Spec-CC-2006/06

Draft Specification

Title: Plants for planting (including movement, post-entry quarantine and certification programmes).
Reason for the standard: International trade in plants for planting has a high potential for the introduction of regulated pests. Current phytosanitary measures that rely mainly on treatments and inspections are, in some cases, inadequate to mitigate the risks. This standard will give general guidance for the trade in plants for planting and will combine the topics of: movement of plants for planting, post-entry quarantine for plants for planting and certification programmes for plants for planting into one conceptual standard.

Scope and purpose: This standard will outline the main criteria for setting up certification programmes to help ensure the production of pest free plants for planting. It should provide guidance to help identify and categorize risks. General safeguards against unspecific risks should be described. Details on risks of special groups of pests that may be of particular relevance for certain types of plants for planting should be outlined. The standard will identify requirements for the establishment of a generic certification program in the country of origin. It will also provide guidance on post-entry quarantine techniques that can be used by the importing contracting party to verify the declared phytosanitary condition. 
Tasks: The expert working group (EWG) should:
1. Identify risks in plants for planting such as in cuttings, young plants, tissue culture etc.
2. Detail the different steps of a systems approach (based on pest risk analysis) for producing plants for planting including certification programmes.
3. Give general guidance on good production practices that should help to minimize phytosanitary risks (including the operations to be carried out on the crop such as tests, visual inspections for pest detection and control, growing conditions, training, segregation of material, handling, storage, delivery procedures, records and trace-back procedures).

4. Describe the process for auditing, corrective and non-compliance actions.
5. Determine responsibilities of contracting parties. 
6. List post-entry quarantine techniques for verification of declared phytosanitary status in appropriate cases in conjunction with the draft standard on Post-entry quarantine facilities.

Provision of resources: Funding is provided by the regular programme of the IPPC Secretariat (FAO) except where expert participation is voluntarily funded by the expert’s government.

Steward: David Opatowski (Israel)

Collaborator: To be determined.
Expertise: The EWG should be composed of 5-7 international phytosanitary experts that have interest and expertise in phytosanitary systems for import of plants for planting and knowledge of relevant aspects of other standards. These should include experts with practical expertise in certification programs, pest risk analysis, import requirements and post-entry quarantine facilities. 

Participants: To be determined.

Approval: Introduced into the work programme by ICPM-7 (2005). Specification approved by the Standards Committee (via e-mail) in January 2006 for country consultation.
References: Relevant ISPMs, regional certification schemes such as: NAPPO's Regional Standard for Phytosanitary Measures (RSPM) No. 24 Integrated Pest Risk Management Measures for the Importation of Plants for Planting into NAPPO Member Countries, EPPO Standards: PM4 certification schemes.
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