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REPORT
REGIONAL WORKSHOP OF THE INTERNATIONAL PLANT PROTECTION
CONVENTION (IPPC) / FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE
UNITED NATIONS (FAO) FOR EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA 2020
1.
1.1

Opening of the Meeting
Welcoming remarks

[1]

Ms Masumi YAMAMOTO, Implementation and Facilitation Officer of the IPPC Secretariat welcomed
participants to the IPPC Regional Workshop on behalf of the IPPC Secretariat. She highlighted the three
main objectives of the workshop and thanked the organizing committee for their work on the
organization of the workshop and all participants for their attendance. Mr Jingyuan Xia, IPPC Secretary
thanked all for their active participation and promotion of the International Year of Plant Health (IYPH),
through a video message.

[2]

Mr Piotr WLODARCZYK, Agricultural Officer from the FAO Regional Office for Europe and Central
Asia (REU) presented opening remarks on behalf of FAO Assistant Director-General of FAO and
Regional Representative for Europe and Central Asia, and stressed that it is critical to mitigate the risk
of plant pests and protect food security and economic development, particularly during the COVID-19
pandemic. He confirmed that the FAO Regional Office is ready to support countries in this region that
are facing phytosanitary challenges.

[3]

Mr Nico HORN, Director-General of the European Mediterranean Plant Protection Organization (EPPO)
made opening remarks and welcomed participants to the Regional Workshop on behalf of EPPO. He
highlighted the importance of continuing to work together to address issues in plant health, especially
during 2020, the International Year of Plant Health. He encouraged participants to actively contribute
to the discussions during the Regional Workshop despite the challenges posed by having a virtual
meeting this year.

2.
2.1
[4]

Election of the Chairperson

Mr Ringolds ARNITIS (Latvia) was elected as Chairperson.
2.2

[5]

Meeting arrangements

Election of the Rapporteur

Ms Khayala DADASHOVA (Azerbaijan) was elected as Rapporteur.
2.3

Adoption of the agenda

[6]

The IPPC Secretariat informed the participants that the draft agenda was sent to all participants by email
prior to the meeting. She noted that the draft ISPM related to authorization was not on the agenda this
year and that the workshop for this region discussed the topic extensively in previous years. Participants
were informed that a webinar, Enhancing the understanding of the concept on authorization of entities
to perform phytosanitary actions, will take place on 20 October 2020 and that the invitation and detailed
agenda will be sent to all IPPC Official Contact Points.

[7]

Agenda was adopted as presented (Appendix 1).

3.
3.1
[8]

Administrative matters
Participants list

The participants list was shared with registered participants prior to the meeting by email and is
provided in Appendix 2.
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In addition, participants were informed that the presentation slides for the 2020 IPPC Regional
Workshops are available on the IPP1 and draft ISPMs for consultation are available on the IPP2. Russian
translations of the draft ISPMs were not provided this year.

4.

Updates on governance and strategic issues

4.1

Governance and strategy (CPM, CPM Bureau)

On behalf of Ms Marica GATT, the CPM Bureau member for Europe who was not able to attend the
meeting, the IPPC Secretariat delivered the presentation, which provided an update on governance and
strategy with a particular focus on the impact of the pandemic on the functioning of the CPM governing
bodies, CPM Bureau decisions and the way forward.

4.2

Update from Standards Committee

[11]

Ms Mariangela CIAMPITTI, Standards Committee member for Europe, provided an update on the
activities of the Standards Committee (SC).

[12]

One participant asked why the draft ISPM related to authorization is still being developed and why
there are no ISPMs on weeds, cut flowers or fumigation available. An SC member from the region
clarified that a standard on fumigation has been adopted (ISPM 43 Requirements for the use of
fumigation as a phytosanitary measure) and that work to develop an ISPM on cut flowers is pending
because of the development of the draft ISPM on commodity-based standards for phytosanitary
measures. She recommended that any new topics for standards or for implementation materials be
submitted to the IPPC Secretariat during the next Call for Topics, in 2021. She further clarified that the
draft ISPM related to authorization was not in consultation this year and is therefore not on the agenda
for the workshop. SC had prepared a discussion paper on this draft ISPM for CPM-15 but, since the
CPM was postponed, it was not discussed. In order to allow further discussion on concerns relating to
this draft ISPM, a webinar3 will be held in October 2020. She invited the participants to attend the
webinar and share their viewpoints. The Chair clarified that there would be a presentation on how to
develop a proposal for a new topic later in the workshop.

