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Developing a Pest Survey

• The purpose of this presentation is: 

• to tell you about how pest survey protocols are developed, 
and 

• present you with the tools and resources available to aid 
you in developing your own pest detection surveys in the 
future
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The European Union (EPPO), the 
International Plant Protection 
Convention (IPPC), FAO and other 
organizations and countries have a 
great deal of information useful in 
designing detection surveys
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Non-Quarantine pests Quarantine pests
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Spodoptera frugiperda
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Developing a Pest Survey

https://caps.ceris.purdue.edu/
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103 !
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The Approved Methods page for 
each species describes the best 
science-based methods to use for 
detection surveys

https://caps.ceris.purdue.edu/

FAO, 2017

Rhynchophorus 
ferrugineus
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We used 
information from 
the existing pest 
datasheets to 
formulate the 
surveys for Africa…

and you can do the 
same to develop 
your own pest 
survey! 
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Not all pests are that easy…

In cases where survey protocols and 
methods have not been developed 
by other nations, the information 
will have to be extracted directly 
from the scientific literature.

For this pest, no lures or traps have 
been developed and only direct 
sampling methods are available for 
survey
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Another useful site is our ID Tools Website which offers 

Identification Aids, photos, keys and other useful tools 

to help confirm the identity of specimens captured or 

collected during the detection survey.

https://idtools.org/
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Key Points Summary

• Look for information developed by other countries and 
organizations

• Tailor the survey for your country based on the resources available

• For pests with no existing survey protocols, use the scientific 
literature to find the best survey methods available

• Don’t be afraid to ask for help! We all have an interest in 
facilitating trade and preventing the spread of plant pests
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