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Early Warning and Early Detection Surveillance for Spodoptera Frugiperda
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Fall Armyworm Prevention, Preparedness and Response Guidelines
Surveillance Technical Resources 

Section 2.4 - FAW Early Warning 
and Early Detection Surveillance

• Host range and part of host 
affected

• Symptoms and pest damage

• Detection Surveys

• Trapping and lures

• Visual Examination

• Survey locations

• Survey timing and frequency

• General surveillance

• FAMEWS mobile app
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Fall Armyworm Surveillance (Prevention and Preparedness Plan – (when the pest is still absent)
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While FAW is still absent from the country, NPPO early 
warning and early detection actions should include;

• Organising training courses for NPPO staff, particularly on surveillance 

activities and phytosanitary measures, to ensure proficiency in 

implementing the plans.

• Conducting general surveillance through public education and 

awareness-raising initiatives addressed to stakeholders, particularly 

maize producers as maize is the most attractive crop for FAW. 

• Conducting specific surveillance by detection surveys for FAW, based 

on visual examination and the use of pheromone traps.
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National Surveillance Requirements

• Surveillance is one of the core activities of national plant protection 
organizations (NPPOs)

• It provides NPPOs with a technical basis for many phytosanitary measures 
including; 

• Determining national and regional phytosanitary and plant pest risks

• Supporting claims of pest absence

• Developing pest lists to justify phytosanitary measures and inform pest 
risk analyses

• Informing preparedness, eradication and control measures

• Meeting International reporting requirements (ISPM 17 pest reporting)
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National Plant Health Surveillance System Overview



Prevention, Preparedness and Response Guidelines for Spodoptera frugiperda

8

Pre-Border (Early Warning) Fall Armyworm Surveillance

• Identifies regional and international plant Fall 
Armyworm risks for both regulated and non-regulated 
(natural) pathways

• Can be delivered through specific and/or general 
surveillance programs

• Assists in the early detection, preparedness and 
management of Fall Armyworm

• Relies on close working relationships, formal 
agreements and shared regional biosecurity goals 
between NPPO’s  
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National Border (Early Detection) Fall Armyworm Surveillance

• Provides biosecurity surveillance extending 
beyond the border (including isolated and 
remote areas of the country)

• Monitors international port areas and post 
entry quarantine locations  in partnership 
with industry and the community to detect 
Fall Armyworm

• Conducts surveillance in remote and 
isolated areas to monitor for natural 
pathway incursions of Fall Armyworm

• Includes targeted trapping of Fall 
Armyworm and general surveillance 
activities
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IPPC Surveillance Standard and Plant Pest Surveillance Guide
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IPPC Reporting Standard and National Reporting Obligations Guide
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IPPC Draft Pest Outbreak Alert and Response System (POARS)
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International Fall Armyworm Technical Surveillance Resources
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Fall Armyworm Surveillance Manuals and Guides
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National Fall Armyworm Surveillance Protocols
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IPPC Pest Report Bulletin
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IPPC Official Pest Reports for Fall Armyworm 
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Reporting Fall Armyworm Detections and Range Extensions (IPPC National Reporting Obligations)
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International Fall Armyworm Surveillance Web Based Resources

https://www.ippc.int/en/the-global-action-for-fall-armyworm-control/
https://sawbo-
animations.org/video.php?video=%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fembed%2F5rxlpXEK5g8

https://www.ippc.int/en/the-global-action-for-fall-armyworm-control/
https://sawbo-animations.org/video.php?video=%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fembed%2F5rxlpXEK5g8
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Fall Armyworm Surveillance Technical Resources



Thank you

FAO/IPPC FAW Technical Working Group & 
IPPC Secretariat

Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO)

ippc@fao.org | www.ippc.int