[13]

The EPPO representative noted that three draft specifications were distributed for consultation this year
and that the consultation period closed 31 August 2020. He explained that it is difficult to develop the
regional position on draft specifications without the opportunity to discuss them during the workshop.
He suggested that the IPPC Secretariat consider changing the deadline of future consultations on draft
specifications until at least mid-September so that they may be discussed during the regional workshops.

[14]

A participant asked whether the proposed vapour heat-modified atmosphere treatment (draft annex to
ISPM 28) would have an impact on the taste of fruit and whether this has been tested in the laboratory.
An SC member clarified that treatments are not normally discussed during the workshops but that the
EPPO steward agreed with the comment, which will be discussed during the EPPO Panel on Global
Phytosanitary Affairs.

4.3
[15]

Update from Implementation and Capacity Development Committee

Ms Olga LAVRENTJEVA, Chairperson and member for Europe of the Implementation and Capacity
Development Committee (IC) provided an update on the activities of the IC.

1

Presentations for 2020 IPPC Regional Workshops are available at: https://www.ippc.int/en/coreactivities/capacity-development/regional-ippc-workshops/2020-ippc-regional-workshop/
2
Draft ISPMs for consultations available at: https://www.ippc.int/en/core-activities/standards-setting/memberconsultation-draft-ispms/
3
Webinar: Enhancing the understanding of the concept on authorization of entities to perform phytosanitary
actions : https://www.ippc.int/en/events/event/873/
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Update on the Sea Containers Task Force

Mr Nico HORN introduced a PowerPoint presentation with voice-over, which provided an update on
the activities of the Sea Container Task Force (SCTF). Following the presentation, he apologized for
the quality of the sound in English interpretation and recommended that participants who could not hear
the English interpretation watch the version that is posted on the IPP 4 . He stressed that this is an
important issue for this region and asked for comments and discussion. One participant suggested that
the sea containers standard should also address the transit risks of conveyances.

5.

Section 1: Discuss the substantive comments on draft standards and
recommendations

5.1 Audit in the phytosanitary context (2015-014)
[17]

Mr Álvaro SEPÚLVEDA LUQUE, an SC member for Latin America and the steward of this draft ISPM,
presented an overview of the draft standard which was approved by SC for first consultation in 2020.
The presentation highlighted general considerations to be taken into account for the audits, and then the
steps for the planning and delivery of audits. The participants were invited to consider possible
implementation issues, such as the availability of audit guidance tools, auditor training, and legal or
regulatory frameworks.

[18]

He clarified that ISPM 20 (Guidelines for a phytosanitary import regulatory system) stated that an
NPPO may determine whether or not to conduct an audit, confirming that audits are not mandatory. He
also explained that the draft audit standard and the draft standard on authorization were closely linked
with each other and if the authorization standard is not adopted, then this draft ISPM will need to be
modified. However, there is time to adjust the content of the two draft ISPMs to ensure they are
complementary and appropriately linked.

[19]

The EPPO representative explained that there should be a clear distinction between audits carried out
by the NPPO in their own country or the NPPO of an importing countries carrying out audits in an
exporting country.

[20]

The Steward shared that in some countries it is very common for NPPOs to authorize entities to carry
out activities and even to carry out audits. However, the responsibility for official activities still remains
with the NPPOs. When it is not feasible to have enough inspectors to do all the work, many countries
authorize other entities to carry out some of the activities.

[21]

Several participants expressed concern about moving forward with the draft ISPM on audits when a
decision has not yet been taken on the draft ISPM related to authorization of entities and that this draft
ISPM could diminish the role of the phytosanitary inspectors. The need to improve national
phytosanitary systems and processes was also highlighted.

[22]

The EPPO representative also acknowledged that the draft ISPMs on audits and on authorization were
closely linked and that it was essential for these two standards to be developed together, but added that
there was enough time to discuss both draft ISPMs. He expressed his intent to attend the webinar in
October to present the views of the region and to work to get the two draft ISPMs on track so they may
be addressed in parallel.

5.2
[23]

Focused Revision of ISPM 12 in relation to re-export (2015-011)

Ms Laurence BOUHOT-DELDUC, an SC member for Europe, delivered a presentation on the focused
revision of ISPM 12 (Phytosanitary certificates) in relation to re-export. She explained that the majority
of the proposed changes are aimed at clarifying issues related to re-exports, without changing the core

4

Presentations for 2020 IPPC Regional Workshops are available at: https://www.ippc.int/en/coreactivities/capacity-development/regional-ippc-workshops/2020-ippc-regional-workshop/
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requirements of the existing standard. She highlighted the major revisions and also identified two
paragraphs in the draft standard for which countries in the region had shared substantive comments:


The new text related to “place of origin” [paragraph 163] implies that repacking or storage leads
to possible exposure to pests in other places and thus these places should be declared. The
comments suggested the other places should be declared only in situations when there is
possible exposure to pests during repacking or storage.



