Specification No. 7: Irradiation as a treatment for phytosanitary purposes

Description of the purpose of the standard: 

This standard is to provide technical guidance for the evaluation, adoption, and use of irradiation as a phytosanitary treatment. It is designed to encourage consistency by providing essential information concerning the technical and operational aspects of using irradiation as a treatment for plant pests. 

Scope: 

Draft a new ISPM on the use of irradiation as a treatment for phytosanitary purposes. The use of irradiation to produce sterile organisms for sterile insect release, preserve commodities or enhance quality, or for any purpose other than a phytosanitary treatment, will be outside the scope of this standard. The standard should not encourage or discourage the adoption or use of irradiation as a treatment. 

Tasks:

Review existing standard(s), draft standards and other technical information available on the application of irradiation as a phytosanitary treatment. Formulate a standard that provides guidance on the evaluation, adoption and use of irradiation treatments, including in particular the policy, efficacy and operational information which may be unique for irradiation as opposed to other treatments procedures. Prepare an appendix of the currently approved treatments for phytosanitary purposes.

Provision of resources: 

Funding must be provided from extrabudgetary resources. Expert participation may be voluntarily funded by the expert’s government.
Proposed work programme: Expert Working Group 5-9 November 2001 in Mexico City, Mexico

Steward: to be determined

Collaborator: International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

Expertise: 5-7 phytosanitary experts familiar with phytosanitary treatments. Expertise in irradiation technology, in particular as regards phytosanitary treatments will also be helpful.

Participants: to be determined(including food safety experts)

Approval: Third Session of the Interim Standards Committee, May 2001

References: NAPPO standard; IAEA draft standards, meeting reports, and recommendations.
