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Draft Specification

Title: Supplement to ISPM No. 5 (Glossary of phytosanitary terms): Appropriate level of protection.
Reason for the standard: Appropriate level of protection is the term which is a key factor in selecting phytosanitary measures in policy making. It is often difficult to clearly define this term. ICPM-7 (2005) determined that it was necessary to develop a supplement to ISPM No. 5 which would elaborate on the use of the term appropriate level of protection.
Scope and purpose: The supplement is intended to provide clarification and guidelines on the use of the term appropriate level of protection.
Tasks: The expert working group (EWG) should:

1. Identify the main issues related to use of the term and the difficulties (both potential and actual) that can result from its vague or ambiguous use.

2. Identify a working definition of the term and define its relationship to acceptable level of risk in phytosanitary considerations.
3. Identify and describe situations/cases in which the term can be clearly used for both developed and developing countries.
4. Develop guidelines for determining appropriate level of protection.
5. Give detailed examples of how the appropriate level of protection was determined using case studies or other effective ways of demonstrating the principle.

Provision of resources: Funding is provided by the regular programme of the IPPC Secretariat (FAO) except where expert participation is voluntarily funded by the expert’s government.
Steward: Wang Fuxiang (China)
Collaborator: To be determined. 
Expertise: 6 – 8 experts with a combination of expertise in phytosanitary regulations, conduct of pest risk analyses and determining the appropriate level of protection. Knowledge of the effects of phytosanitary measures on international trade and market access are also desirable.

Participants: To be determined. 
Approval: Introduced into the work programme by ICPM-7 (2005). Specification approved by the Standards Committee (via e-mail) in January 2006 for country consultation.
References: Relevant ISPMs; WTO Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures; documented cases of experiences related to phytosanitary measures and appropriate level of protection.
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