There were also comments related to [paragraph 241] which explains that if a possible risk of
infestation or contamination is identified, an additional inspection should be carried out to
verify that the consignment has not been exposed to infestation or contamination by pests.

[24]

One participant indicated that the need for re-export certificates is under discussion in his country. Some
experts pointed out that the issuer of the PC (Phytosanitary Certificate) should be responsible for
meeting the requirements of the destination country.

[25]

Some participants stressed that re-export certificates are very important for facilitating trade and
indicating the responsibility for the phytosanitary status of consignments. A participant also stressed
that one of the most important issues was to ensure that multiple countries were declared as ‘place of
origin’ on the PC, where relevant.

[26]

The SC member clarified that the country issuing a PC takes responsibility for certifying the fulfilment
of the phytosanitary import requirements of the importing country but cannot be responsible for further
exports from the destination country, as these are outside their control. She reminded participants that
each time a product is grown, stored or repacked, there is a risk of infestation or contamination. She
emphasized that declaring all places where the consignments were repacked or stored on the PC will
clarify the phytosanitary risk of the consignments. She also noted that CPM requested in 2011 that a
definition be considered for “identity (of a consignment)” and that ISPM 12 contained some selfcontradictory and unclear text on re-export issues.

[27]

The Chair highlighted that it was important to have the Russian translations of the draft standards
available for participants, so that Contracting Parties from the region can properly review and fully
discuss these issues.

5.3
[28]

Draft 2020 Amendments to ISPM 5 (Glossary on phytosanitary terms) (1994-001)

Ms Laurence BOUHOT-DELDUC presented an overview of the proposed amendments to ISPM 5. The
term “incidence” has been proposed for deletion and the draft Amendments to ISPM 5 include revisions
to the terms “emergency action”, “clearance (of a consignment)” and “detection survey”. She also
identified some of the key comments shared by countries in the region, as follows:
1. Emergency action – one country suggested the addition of examples to clarify the meaning of
the term “operation’ in the revised definition.
2. “Clearance (of a consignment)” – after revision, the term would be almost synonymous with
“compliance procedure (of a consignment)” which is defined as an “official procedure used to
verify that a consignment complies with phytosanitary import requirements or phytosanitary
measures related to transit.”
3. Detection survey – a comment suggested not adding “place of production or production site”
to the revised definition, as it may lead to confusion with the term “inspection” and as the
definition of “survey” already includes “place of production and production site”.

[29]

One of the participants asked about the definition of “phytosanitary” and what would be a noun for the
term noting that this term is not in the Glossary. The SC member noted that this question was raised at
the regional workshop previously. It is a complex term and some languages do not have an equivalent
term. She suggested that additional information was available in the explanatory document on ISPM 5.
An EPPO expert also noted that English does not have a noun for “phytosanitary”.
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Commodity-based standards for phytosanitary measures (2019-008)

[30]

Ms Laurence BOUHOT-DELDUC presented an overview of the development of this standard. She
explained that this is expected to be an overarching concept standard and that in the future individual
commodity standards would be developed as annexes.

[31]

The presenter highlighted the six basic principles of particular importance and relevance to commoditybased standards.

[32]

She further clarified that the inclusion of a measure in a commodity standard does not create any
obligation for a Contracting Party (CP) to approve it, register it or adopt it for use in its territory and
that commodity standards are intended to provide benefits to both importing and exporting countries.

[33]

The presenter introduced two of the main comments shared from countries in the region:
1. General comment: It would be desirable that in developing the standard, focus would be made,
not on the lists of pests associated with certain products, but on the development of guidelines,
rules and criteria to justify the use of certain phytosanitary measures in various situations, for
pests having a different level of risk, for harmonization of measures for the same commodity
that may have multiple pests of a different risk level associated.
2. Regarding criteria for inclusion of measures, the draft ISPM could also include measures that
have not been set as phytosanitary import requirements by at least one CP, if the level of
effectiveness of those measures has been scientifically demonstrated to be acceptable.

[34]

One participant noted that the interpretation for the presentation was not satisfactory. The Chair
reiterated that Russian translations of the draft standards are important to allow countries in the region
to review them and prepare comments.

5.5
[35]

Draft CPM Recommendation: Safe provision of food and other aid to prevent the
introduction of plant pests during an emergency situation (2018-026)

Ms Barbara PETERSON, Implementation and Facilitation officer of the IPPC Secretariat provided an
overview of the draft CPM Recommendation that was distributed for a second round of consultation in
2020.

6.

