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Draft Specification

Title: Guidelines for the import of plant breeding material.
Reason for the standard: The import of plant breeding material such as seed and planting material constitutes a potential pathway for introduction and/or spread of plant pests, and therefore their import is regulated by appropriate phytosanitary regulations. Different countries may have different phytosanitary measures for the same plant breeding material. There is a need for the development of an international standard to provide appropriate harmonized guidance for the safe import of plant breeding material without undue risk of introduction and/or spread of plant pests.
Scope and purpose: This standard provides specific guidance for import of plant breeding material such as seed and planting material for both research, development and breeding purposes. This standard will also cover the import of germplasm collected from wild and/or centers of origin.

This standard does not cover any import of transgenic plant material and/or commercial import of seed and planting material.
Tasks: The expert working group (EWG) should:

1. Identify basic requirements for import of plant breeding material both for research and development purposes.
2. Determine the requirements of pre-import risk analysis.
3. Identify criteria for selection of sites for raising international plant breeding nurseries and conducting evaluation trials.
4. Specify conditions for issuance of import permits, as appropriate.
5. Determine the requirements of port quarantine inspection, testing and clearance.
6. Determine the requirements of pest monitoring after import.
Provision of resources: Funding is provided by the regular programme of the IPPC Secretariat (FAO) except where expert participation is voluntarily funded by the expert’s government.

Steward: Asna Booty Othman (Malaysia)
Collaborator: To be determined.
Expertise: 4 - 5 international phytosanitary experts who have specific experience in handling import and quarantine clearance of plant breeding material, such as seed and planting material including germplasms, both for research and development purposes, and an international expert on plant breeding.
Participants: To be determined.
Approval: Introduced into the work programme by ICPM-6 (2004). Specification approved by the Standards Committee (via e-mail) in January 2006 for country consultation.
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