Specification No. 4 (revised)

Title: Revision of ISPM No. 3 (Code of conduct for the import and release of exotic biological control agents)

Reason for revision: FAO Conference adopted ISPM No. 3 (Code of Conduct for the Import and Release of Exotic Biological Control Agents) in November 1995, which was before the revision of the IPPC in 1997. The standard was due for review in 2001 and issues such as the rapid increase in the use of and trade in biological control agents, and developments in biological control practices have created the need to update this standard. The standard also needs to be brought in line with other more recently developed ISPMs and phytosanitary concepts within the framework of the IPPC.

Scope and purpose:

The standard describes responsibilities of authorities of governments, importers, and exporters for the import and release of biological control agents. It provides guidance on the application of phytosanitary measures for regulating the export, shipment, import and release of organisms used as biological control agents for plants and plant pests. It lists the responsibilities of governments, and the responsibilities of the exporters and importers of biological control agents.

The standard addresses the importation of exotic biological control agents capable of self-replication (parasitoids, predators, parasites, nematodes, phytophagous invertebrates [e.g. arthropods, molluscs, echinoderms, etc.] and beneficial micro-organisms). This includes addressing the phytosanitary risks associated with biological control agents that are packaged or formulated as commercial products but does not include product registration.

Tasks: 

Items that should be reviewed include:

1.  revision of title and text;

2.  pest risk analysis procedures appropriate for biological control agents;

3.  regulatory guidance developed by OECD since publication of the standard;

4.  issues related to the transport and handling of biological control agents;

5.  possibilities for clarification and emphasis as regards invasive species and other impacts on the environment; and

6.  issues related to pre and post release monitoring.

Other tasks for consideration are to address the following matters in this standard or to make proposals for future action on them:

7.  sterile insect technique (SIT) issues;

8.  beneficial organism issues; and

9. the use of biological control agents that have been genetically modified using modern biotechnology techniques.

Provision of resources: Funding for meetings is provided from the extra-budgetary funding through the IPPC Secretariat (FAO), except where expert participation is voluntarily funded by the expert’s government.
Proposed work programme: Included in the work programme adopted at ICPM-4, April 2002 - currently not scheduled.

Steward: Gregory Wolff.

Collaborator: IPM Facility, FAO and CABI.

Expertise: A working group of 6-8 phytosanitary experts having familiarity with biological control agents, ISPMs and the SPS Agreement or IPM.

Participants: to be determined, but to include a CBD representative.

Approval: Incorporated into the work programme at the Fourth Session of the ICPM in 2002. Specification modified by the SC-7 in May 2003, and then following SC-20 comments obtained by e-mail.

References:
ISPM No. 1: Principles of plant quarantine as related to international trade
ISPM No. 2: Guidelines for pest risk analysis
ISPM No. 3: Code of conduct for the import and release of exotic biological control agents

ISPM No. 6: Guidelines for surveillance
ISPM No. 11: Pest risk analysis for quarantine pests
ISPM No. 14: The use of integrated measures in a systems approach for pest management
Guidance for registration requirements for microbial pesticides – OECD Guidelines

Guidance for registration requirements for invertebrates as biological control agents (IBCAs) – OECD Guidelines

IAEA documents related to SIT, if appropriate

Guidelines for the petition for the release of exotic phytophagous agents for the biological control of weeds NAPPO Standard No. 4 

Guidelines for the petition for the release of exotic entomophagous agents for the biological control of pests NAPPO Standard No. 12

Discussion papers and meeting reports from the IPPC Secretariat, and specifically from the Wye workshop.
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