Section 2: Implementing and raising awareness in the framework of FAO/RPPOs

6.1

Regional FAO phytosanitary capacity development activities – impact of COVID-19 on
plant protection in the countries

[36]

Mr Piotr WLODARCZYK raised the issue of the impact of COVID-19 on plant protection in countries
in the region. He noted that while there has been a lot of discussion about the impact of the pandemic
on human and animal health as well as economy, there has been relatively little discussion about the
impact of the pandemic on plant health. He invited the participants to share their experiences on the
impact that the pandemic has had on NPPO work in the countries.

[37]

EPPO representative shared their observation that, although the IPPC meetings have been affected,
much of the work can be carried out virtually. He added that, nevertheless, it was unfortunate that faceto-face interactions could not take place.
6.2

[38]

Regional Plant Protection Organization activities

Mr Nico HORN presented an update on the activities of the European and Mediterranean Plant
Protection Organization (EPPO). The presentation highlighted the role of the EPPO Panel on Global
Phytosanitary Affairs and the EPPO Expert Working Groups for PRA. It also provided an update on
other EPPO work, including: buffer zone guidelines and the revision of EPPO Datasheets.
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The participants discussed the development of IT technologies that might be used to develop buffer
zones and forecast of pest dispersal. The presenter cautioned that the availability of data on dispersal
capacity of pests in scientific literature is limited and this poses a challenge. If enough data is available,
then IT technologies may be very useful. Otherwise, expert judgment is required to interpret the limited
data that is available. The IPPC Secretariat highlighted that a topic to develop a smartphone application
related to surveillance of Xyllela fastidiosa was proposed and the IPPC Secretariat plans to issue a call
to collect materials already developed by other organizations. These materials may be available on the
IPP5 if considered suitable by the IC.

7.

Section 3: Moving together from ideas to action

7.1

International Year of Plant Health legacy

[40]

Mr Ralf LOPIAN, Chairperson of the International Year of Plant Health (IYPH) International Steering
Committee (ISC) presented the status of the planned activities for the IYPH and highlighted the
importance of activities that will result in an IYPH legacy and endure beyond 2020. He reported that,
although many planned IYPH activities have been affected by the current COVID-19 restrictions, the
IYPH social media campaigns have been very successful.

[41]

He invited participants to share their national and regional online events with the IYPH Secretariat
(IYPH@fao.org) so that they may be added to the IYPH calendar6. He also encouraged participation in
a “Day in the Life” and to be active on social media.

[42]

Participants thanked Mr LOPIAN for this initiative and shared some of the ways they are highlighting
the importance of plant health during the IYPH. They highlighted the importance of having established
an IYPH and their enthusiasm for the establishment of a Day of Plant Health on 12 May each year and
expressed sincere gratitude to Mr Lopian for his hard work and enthusiasm in establishing and
promoting the IYPH.
7.2

IPPC PFA guide: how to support the implementation of the Convention and ISPMs

[43]

Mr Nico HORN informed participants that a short version of the presentation would be presented
instead of the full version prepared by the IPPC Secretariat due to the time constraints. He explained
that the IPPC Secretariat produces guides and training materials to support the implementation of
standards, under the guidance of the IC. He then presented an overview of the Pest Free Area (PFA)
guide7 that was published in 2019 and provided some examples of PFA that have been established for
fruit flies and for other pests.

[44]

One participant asked whether establishing a PFA would be sufficient or whether the NPPO of the
importing country would request to verify this information. He asked about what happens when a PFA
was established for one pest, but not for other pests. The presenter explained that it depends whether
the NPPO of the importing country has PFA as an option in their import requirements and, if not, that
there may be a need for a bilateral arrangement between the importing and exporting countries. He also
clarified that a PFA is specific to a particular pest and there may be other pests of concerns for the
importing country. Nonetheless, a PFA may be very effective in helping to secure market access,
particularly in situations where there is one key pest of concern. The presenter also confirmed that an
entire country can be a PFA provided that the NPPO carries out surveys and applies measures to
maintain the PFA. He also clarified that product traceability is applicable to any export and there need
to be assurances that the product is from the PFA.

