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Reducing the Risk of Contamination of Sea Containers and 
their Cargo

• GSF supports the principles of 
the Safeguarding Continuum and 
Custodial Responsibility but with 
essential modifications.

• Initial bi-lateral discussion with 
WSC in producing a revised 
‘framework’

• Next steps requires extensive 
engagement with affected 
stakeholders to examine 
obligations and liabilities
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Visual Examination for Contamination of Sea Containers and 
their Cargoes

• Engagement with the WSC for 
amendments to the Joint 
(Shipping) Industry Guidelines 
for Cleaning of Containers

• Model conditions for container 
packing contractors

• Checklist of actions in event of 
pest discovery
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Methods to Remove Contamination

• Revised guidance for the clearing of contamination from infested 

containers.

• Compilation of national contact points for ‘calling-in’ pest 

discoveries in containers.
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Container Structure

• All-steel containers are the 
common goal

• Need to set timeframe to cease 
production of wooden floored 
containers to cease use in 
international transport

• In the interim, shippers would 
ideally receive key data to assess 
risk of allocated containers
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Input for Effective Measures and Best Practice

• “Make a PEST of yourself!”

• Container packing micro-

learning App

• Container Unpacking Checklist

• Model conditions for container 

packing contractors

• Checklist of actions in event of 

pest discovery
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Make a P.E.S.T. of yourself …

Push-back, if supplied with a dirty container

Exclude pests from entering during packing

Store packed containers in ‘clean’ areas

Tell someone if you find evidence of pests 
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Raising 
Awareness 

• Poster reminding of basic “Do’s and 
Don’ts” for safe and clean packing of 
containers

• Intended to ‘nudge’ custodial 
responsibilities and safe packing procedures

• Graphical symbols to overcome language 
barrier

• QR Code links to container packing 
guidance – CTU Code, Checklists, etc

• Micro-learning App
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IPPC Engagement with Shippers

• The GSF Policy Council accepts our role in the Safeguarding 

Continuum and our share of Custodial Responsibility but that 

means IPPC now needs to engage with us as a key stakeholder in 

the process. 

• In developing its proposals for global measures IPPC must be 

more open, inclusive and transparent if the pest transfer risk is 

to be comprehensively addressed and that secures the 

participation and confidence of the key players.
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