Report of TPFQ Teleconference 15th February, 2006 (GMT)

Summary of TPFQ approach to, and advice on, the prospective revision of ISPM No.15 in relation to bark:

The Technical Panel on Forest Quarantine (TPFQ) has considered issues related to bark and wood packaging and has arrived at the following consensus:

The text currently presented in ISPM No. 15 relating to the use of debarked wood does not provide guidance and is in fact redundant due to Contracting Parties’ existing obligations relating to technical justification for measures.  The standard therefore fails to promote harmonized measures in this regard, which is a primary objective of ISPMs.  The TPFQ feels that this situation should be addressed in the revision to ISPM No. 15.  However, in order to provide appropriate guidance related to the risks of bark and wood packaging, further information is required by the TPFQ.  It is anticipated that some of the information and data on bark required by the TPFQ may not be immediately available.  Therefore, while the TPFQ may commence work on the revision of ISPM No. 15, it is unlikely that the revision would be completed during the 2006 TPFQ meeting.  Should revision of ISPM No. 15 commence, the TPFQ also considers that, in view of the additional information on risks related to bark that will be requested by the TPFQ to complete this revision, and in the interests of consistency, it would be advisable that the draft ISPM on Guidelines For Debarked And Bark-Free Wood not be released for country consultation until a draft revision to ISPM No. 15 is also prepared for country consultation.

Background to Teleconference

In relation both to existing and anticipated Technical Panel on Forest Quarantine (TPFQ) tasks (described in the annex) related to bark and wood packaging material, and in anticipation of the CPM agreeing to add revision of ISPM No. 15 to the standard-setting work programme, the TPFQ has been working via ongoing e-mail correspondence to consider the available information, and how best the issue could be addressed.  To ensure that all relevant information relating to the issue was reviewed, the TPFQ requested and was granted access by the Standards Committee to the draft ISPM on Guidelines for Debarked and Bark-Free Wood.

Much useful information and opinion has been shared through e-mail correspondence.  However, to ensure that there was a common agreement on what the TPFQ considered to be the appropriate approach to completing existing and anticipated tasks related to bark and wood packaging, it was agreed to hold a teleconference on the subject.  The teleconference took place on 15 February, 2006 (GMT).

Main points of agreement made during the TPFQ teleconference

· The text currently presented in ISPM No. 15 relating to the use of debarked wood does not provide any guidance on the subject; it merely presents an option that is contingent on technical justification.  The current provisions within ISPM No.15 for debarking therefore deviate from the objectives of ISPMs, as embodied in the New Revised Text of the IPPC, of providing guidance and promoting harmonized measures.  The TPFQ feels that this situation should be addressed in the revision to ISPM No. 15.

· In order to provide adequate guidance related to bark on wood packaging, further information is required by the TPFQ.  To facilitate the anticipated revision of ISPM No. 15 in this regard, the TPFQ should continue to work via e-mail correspondence, prior to the 2006 TPFQ meeting, to identify what information is required, from where it can be obtained or how it can be generated, and by when it would be available.  Examples of the type of information that the TPFQ might decide to pursue include: more interception and/or audit data from importing NPPOs relating to treated wood packaging with adhering bark; a pathway risk analysis focused on bark on wood packaging; further data on risks related to the size of individual bark pieces and total area coverage with adhering bark.
· Once the TPFQ is in possession of additional information, factors surrounding the issue of bark and wood packaging will be reviewed with the objective of modifying the standard appropriately.  All relevant options and approaches will be considered in light of more complete information; for example, were the TPFQ to determine that infestation of treated material is the primary risk presented by bark, then along with debarking or bark removal, other options (e.g., date stamping and re-treatment) would be considered to ensure that the measure(s) promoted are practical and the least trade restrictive options, as appropriate.  

· It is anticipated that some of the information and data on bark required by the TPFQ may not be immediately available.  Therefore, while the TPFQ is in a position to commence work on the revision of ISPM No. 15, it is unlikely that the revision would be completed during the June 2006 TPFQ meeting.  Should this be the case, the TPFQ would endeavour to complete the revision as quickly as possible, to ensure that all information required is obtained before the next TPFQ meeting subsequent to June 2006. 

· The TPFQ has some concerns about the draft ISPM on Guidelines for Debarked and Bark-Free Wood proceeding through the standard setting process independently of revisions to ISPM No. 15.  This draft ISPM includes recommendations on acceptable tolerances for adhering bark that can be interpreted to relate to risks presented by treated wood packaging material with adhering bark.  In view of the information on risks related to bark that will be sought by the TPFQ, it would be appropriate for this draft ISPM to proceed through the standard setting process in tandem with revisions to ISPM No. 15, i.e., the draft standard should not be released for country consultation until a draft revision to ISPM No. 15 is also approved for country consultation.  In addition, the TPFQ should conduct a review of the draft ISPM on debarked and bark-free wood for the Standards Committee prior to its release for consultations.  This would ensure consistency between the ISPM on debarked and bark-free wood, and the revised version of ISPM No. 15.
Next steps
1. In preparation for its planned June 2006 meeting, the TPFQ will work by e-mail to identify information gaps relating to the risks of bark and wood packaging material.  As appropriate, where the TPFQ agrees that further information is required on a specific subject, efforts will be made to elicit such information as soon as possible to facilitate prospective revision of ISPM No. 15 promptly.

2. A copy of this report will be provided to the Standards Committee, with a request that they note the points of TPFQ agreement and take appropriate actions.

Annex: Approved and anticipated TPFQ tasks related to bark and wood packaging

The scope and purpose of the TPFQ is described in its specifications as:

The Technical Panel on forest quarantine will deal with technical matters regarding forest quarantine issues. It will review relevant technical and scientific information to provide guidance to the SC as requested on development, amendment and revision of standards.

The specifications for the TPFQ include the following tasks:

The Technical Panel should:

•
identify the extent to which the work of this panel overlaps with the work of other groups, such as the EWG on debarking of wood, the TP on phytosanitary treatments and relevant research groups, and ensure coordination with these groups to prevent duplication of work

•
analyse existing research data and identify knowledge gaps relating to the pest risks of bark remaining on wood and wood packaging material and make proposals to the Standards Committee

The draft specifications for the proposed revision of ISPM No. 15 currently include in the scope the following statement:

The purpose of this revision is to . . . make other revisions as appropriate based on new information that may be available on existing treatments, alternative treatments, and pest risks from bark.

These draft specifications include two tasks relating directly and indirectly to the risks presented by bark on wood packaging material as follows:

The expert drafting group should:

•
Review information on the pest risks related to bark on wood packaging, and modify the standard as appropriate

•
Review information on pest risks related to re-infestation of wood packaging, and modify the standard as appropriate
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