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Summary: 

The reporting officer attended this meeting on behalf of the IPPC Secretariat. The purpose of the meeting was to formulate a new draft of an international standard for classification of commodities by phytosanitary risk related to level of processing and intended use (specification No. 18). The meeting was assisted by the Regional Plant Protection of Comite Regional de Sanidad Vegetal del Cono Sur (COSAVE) and hosted in Servicio Nacional de Sanidad y Calidad Agroalimentaria (SENASA) headquarters in Buenos Aries, Argentina.

The expert group included the following phytosanitary experts:

Ms. María Julia Palacin (Argentina);
Mr. Diego Quiroga (Argentina-Steward, and Chair);
Ms. Ana Maria Peralta Ottonello (Brazil-COSAVE- rapporteur);
Ms. Velia Arraigada Rios (Chile);
Ms. Bronwyn Wiseman (New Zealand);
Ms. Cristina Manovsky (Uruguay); and 

Ms. Karen J. Bedigian (USA)
Mr. Quiroga opened the meeting by introducing himself and welcoming everyone then turned the meeting over to Mr. Abuelnaga who welcomed the experts and presented a speech on behalf of the IPPC Secretariat. He explained the roles of the Steward, the chair and the Secretariat and then turned the meeting over to Mr. Diego
Mr. Quiroga presented a power point presentation explaining the Standard setting procedures, and the specification for this draft standard, outlining the tasks that the EWG would need to undertake in the next few days.
Since three references were originally in Spanish, Ms. Rios explained the following to the group:

· Both RSPM MERCOSUR 3.7 Harmonized phytosanitary requirements by risk category for the entry of plant products , Oct. 2002 and RSPM COSAVE 3.15 Harmonized phytosanitary requirements by risk category for the entry of plant products V.1.1.3, 2003; are quite similar ( if not practically identical). 
· For RSPM COSAVE 3.5 Guidelines for the assessment and risk management of low mobility quarantine pests in pathways destined to consumption, V1.1; she explained the general content in English. She also added that the document produced by COSAVE includes the most valuable concepts of the three documents in a very simple way.
Ms. Rios has presented the Eu directive 2000/29 to be used as guidance for drafting this standard as well.

The meeting then moved into open discussion.  Important points were recorded on a flip chart and would later be incorporated into the draft standard as it was developed.
It was decided by the working group to use COSAVE and Ms. Cristina Manovsky papers as template and to incorporate discussion ideas into it.
There was considerable discussion on the nursery stock’s phytosanitary measurement comparing to fresh fruits. A member of the EWG requested to add statement that prohibit the contracting parties from applying the same stringent measures of nursery stocks when importing fruits. At the end it was agreed among the EWG that this statement is out the scope of this standard.
The discussions proceeded without major controversy.  The group was generally satisfied with the draft and it was decided that the draft would be formatted and distributed for additional comments by e-mail.  It was also decided that recommendations on definitions from the glossary working group would be incorporated as appropriate.
The reporting officer thanked Argentina and COSAVE for assisting with local arrangements and providing logistical support to the meeting.  The experts are commended for their professionalism and cooperation.
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