Spec-CC-2006/07

Draft Specification

Title: Soil and growing media in international trade. 

Reason for the standard: Soil and growing media are recognized internationally as high risk pathways for the introduction of regulated pests. Despite this, it is difficult to totally avoid the movement of soil or growing media associated with plants. In cases where plants are cleaned, e.g. with deciduous plants for transplanting, it is not practically possible to remove all soil. In other cases, trees/plants of special interest should retain and be transported with their growing medium. There is a need for guidelines to recommend measures to avoid/minimize the risk of introduction of pests with such movement of soil and/or growing media attached to plants and planting material.

Scope and purpose: 
This standard will provide guidance for the evaluation of risks associated with soil and growing media and describe integrated measures in a systems approach to manage the hazards of soil attached to imported plants in the country of origin.
Tasks: The expert working group (EWG) should:
1.
Identify risks of soil and growing media that accompany plants in international trade.
2.
Develop guidelines for phytosanitary import requirements for plants rooted in soil and growing media to prevent the introduction of quarantine pests associated with the soil and growing media.
3.
Identify the relevant roles and responsibilities of importers and exporters, so as to minimize the phytosanitary risks of soil and growing media.
4.
Produce an appendix of regulated pests that can accompany soil and growing media. 

5.
Determine the characteristics of growing media that prevents or limits the transfer of pests. 
6.
Establish tolerance limits indicating the allowed quantities of soil remaining with root systems of transplants in international trade.
7.
Describe the process of corrective and non compliance action. 

Provision of resources: Funding is provided by the regular programme of the IPPC Secretariat (FAO) except where expert participation is voluntarily funded by the expert’s government.

Steward: Mohammad R. Katbeh Bader (Jordan)

Collaborator: To be determined.
Expertise: Experts having practical experience in different disciplines of soil pathology, weeds and invasive plant species, horticulture and, where possible, experience with systems approaches. Expertise in phytosanitary issues and the standard setting procedure of the IPPC are also desirable.
Participants: To be determined. 
Approval: Introduced into the work programme by ICPM-7 (2005). Specification approved by the Standards Committee (via e-mail) in January 2006 for country consultation.
References: Relevant RPPO and NPPO instructions. 
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