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Our Ref.:
     
Your Ref.:
     
14 December 2009

To: National Plant Protection Organizations and Regional Plant Protection Organizations

Dear Sir/Madam,

Draft Specifications
1 – Experimental protocol to determine host status of fruits to fruit fly (Tephritidae) infestation
2 – General Guidelines for Inspection Manuals
3 – Minimizing pest movement by sea containers and conveyances in international trade
4 – Minimizing the risk of quarantine pests associated with stored products in international trade
Attached are copies of the draft specifications listed above. These draft specifications have been developed by nominated experts selected by the Standards Committee. The Standards Committee, at its session in November 2009, reviewed these draft specifications and approved them for member consultation. 

Submission of comments using the provided templates
Templates are available for submission of comments. Electronic versions of the templates can be downloaded from the IPP at https://www.ippc.int/index.php?id=108155   or can be obtained by e-mail from the IPPC Secretariat on request to IPPC@fao.org. The instructions are provided at the end of each template. Please follow these instructions as closely as possible and in particular follow the instructions regarding the paragraph numbering in order to ensure that the comments submitted in the template align with the numbering in the draft standards. 

The templates completed with comments should be submitted to the Secretariat by e-mail to IPPC@fao.org. Comments should be submitted through the IPPC contact point, and e-mails should contain sufficient information so that this can be verified.

In addition, for the purpose of facilitating the compilation of comments, if the comments submitted are exactly identical to those submitted by another contracting party or RPPO, it would be very helpful if this could be indicated in a letter or e-mail that accompanies the templates of comments.
Deadlines
In order for Standards Committee members to be able to examine the comments in advance of their meeting, it would be appreciated if comments would be submitted to the Secretariat well before the deadline. The official deadline for comments is 13 February 2010. 

We look forward to your input on these important draft standards.

Yours sincerely,
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Brent Larson

Standards Officer

International Plant Protection Convention Secretariat
A list of enclosures is on the next page.
ENC: 

· Guidelines for the submission of comments on draft Specifications
· Draft Specifications:  

1 – Experimental protocol to determine host status of fruits to fruit fly (Tephritidae) infestation

2 – General Guidelines for Inspection Manuals

3 – Minimizing pest movement by sea containers and conveyances in international trade

4 – Minimizing the risk of quarantine pests associated with stored products in international trade
CC: All FAO Representations in member countries.
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