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Background – Outdated Guidelines

• Trade developments

• Body of expertise

• Accessibility of guidance

• New techniques and technologies 



• Industry took the initiative to develop CTU Code

• Collaborative effort between industry 

stakeholders, IMO, UNECE and ILO

• CTU Code approved by all three UN bodies 2013-

2014

• Consists of Code, Annexes and Informative 

Material

• Voluntary instrument constituting Best Practices. 

May be incorporated or referenced in national 

law.

• IMO Circular on Due Diligence (MSC 1/Circ. 1539)
Source:

http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Safety/Cargoes/CargoSecuring/Pages/
CTU-Code.aspx

http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Safety/Cargoes/CargoSecuring/Pages/CTU-Code.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Safety/Cargoes/CargoSecuring/Pages/CTU-Code.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Safety/Cargoes/CargoSecuring/Pages/CTU-Code.aspx
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SCTF Tasks

• The Sea Container Task Force (SCTF) was established in 2017 to guide the IPPC’s work on sea containers 

and associated phytosanitary risks. 

• The original tasks of the SCTF were to facilitate the efficient implementation of the Complementary 

Action Plan for Assessing and Managing the Pest Threats Associated with Sea Containers through:

• Section 1: Measuring the impact of the IMO/ILO/UNECE (Code of Practice for Packing of Cargo 

Transport Units Code (CTU Code)         Revealed low uptake. Also confirmed by industry.

• Section 2: Increasing awareness of the pest risks of the sea containers pathway        Same 

challenges as awareness raising for CTU Code is facing
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• Agreement to add new Section [1.3bis?] on Pest Contamination in general Chapter 1. Two paragraphs:

• “1.3bis.1 There is international consensus among competent authorities that CTUs (especially containers) and their cargoes 

can carry and facilitate the introduction and spread of pests that may pose a serious risk to agriculture, forestry and natural 

resources.

• While the packing of CTUs with cargo is the most likely stage in the international CTU supply chains at which pest 

contamination can occur, the cleanliness of the CTUs is important.

• Consignors, shippers and packers should implement measures to minimize pest contamination prior to and during packing.

• Others in the international CTU supply chains should also implement measures to reduce the risk of pest contamination while 

the CTU is in their control.

• Such measures, or best practices, should be in accordance with the parties’ roles and responsibilities in the supply chains and 

should take into consideration all safety and operational constraints."
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Raising Awareness – A Joint Effort 

The CTU Code embodies that:

• Regulations do not provide all the solutions

• Training and outreach are important elements in enhancing safety

• All industry stakeholders have a shared responsibility to work towards this objective.          

BUT …. We can’t do it alone

• Industry & government collaboration needed to support promotion and awareness of the CTU 

Code and maritime safety. This also applies to efforts to minimize pest contamination. 



Shaping the future of a

sustainable, safe and secure 

shipping industry.
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