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OUTLINE

•Background / Brief Outline

• Examples of pest infested humanitarian 
consignments 

•Way forward



• approved the draft CPM Recommendation for country consultationCPM-14 (2019)

• were received during consultation period and have been addressed by the 
IPPC Secretariat in collaboration with submitting country and 
recommendation was revised accordingly

508 comments

• considered the points mentioned above along with the responses to 
comments and was not able to recommend the draft for adoption

• agreed to send for second consultation

2019-12 CPM 
Bureau

• PPPO Chairman – Dr Dulla was invited to the APPPC RW & he presented the 
Safe Provision Of Food And Other Aid To Prevent The Introduction of Plant 
Pests During an Emergency (2018-026).

2020 APPPC 
Regional Workshop

• The Safe Provision Of Food And Other Aid To Prevent The Introduction of 
Plant Pests During an Emergency (2018-026) was presented under agenda 
item 10.1.

• Interjection and support from Samoa for it to be elevated and considered as an 
ISPM together with the inclusion of the appendices. 

• Over whelming support from other contracting parties as well as RPPOs

CPM 15 

•Acknowledge the great team work and SC support from Australia on populating the 
template for the call of topics that was send to the RPPO’s for considerations, support 
and feedback.

•The team received feedback and support from the following RPPO’s – CARIBBEAN 
AGRICULTURAL HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY AGENCY (CAHFSA); Near East Plant 
Protection Organisation (NEPPO); Asia Pacific Plant Protection Convention (APPPC) 
NPPOs :South Korea, Antigua and Barbuda, the Bahamas, Barbados, Jamaica

RPPO support on 
call for Topics 

Safe Provision Of Food And 
Other Aid To Prevent The 
Introduction of Plant Pests 
During an Emergency

Brief outline 



A call for nominations was published on the IPPC website by June 2022 to allow contracting parties and

regional plant protection organizations to nominate their representatives to be part of the Focus Group.

Each region was encouraged and shall nominate one or more experts from different disciplines to fit some 

of the skill sets described under “Membership”.



Composition of the FGSA members:



FGSA – Cont’d 

• As of September, 2023 the FGSA has met 6 times.

• 5 times virtually 

• 1 time face to face – Meeting Held in Nadi, Fiji: 6th – 10th Feb 2023.

In addressing the TOR – there are currently 10 outcomes



An update was presented to the CPM Bureau in June 2023 (see Bureau 2023-06
meeting report here). It was reported to the Bureau that the focus group had concluded
most of the tasks listed in its terms of reference: i) it had revised the draft specification
on Safe provision of food and other humanitarian aid (2021-020), ii) drafted a gap-
analysis diagram for the “emergency pathway”, iii) and proposed that a webinar be
held to raise awareness of the CPM recommendation on Safe provision of food and
other humanitarian aid to prevent the introduction of plant pests during an emergency
situation (R-09).

Furthermore, the focus group had also proposed that the mandate of the focus group be
extended and an action plan be developed in collaboration with World Organisation for
Animal Health (WOAH), the Codex Alimentarius Secretariat and the World Food
Programme (WFP).

CPM Bureau June 2023

https://www.ippc.int/en/publications/92475/


The bureau noted the update and that the World Food Programme had only become involved in the
focus group since CPM-17 (2023) and so extending the mandate of the focus group would allow time
for the Food Programme to engage with the work of the focus group. Thus, the Bureau supported an
extension to the mandate of the Focus Group on the Safe Provision of Food and Other Humanitarian
Aid.

Noting that the focus group had drafted a proposed definition of the term “emergency pathway”, the
bureau discussed whether there was a need for such a definition to be included in ISPM 5. The bureau
noted that, for this to happen, a contracting party would need to propose the term as a topic during the
call for topics. The secretariat advised that the TPG should only be asked to develop a definition if the
term was likely to be used in ISPMs and the concept was already secure. The bureau noted that, if the
mandate of the focus group was being extended, then developing the concept of “emergency
pathway” could be one of the focus group’s tasks. Additionally, it was suggested that the draft
specification for a ISPM be revised to reduce the number of tasks for the expert drafting group, so
that the tasks were feasible, and that some could be incorporated to the extension of the focus group’s
mandate.

CPM Bureau June 2023



Examples of pests in consignments of 
Humanitarian Aid





Examples shared by Australia (DAFF team)

2021 examples of National Priority Plant Pest (NPPP) detections - Non-plant commodities

• August 2021 – Detection of Trogoderma granarium (khapra beetle) in a consignment of nappies, quilts, 
and toothbrushes. Larva were found within the cardboard carton corrugation associated with the outer 
box that held the nappies.

• September 2021 – Detection of Lissachatina fulica (giant African snail; GAS) inside shipping container 
transporting boxes of plastic figures, sunglasses and cables with connectors. The snail was found inside 
the container feeding on the cardboard packaging of the goods.

• December 2021 – Detection of Halyomorpha halys (brown marmorated stink bug; BMSB) inside a full 
container load of vermicelli noodles. Following treatment of the container, multiple BMSB were collected 
amongst the pallets of goods.



Pest/Group Species name

Detection Events -

Non-Plant 

commodities

Goods

Khapra Beetle Trogoderma granarium (Khapra beetle) 2 Baggage, Shipping container (Tyres)

Invasive Ants Solenopsis invicta (Red imported fire ant) 1 New machinery

Brown 

Marmorated 

Stink Bugs

Halyomorpha halys (Brown marmorated 

stink bug)
20

Shipping containers (11) - Trailers, Corn grits, Ammonium sulphate, 

Explosives, Lime extract, Steel sheds, Linen, Ag machinery

New vehicles (1)

Baggage - (6)

Mail parcel - (1)

Air cargo parcel (1) Used car parts

Exotic invasive 

snails

Lissachatina fulica (Giant African snail)

Monacha cf. cartusiana (Carthusian snail)

6

1 

Shipping containers, Freight of All Kinds (FAK) container

New vehicle

Exotic bees
Apis florea (Dwarf honey bee)

Apis cerana (Asian honey bee)

1

1

New vehicle

Cruise ship

Exotic drywood 

termites
Cryptotermes sp. 1 Dunnage

Exotic 

subterranean 

termites

Coptotermes formasanus (Formosan 

termite)

Coptotermes gestroi (Asian subterranean 

termite)

1

2

Cardboard boxes (Cards/Toys)

Container floor, Beer barrels

Exotic sawyer 

beetle vectors

Monochamus alternatus (Japanese pine 

sawyer beetle)

Monochamus gallprovinvialis (Black pine 

sawyer beetle)

2 

1

Timber packaging

Timber packaging



Regional Food and Humanitarian Aid 
Case Studies in the Pacific 

• Timor-Leste Independence UN Administration (2002 – 2004)

• Solomon Islands Giant African Snail (2000)

• Timor-Leste Khapra Beetle Incursion (2019)

• Tonga Post-Disaster Relief Efforts (2021









PPPO SAFE FOOD AID PHAMPLETS 



SPG support to FGSA 

• SPG supports the Focus Group 
requesting CPM for an extension 
to their time for another 12 
months

• SPG supports the FG seeking CPM 
agreement to the release of the 
draft specification for country 
consultation in 2024

• FGSA kindly seek support from 
the 10 RPPO’s.

• Any related information/ 
documents  and examples will be 
much appreciated to support the 
FGSA move this work forward.

FGSA seek to inform 35th

TC_RPPO’s 



THANK YOU
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