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Draft Specification

Title: Pest risk analysis for plants as pests.
Reason for the standard: The movement of plants in international trade, for growing, is increasing as opportunities for international trade have increased. This has resulted in the potential for increased movement of plants as pests. Additionally, there is an increased awareness of the potential pest risks associated with this movement. In some cases, plants as pests are classified as weeds or invasive alien species. This has resulted in the need for the development of a standard to provide guidance on determining the pest potential of a plant proposed for importation into the territory of a country. 
Scope and purpose: The standard should provide guidance on determining the pest potential of a plant proposed for movement into the territory of a country. The standard should recommend procedures to be followed in determining the pest potential of a plant. The standard should only address plant species proposed for movement (that is, not contaminating pests).

Tasks:
1. The standard should provide information on the relationship to pest risk analysis (PRA), as outlined in ISPM No. 11 (Pest risk analysis for quarantine pests, including analysis of environmental risks and living modified organisms), and provide guidance on how to determine the pest risk associated with a plant proposed for movement in international trade. For example, noting that the determination of the potential pest risk associated with plant material moving in international trade only commences once it has been proposed for importation (that is, no need to establish a pathway).
2. Examine any relevant weed risk assessment tools being utilised to determine the pest potential of plants moving in international trade and not yet present in the territory of the importing country.
3. Identify desirable information requirements for determining the potential of a plant to be a pest, including:

· identifying key characteristics (that is, ecological and biological) that may increase the potential of a plant to become a pest
· identifying the relevance of historical information on the pest status of a plant species introduced into a similar environment in determining the pest potential of a plant.

4.
Identify relevant roles and responsibilities of National Plant Protection Organizations, importers and exporters.
5.
Identify roles and responsibilities associated with the provision of resources and expertise to allow the pest potential of a plant to be determined.

Provision of resources: Funding is provided by the regular programme of the IPPC Secretariat (FAO) except where expert participation is voluntarily funded by the expert’s government.
Steward: David Porritt (Australia)
Collaborator: To be determined.
Expertise: A working group of 5-8 phytosanitary and/or plant pest (weed/invasive plants) experts. 
Participants: To be determined.
Approval: Introduced into the work program by ICPM-7 (2005). Specification approved by the Standards Committee (via e-mail) in January 2006 for country consultation.
References: To be determined.
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