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DRAFT SPECIFICATION
Title for the standard

Minimizing the risk of quarantine pests associated with stored products in international trade.
Reason for the standard

In international trade, stored products may be a pathway for introducing and spreading quarantine pests to new areas in different ways. Storage, over time, may allow the continued development and/or multiplication of some quarantine pests in stored products leading to an increased risk of introduction and spread of such pests when products are subsequently traded internationally. A standard is needed to provide guidance on appropriate handling and storage conditions for relevant stored products to minimize the risks of these quarantine pests.
Scope and purpose
This standard should address the role of storage as a risk factor for the subsequent introduction and spread of quarantine pests when stored products are traded internationally. The standard should identify important quarantine pests that may develop or multiply during the storage of stored products, including storage during transport. It will provide recommended phytosanitary measures that will minimize the risks of quarantine pests for the main categories of relevant stored products. The contamination by quarantine pests in stored products is not covered by the scope of this specification.
Tasks
The expert working group (EWG) should:
(1) identify quarantine pests that develop and multiply in stored products during storage, and identify the relevant types of stored products

(2) describe the typical storage conditions for the relevant stored products (e.g. O2/CO2 ratio, humidity, temperature, location, hygiene, stacking, bagging) that contribute to the development and multiplication of these quarantine pests

(3) identify the suitable storage conditions, including measures against infestation, that will minimize the risk of pest development and multiplication for the relevant stored products and quarantine pests

(4) consider and describe, if appropriate, how storage during transport may affect risks of these quarantine pests

(5) describe the types of storage treatments and handling procedures that will minimize the risk of pest development and multiplication for the relevant stored products and quarantine pests

(6) consider whether the new ISPM could affect in a specific way (positively or negatively) the protection of biodiversity and the environment, and if so, the impact should be identified, addressed and clarified in the ISPM

(7) identify the possibility of cross-contamination by the relevant quarantine pests within the storage environment and identify appropriate safeguarding measures 

(8) consider whether the guidance produced is best presented as a standard or in some other form (e.g. a manual)

(9) clarify, if necessary, the relationship between this specification and the topic of international movement of grain

analyse whether there is sufficient information available to deal with quarantine pests associated with storage products.
Provision of resources
Funding for the meeting is provided by the IPPC Secretariat (FAO) except where expert participation is voluntarily funded by the expert’s government. As recommended by ICPM-2 (1999), whenever possible, those participating in standard setting activities voluntarily fund their travel and subsistence to attend meetings. Participants may request financial assistance, with the understanding that resources are limited and the priority for financial assistance is given to developing country participants.
Expertise

Five to seven phytosanitary and/or storage experts who have experience in one or more of the following: 

· phytosanitary regulation

· quarantine pests of stored products

· the control of quarantine pests of stored products

· relevant aspects of other standards and draft standards.
References
The IPPC, relevant ISPMs and other national, regional and international standards and agreements as may be applicable to the tasks, and discussion papers submitted in relation to this work. Consider if there is existing guidance or manuals on stored products.
Discussion papers
Participants and interested parties are encouraged to submit discussion papers to the IPPC Secretariat (ippc@fao.org) for consideration by the expert drafting group.
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