standards 
(ISPMs)

• Loading comments on OCS for EPPO member 
countries to endorse

• Reviewing documents in preparation for CPM 
meetings

• Coordinate Call for Topics for new Standards and 
Implementation material

EPPO  Panel on Global Phytosanitary Affairs

Tasks



• Propose nominations for Europe region 
representatives on CPM bodies (for endorsement by 
EPPO Council)

• Capacity building for input into draft ISPMs
• Capacity building for implementation of ISPMs
• Collaboration with RPPOs (e.g. TC, coordination 

meetings)
• Finding European stewards for draft ISPMs

EPPO Panel on Global Phytosanitary Affairs
Tasks



• It is expected that experts from the EPPO 
region serving on CPM Bodies will also be 
members of the Panel

•The Panel normally meets three times per 
year (use of teleconference)

• In between regular meetings 
teleconferences or e-mail consultations 
when needed. 

EPPO Panel on Global Phytosanitary Affairs

Way of working



IPPC Regional Workshops 
The objectives of IPPC Regional Workshops are:
• analyze and prepare comments on draft ISPMs;
• build phytosanitary capacity and raise awareness on 

various activities of the IPPC Community; and
• provide a forum to exchanging experiences and ideas at 

the regional level.
• Input for the Panel discussion to formulate EPPO 

comments and position

EPPO P GLOB

IPPC RW Europe and Central Asia (ECA)



Objectives:
Perform risk assessment
Identify the endangered area
Identify risk management options

2. EPPO Expert Working Groups for PRA

EPPO 
Scheme

Mapping and modelling

Risk management

Core members + ad hoc members

Pest

Crop

Economics

Since 2005 
approx 5 EWGs

per year
organizedExperts from area(s) where

the pest is present invited

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Composition of the Panel will be as follow (one expert may be able to play more that one role): ·           2 experts on the pest or the group of pests studied. ·           2 experts in risk management ·           1 expert on the crop concerned, ·           1 expert with knowledge in running the EPPO PRA scheme,·           1 expert on tools to help on assessing the future distribution of the pest  (e.g.GIS,Climex)·           1 expert in socio-economicsCare will be taken so that the expertise is representative of the region, in particular if crop husbandry and other key element differ substantially across the region. The EPPO Secretariat will request nominations from NPPOs to constitute a list of experts from which it will select the members of each specific meeting. There will be nominations both for the core group of experts and for the ad hoc membership. EPPO encourage nominations of experts from institutions outside the NPPOs such as research institutes or universities. The ad hoc experts will be selected on the basis of their declared expertise, and they will be consulted or called upon to participate to meetings on specific pests or group of pests. Members of other EPPO specific Panels (e.g. Panel on Diagnostics, Panel on Bacterial Diseases, Panel on Nematodes…) will also be called upon if appropriate. A specific call for nominations will be made in the case when no experts have previously been identified for a specific pest or group of pests. 



Communication on PRA

Datasheets
Reports of PRA

PRA documents available in EPPO Global Database and 
Platform on PRAs:

These working-procedures provide to EPPO member countries 
appropriate information for the technical justification of 
phytosanitary measures established for certain pests

NEW!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The reports of PRA together with the full records of PRA produced in the new system and the datasheets will finally be posted on the EPPO website (www.eppo.org) for all pests studied by the Panel (both for positive and negative outcome). They will be available to any interest parties. Reports of PRA posted on the EPPO website both for positive (listed pest) and negative results. PRA documents produced in previous years only provided to EPPO members



3. Guidelines on the design and 
implementation of a buffer zone

• Scope: provides general guidance on how to design buffer 
zones to minimize the probability of spread of a pest into or 
out of delimited areas

• Public: risk assessors and risk managers, to help traceability
of recommendations in Pest Risk Analysis or contingency
plans, or when deciding on measures for an outbreak



• Based on Literature review, data retrieval & expert judgement
• Dispersal behaviour usually described by a dispersal kernel

• When possible, models analyzing suitable data should be used
• Estimation of a risk parameter can also be done using expert 

knowledge elicitation (EKE): estimation of the range, median, lower and 
upper quartile of a parameter

-> EWG with experts on the biology, risk manager & a facilitator

Key element: Estimation of dispersal behaviour

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To estimate the dispersal kernel of the pest, an estimation can be made of the important parameters of the dispersal curve (e.g. mode, median and maximum of the dispersal distance). The assessors express their uncertainty of these parameters by expressing the values of the estimated parameters in terms of probability distributions (see section 3.9.3 of EFSA (2018) Guidance on quantitative pest risk assessment). 



Dynamic parts: 
automatically
generated by 

GD

4. Revision of EPPO Datasheets (±400)



EPPO’s achievements are only possible because 
of the collaboration of experts from our region 

but also from other parts of the world. 
Thanks to all! 

All EPPO Standards 
and 

recommendations
are available in 
Global Database
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