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DRAFT SPECIFICATION FOR MEMBER CONSULTATION

Title: Forest pest surveys
Reason for the standard: Standardised methods for surveys for forest pests are of importance for exporting and importing countries and their respective NPPOs. Survey activities undertaken in accordance with internationally-agreed practices would be conducive to official inspection activities and the international recognition of pest-free areas and, hence, contribute to reducing risk and facilitating trade. This work could take the form of a new independent standard, or as an annex providing standardised methods for forest pest-specific surveys will be an important and valuable complement to ISPM No. 6, Guidelines for Surveillance.

Scope and purpose: Either an independent standard, or as an annex or a series of annexes (to ISPM No. 6, Guidelines for Surveillance) will be developed specifically to provide guidelines for surveys for forest pests suitable for application primarily in relation to temperate and cultivated forests, to address broad categories of organisms, e.g., fungal pathogens, nematodes, Lepidoptera, bark beetles, and Cerambycids. This standard/these annexes should assist contracting parties and NPPOs in meeting their obligations for surveillance.

Tasks: The expert drafting group should:

1. Consider and recommend whether this work should be in the format of an independent standard, or as an annex (or series of annexes) to ISPM No. 6;

2. Identify appropriate broad categories of forest pests for which specific guidance on surveys is appropriate and will be provided (e.g., fungal pathogens, nematodes, Lepidoptera, bark beetles, and Cerambycids in temperate and cultivated forests);

3. Consider and decide whether, due to specific applicability of certain methods to specific organisms from within a category, and key differences in their biology, some organisms within broad groups (like fungal pathogens) may need to be treated separately with, in the case of an independent standard, devoted/dedicated chapter or sections, or, in the case of including this work as a part of ISPM No. 6, either in separate annexes to be included in ISPM No. 6 or under separate heading in a single annex on forest pests;

4. Consider and describe situations in which conducting surveys is feasible (i.e. indicate difficult or problematic survey scenarios such as tropical forests with very high biodiversity);

5. Describe appropriate specific survey methodology for these groups of pests, considering where applicable:

· Seasonal timing considerations

· Specific sampling patterns and plans.

· Statistical considerations with regard to sample size and the number of samples for a region

· Types of traps, lures, pheromones, etc., and recommended spacing (if appropriate)

· Host plant, symptoms for detection

· Use of non-quarantine indicator species to determine pest prevalence 

· Wood type and material for inspection (including symptoms of vector activity), sampling procedures and testing

· Soil sampling criteria (if appropriate, depending on lifecycles of the pests concerned)

· Listings of recommended types of diagnostic procedures (individual diagnostic protocols are developed by the Technical Panel on Diagnostic Protocols)

· Pest-specific concerns to be considered prior to and during survey

· Uniform reporting and recording templates

· Other methodology as appropriate.

Provision of resources: Funding for the meeting is provided by the IPPC Secretariat (FAO). As recommended by ICPM-2 (1999), whenever possible, those participating in standard setting activities voluntarily fund their travel and subsistence to attend meetings. Participants may request financial assistance, with the understanding that resources are limited and the priority for financial assistance is given to developing country participants.

Steward: Greg Wolff, Steward for the Technical Panel on Forest Quarantine.

Collaborator: To be determined.

Expertise: Expertise on forest crop protection as contained in the Technical Panel on Forest Quarantine.

Participants: Technical Panel on Forest Quarantine.

Approval: Added to the work programme of the TPFQ by the Standards Committee in November 2006. Specification approved for member consultation by the Standards Committee in November 2007.

References: The IPPC (1997), ISPM No. 6, Guidelines for surveillance, other standards and international agreements as may be applicable to the tasks, discussion papers submitted in relation to this work.

Discussion papers: Participants and interested parties are encouraged to submit discussion papers to the IPPC Secretariat (ippc@fao.org) for consideration by the expert drafting group.
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