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Delimiting Surveillance for Spodoptera Frugiperda



Prevention, Preparedness and Response Guidelines for Spodoptera frugiperda

3

Fall Armyworm Prevention, Preparedness and Response Guidelines
Surveillance Technical Resources 

Sections 2.4 / 3.1 

FAW Delimiting Surveillance

• Host range and part of host 
affected

• Symptoms and pest damage

• Delimiting Surveillance

• Trapping and lures

• Visual Examination

• Survey locations

• Survey timing and frequency

• General surveillance

• FAMEWS mobile app
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb5880en

https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb5880en
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Fall Armyworm Guideline – Section 3.1 Delimiting Surveillance

• A delimiting survey is a survey conducted 
to establish the boundaries of an area 
considered to be infested by or free from a 
pest (ISPM5).

• A distance of 100 km is usually considered 
an adequate cost-effective compromise for 
the radius of the area to be investigated.

• NPPO’s should conduct surveys through 
inspection and trapping, favouring areas of 
susceptible crops but also guaranteeing 
homogenous coverage of the area.

https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb5880en

https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb5880en
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Fall Armyworm Guideline – Section 2.4 Surveillance Technical Guidance

https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb5880en

https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb5880en
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When FAW has been officially detected and identified in 
a country, NPPO delimiting actions should include;

• Conducting specific surveillance by 
delimiting surveys for FAW, based on visual 
examination and the use of pheromone 
lures and traps.

• Conducting general surveillance through 
public education and awareness-raising 
initiatives addressed to stakeholders, 
particularly maize producers as maize is the 
most attractive crop for FAW. 

https://www.planthealthaustralia.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/2020/11/Fall-Armworm-Continuity-Plan-2.pdf

https://www.planthealthaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Fall-Armworm-Continuity-Plan-2.pdf
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National Level Delimiting Surveillance of Fall Armyworm

• Delimiting surveillance programs for Fall Armyworm 
may be carried out by governments, industries and 
the wider community. 

• Delimiting surveillance programs to establish the 
range of new Fall Armyworm incursions before they 
become widely established, may increase the chance 
of successful management or containment responses 
of Fall Armyworm.

• Delimiting surveys also provide information on the 
distribution and spread of Fall Armyworm for use in 
response management activities or to confirm the 
successful eradication of the pest.

https://www.planthealthaustralia.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/2020/11/Fall-Armworm-
Continuity-Plan-2.pdf

https://www.cgiar.org/research/publication/fall-
armyworm-in-asia-a-guide-for-integrated-pest-
management/

https://www.planthealthaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Fall-Armworm-Continuity-Plan-2.pdf
https://www.cgiar.org/research/publication/fall-armyworm-in-asia-a-guide-for-integrated-pest-management/
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IPPC Surveillance Standard and Plant Pest Surveillance Guide

https://www.ippc.int/static/media/files/publication/en/2016/01/ISP
M_06_1997_En_2015-12-22_PostCPM10_InkAmReformatted.pdf

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb7139en www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb7139en

https://www.ippc.int/static/media/files/publication/en/2016/01/ISPM_06_1997_En_2015-12-22_PostCPM10_InkAmReformatted.pdf
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb7139en
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb7139en
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IPPC Reporting Standard and National Reporting Obligations Guide

https://www.fao.org/3/y4224e/y4224e.pdf https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/ca6377en https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/ca6377en

https://www.fao.org/3/y4224e/y4224e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/ca6377en
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/ca6377en
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National Fall Armyworm Surveillance Protocols (Early Detection and Delimiting)
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International Fall Armyworm Technical Surveillance Resources (Delimiting)

https://www.cabi.org/isc/FullTextPDF/2019/20197200157.pdfhttps://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.2903/s
p.efsa.2020.EN-1895

https://www.cabi.org/isc/FullTextPDF/2019/20197200157.pdf
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2020.EN-1895
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IPPC Pest Report Bulletin

https://www.ippc.int/en/countries/reportingsystem-summary/all/https://www.ippc.int/en/

https://www.ippc.int/en/countries/reportingsystem-summary/all/
https://www.ippc.int/en/


Prevention, Preparedness and Response Guidelines for Spodoptera frugiperda

13

Reporting Fall Armyworm Detections and Range Extensions (IPPC National Reporting Obligations)

https://www.ippc.int/en/countries/reportingsystem/all/2021/05/

https://www.ippc.int/en/countries/reportingsystem/all/2021/05/


Thank you

FAO/IPPC FAW Technical Working Group & 
IPPC Secretariat

Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO)

ippc@fao.org | www.ippc.int
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