[45]

The IC member asked the FAO REU representative to consider whether they would be able to translate
the PFA Guide into Russian, explaining that it would be very beneficial to the countries in the region.
5

Contributed resources available at: https://www.ippc.int/en/core-activities/capacity-development/guides-andtraining-materials/contributed-resource-list/
6
IYPH Calendar is available at: http://www.fao.org/plant-health-2020/events/en/
7
Guide for establishing and maintaining Pest Free Area available at: https://www.ippc.int/en/publications/88508/
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The FAO REU representative agreed that translating the PFA Guide would be of value and asking
whether the IPPC Secretariat has plans to translate it to Russian. He confirmed that the FAO Regional
office does occasionally provide language versions, but not routinely. It depends on whether resources
are available. Most of the translations completed by FAO REU have been done within the context of a
project. The IPPC Secretariat confirmed that no resources have been identified yet to translate this guide
into Russian and that they are seeking cooperators / donors to assist in this regard.
[46]

Other participants supported that the PFA Guide should be translated to Russian and one participant
specifically requested that the guide, the agenda and all the meeting documents should be available in
Russian which is one of the FAO official languages.
7.3

Preparation for 2021 Call for Topics: Standards and Implementation

[47]

Ms Olga LAVRENTJEVA delivered a presentation that outlined the steps CPs should follow when
preparing a proposal for the next Call for Topics: Standards and Implementation, in 2021. She clarified
that the Call for Topics is not just a mechanism for proposing standards but also for proposing
implementation resources including IPPC Guides. She highlighted that ideally, potential topics should
have the support of multiple countries and regions. She stressed the importance of countries in the
region working together to develop a proposal on a topic and invited them to consider the needs of the
region and get actively involved in preparing a submission.

[48]

One participant highlighted the importance of developing a standard on weeds. The presenter invited
participants to work on preparing a proposal, if they have an idea. Another participant asked what
language should be used when developing a submission. The presenter responded that the preference is
English to facilitate the review process.
7.4

ePhyto

[49]

Ms Aoife CASSIN of the IPPC Secretariat provided an update on ePhyto. She highlighted recent
developments and successes, including the availability of online training for GeNS.

[50]

One participant asked whether the EU countries listed in the presentation use TRACES and how that
fits within the ePhyto system. The presenter clarified that there is a channel that goes from the country,
to the Hub to TRACES and then to the country, but that the EU currently can only receive ePhytos. The
presenter indicated that the ePhyto system can connect to different lists, such as the EPPO list, but that
lists can also be tailored to meet the specific needs of a country.

[51]

One participant requested that the IPPC Secretariat to offer a specific webinar on the ePhyto solution to
member countries in the ECA region. The IPPC Secretariat noted the request and also recommended
that participants refer to the online GeNS training which is available on the IPP8 and which provides
clear step-by-step guidance.
7.5

[52]

Ms Barbara PETERSON of the IPPC Secretariat delivered a presentation highlighting recent
enhancements to the IPPC website relevant to National Reporting Obligations (NRO) and providing
responses to some commonly asked questions.

8.
[53]

National Reporting Obligations

Conclusion of the workshop / Date and Venue of the Next Meeting

The IPPC Secretariat announced the venue of the next Workshop. The next face-to-face IPPC Regional
Workshop for Europe and Central Asia will be held in Azerbaijan, unless there is a decision to hold the
IPPC Regional Workshops virtually again. The dates will be determined in consultation with the host
country and organizing committee.

8

IPPC ePhyto solutions- training platform: https://training.ephytoexchange.org/
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[54]

The IPPC Secretariat also informed that Montenegro, Armenia and Uzbekistan offered to host future
meetings as indicated in the 2019 IPPC Regional Workshop report and that the IPPC Secretariat had
contacted the IPPC Official Contact Points of these countries by email in this regard.

[55]

The representative from Azerbaijan welcomed the opportunity to host the workshop in 2021 and
expressed her hope that the pandemic would be under control and allow for a face-to-face meeting next
year. If not, she indicated support for moving the workshop virtually again.

[56]

Mr Andrei ORLINSKI (EPPO) announced that this would be the last Regional workshop he attended
as he will be retiring in 2021. He expressed his gratitude to all colleagues in the region for their
contributions. Several participants offered their sincere thanks and gratitude.

9.
[57]

Participants were informed that a link to an online survey of the workshop would be shared by email
and were encouraged to complete the survey by the deadline.

10.
[58]

Adoption of the Report

The IPPC Secretariat proposed to prepare the draft report for review by the Organizing Committee and
then clearance by the Rapporteur. The Russian versions will be prepared in collaboration with EPPO.
The proposal was accepted.

11.
[59]

Online survey of the workshop

Close of the Meeting

The meeting was closed by the Chair who thanked the participants for their trust in him and for their
contributions. He also thanked the IPPC Secretariat, FAO REU, EPPO and the interpreters.
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of the
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of the
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of the
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of the
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Lielvardes street 36, Riga
Latvia
Tel: +341 29461009
Ms Nadica Djerkovska
Head
of
Plant
Health
Department,
Phytosanitary Directorate
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water
Economy, Phytosanitary
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