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[19]Title
[20]Revision of ISPM 12 (Phytosanitary certificates) (2023-020).
[21]Reason for the revision
[22]A focused revision of ISPM 12 (Phytosanitary certificates) was recently undertaken in relation to re-export and the revised ISPM was adopted by the Sixteenth Session of the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures in 2022. However, this revision did not address other issues that could further assist with the harmonization of phytosanitary certificates. A revision of ISPM 12 is therefore needed to: 
· [23]promote ease of use of the standard among contracting parties; 
· [24]clarify and update requirements to reflect current operational processes of national plant protection organizations (NPPOs) and support the maintenance and harmonization of paper certificates during the transition to electronic phytosanitary certificates (ePhytos);
· [25]separate requirements from implementation and guidance information; and 
· [26]provide clear requirements for contracting parties on the following scenarios: 
· [27]re-export of products after an extended period in secure storage, and
· [28]inclusion of inspection dates on phytosanitary certificates when multiple inspections have occurred.
[29]Scope 
[30]The revision of ISPM 12 should be a complete revision to update and modernize the standard. All revisions are within the scope. Potential revisions include, but are not limited to: updating out-of-date information; clarifying some aspects of re-export requirements; clarifying what additional phytosanitary information may be included on phytosanitary certificates; clarifying the options for issuing phytosanitary certificates in paper or electronic form; and separating requirements from implementation and guidance material to provide contracting parties with a standard that is clear and easy to use.
[31]Purpose
[32]The purpose of the revision of ISPM 12 is to enhance implementation of, and compliance with, the standard to support international trade, the harmonization of phytosanitary certificates in paper and electronic form, and the transition to phytosanitary certificates in electronic form.
[33]Tasks
[34]The expert working group (EWG) should undertake the following tasks:
(1) [35]Review requirements for phytosanitary certificates for re-export to ensure better clarity and consistency, including certificates for the re-export of regulated articles that may have been securely stored for an extended period.
(2) [36]Review the security and authentication requirements for phytosanitary certificates (e.g. security of wet and printed signatures, identifying fraudulent and invalid certificates, the use of QR codes and other online validation tools) and update the requirements as necessary.
(3) [37]Consider whether additional information is required regarding the duration of validity of phytosanitary certificates and certified copies.
(4) [38]Revise and update the requirements for phytosanitary certificates to better reflect the ongoing transition to ePhytos, considering that NPPOs use phytosanitary certificates in paper and in electronic form (e.g. requirements for management of attachments in the different formats);
(5) [39]Review Appendix 1 of ISPM 12 to ensure that ePhytos are up-to-date and will remain so in the future. 
(6) [40]Review the text of ISPM 12, including its annexes and appendices, and identify which sections or parts thereof, if any, could be moved to implementation material. Advise whether any updates to these sections (or parts) would be required. 
(7) [41]Consider whether the revised standard could affect in a specific way (positively or negatively) the protection of biodiversity and the environment. If this is the case, the impact should be identified, addressed and clarified in the draft standard.
(8) [42]Review all references to ISPM 12 in other ISPMs to ensure that they are still relevant and propose consequential changes if necessary. Review all references to other ISPMs in ISPM 12 and amend as necessary. 
[43]Consider implementation of the revised standard by contracting parties and identify potential operational and technical implementation issues. Provide information and possible recommendations on these issues to the Standards Committee.
[44]Expertise 
[45]Members with collective knowledge of, and experience in, regulating and implementing phytosanitary certification (both paper and electronic) related to the import, export and re-export of regulated articles.
[46]Participants
[47]Five to seven members.
[48]In addition, up to two technical experts from the ePhyto Steering Group should be invited to attend as invited experts. 
[49]A member of the Implementation and Capacity Development Committee (IC) should also be invited to attend as an invited expert or an IC representative.
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