Spec-CC-2006/11 

Note: This topic has not yet been approved by the ICPM but will be submitted to CPM-1 for consideration and possible inclusion in the IPPC standard setting work programme. In anticipation of this approval, this specification is sent out for country consultation in order to obtain country input so that work can begin in 2006. 

Draft Specification

Title: Review of ISPMs.
Reason for the review: ICPM-7 (2005) requested that “the Standards Committee, in coordination with the Glossary Working Group and the Secretariat, to develop a proposal for the first meeting of the CPM on technical adjustments to definitions or other text in ISPMs to promote consistency among standards, taking into account their evolution over time” (Report of ICPM-7, paragraph 97.9).

The Standards Committee (SC), at its meeting in April 2005, followed up on this by asking the Glossary Working Group (GWG), while doing a review of the definitions sections of standards (as requested in section 97.8 of the ICPM-7 report), to also give consideration to the need of revision of the standards, and to provide advice to the next SC meeting.
In carrying out this task, the GWG felt that a more complete review of ISPMs was needed and suggested a technical consultant be hired to conduct an initial review. The results of this initial review would be submitted to a group of experts to determine which revisions are necessary and a strategy for their revision. 

Scope and purpose: To review existing ISPMs to determine which require revisions, ensure terms are correctly used throughout existing ISPMs, ensure changes made to terms are reflected in these existing ISPMs and to ensure changes to terms are reflected in draft ISPMs.
Tasks:
1.
Review the preliminary work to be done by a technical consultant in relation to existing ISPMs to identify areas needing correction (terms of reference for consultant to be developed by the Secretariat).
2.
Make recommendations on ISPMs requiring extensive/non editorial revision by:


a)
identifying need for revision

b)
drafting as appropriate specifications for ISPMs requiring revision

c)
presenting recommendations and specifications to the Standards Committee.

3.
Ensure terms are correctly used throughout existing ISPMs and that changes made to terms are reflected in these existing ISPM by:

a)
reviewing editorial aspects of how changes in terminology have affected adopted ISPMs
b)
making recommendations as appropriate to the SC on changes to be made and on possible process (including fast-track as appropriate).
4.
Develop a recommendation on how to implement the results of the review. 
Provision of resources: Funding for meetings is provided from the regular programme of the IPPC (FAO) except where expert participation is funded voluntarily by the expert’s government.

Steward: John Hedley (New Zealand)
Collaborator: To be determined.
Expertise: For the preliminary study, one consultant having knowledge of standards and IPPC terminology, outside of the GWG membership. For the review, experience in reviewing glossary terms and the glossary of phytosanitary terms.
Participants: To be determined. 
Approval: At its meeting in November 2005, the SC agreed to the process for review as proposed by the GWG. It agreed in particular that the GWG was the most suitable group to take on this task, but that this could not be done within the usual annual meeting, nor without preparation, and a special annual meeting preceded by preliminary study would be required. 
Pending approval by CPM in 2006. Specification approved by the Standards Committee (via e-mail) in January 2006 for country consultation.
References: SC document 2005-SCNov-39; ISPM No. 5; all existing ISPMs.
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