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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
Fifth Session

Rome, 22-26 March 2010

A Guide to Phytosanitary Forestry Practices and International Standards
Agenda Item 12.6 of the Provisional Agenda
1.
The FAO Forest Assessment, Management and Conservation Division (FOM) has commissioned the development of a publication which aims to provide the forestry sector with clear and concise guidance on forest health practices including prevention of movement of invasive species which may cause harm to forests. The publication is being developed by a multi-disciplinary group of scientists, national plant protection officials and forest sector representatives and is being supported by the Secretariat of the International Plant Protection Convention. The collaboration between FOM and the IPPC Secretariat has been formalized by shared unit goals in FAO’s performance management system. These shared goals recognize the importance, and encourage positive action, in fully accessing and implementing the IPPC and related International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPMs) in forestry activities.
2.
The publication titled “A Guide to Phytosanitary Forestry Practices and International Standards” is divided into four sections:
· Simplified guidance on good forest health practices from planting through harvesting to fibre production and international marketing of forest products.
· Simplified information on the risks and phytosanitary measures associated with trade in forest products.
· Guidance using forestry-relevant terminology on the existing International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPMs).
· Appropriate international examples of the implementation and application of the ISPMs relevant to forestry.
3.
The guide is not intended to replace, amend or cover all details contained in the ISPMs but to provide simplified, forestry-relevant text on phytosanitary concepts (e.g. phytosanitary certification, pest risk analysis, determination of pest status, surveillance, systems approaches) for use by those working outside of the NPPO community and in support of NPPO activities.
4.
An initial draft of the guide has been completed. The draft guide will soon be forwarded from the development team to selected reviewers for their comments.  A second broader review by foresters, industry representatives and others, including IPPC contact points, will commence in about April 2010. It should be noted that the guide is a product of FAO Forestry Division and as such will not be part of IPPC consultation and adoption processes. However, developers are keen to obtain NPPO comments through the development team's consultation process. Once comments have been received, reviewed and incorporated if appropriate, the text will be finalized by the Forestry development team for presentation to the twentieth Session of the Committee on Forestry (COFO) in October 2010 for endorsement.
5.
FOM proposes to distribute the guide as both a booklet and in electronic format in October 2010. Following distribution of the guide, FOM plans to establish several regional workshops to promote the use of the guide, particularly in developing countries.
	This document is printed in limited numbers to minimize the environmental impact of FAO's processes and contribute to climate neutrality. Delegates and observers are kindly requested to bring their copies to meetings and to avoid asking for additional copies. 
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