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Draft ISPM: REQUIREMENTS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT, MAINTENANCE AND VERIFICATION

OF AREAS OF LOW PEST PREVALENCE
Please use this table for sending country comments to the IPPC Secretariat (ippc@fao.org). See instructions on how to use this template at the end of the table. Following these will greatly facilitate the compilation of comments and the work of the Standards Committee
	1. Section
	2. Country
	3. Type of comment
	4. Location
	5. Proposed rewording
	6. Explanation

	General comments
	
	
	
	
	

	Specific comments
	
	
	
	
	

	TITLE OF THE DRAFT
	
	
	
	
	

	INTRODUCTION
	
	
	
	
	

	SCOPE 
	
	
	
	
	

	REFERENCES 
	
	
	
	
	

	DEFINITIONS 
	Nepal
	Technical
	Definitions : delimiting survey
	Under this : 

Survey conducted to establish the boundaries of an area considered to be infested by or free from a target (specified) pest [FAO, 1990]
	The goal is to make free from a target pest,

	
	,,
	,,
	Definitions : Official          
	Under this :

Established, authorized directed or performed by a National Plant Protection Organization [FAO, 1990]
	The work clarifies the sentence.

	
	,,
	,,
	Definitions :  Pest Free Area 
	Substantive addition :

An area kept free from a specific pest or in which a specific pest does not occur as demonstrated by scientific evidence and in which, where appropriate, this condition is being officially maintained [FAO, 1995]
	The addition clarifies the sentence.

	
	,,
	,,
	Definitions : surveillance 
	Under this, change to read, it describes : 

An official Combined process which collects confirms documents and records data on pest occurrence or absence by survey, monitoring or other procedures [CEPM, 1996] for the purpose of establishing and maintaining a valid and reliable pest distribution database for any particular area.
	The change clarifies the definition as NPPO needs valid and reliable database.

	
	,,
	,,
	Definitions :  survey       
	Under this, add another words : 

An official procedure conducted over a defined period of time to determine the characteristics of a pest population or to determine which species occur in an area [FAO, 1990; revised CEPM, 1996] survey may be performed for the purposes of detection, delimitation, or verification.
	In most cases, survey will be done for specific purpose.

	OUTLINE OF REQUIREMENTS 
	
	
	
	
	


	REQUIREMENTS
	
	
	
	
	

	1. Background
	
	
	
	
	

	1.1 Description of an area of low pest prevalence (ALPP)
	
	
	
	
	

	1.2 Benefits of areas of low pest prevalence
	
	
	
	
	

	1.3 Distinction between a pest free area and an area of low pest prevalence
	Nepal
	Technical
	Background : Distinction between a pest free area
	Under this, substantive addition :

The main difference between an ALPP and a PFA is that the presence of the pest below a specified population level is accepted in an ALPP, whereas the pest is absent from the PFA. When the pest is present in an area, the choice of establishing an ALPP or PFA as a risk management option will depend on the characteristics of the pest, its distribution in the country and the overall feasibility of the programme. The main security of the ALPP is that specific phytosanitary measures are applied more intensively.
	This makes it clearer that phytosanitary measures should apply in places of production.

	1.4 Bilateral operational plans
	,,
	,,
	Background : Bilateral operational plans
	Under this :

In some cases an operational plan based on a bilateral agreement may need to be developed if it is intended to use an ALPP as a basis for export or to trade with another country. An operational plan is an official document specifying the phytosanitary measures agreed to by the NPPOs of both importing and exporting countries. It is recommended that the exporting country consults with the importing country in the early stages of the process in order to ensure that importing country requirements are met.
	ALPP should be considered as a basis.

	2. Specific Requirements
	
	
	
	
	

	2.1 Establishment of an ALPP
	,,
	,,
	In specific requirement: Establishment of an ALPP
	Substantive addition : 

Low pest prevalence can occur naturally or be achieved through the development and application of phytosanitary measures aimed at control of the pest(s). Requirements such as field packing house and conveyance controls will vary depending on the commodity, target pests and intended market.
	Requirements may vary and clarifies the specific requirements.

	2.2 Geographic description
	
	
	
	
	

	2.3 Quality management system
	
	
	
	
	

	2.4 Phytosanitary procedures
	
	
	
	
	

	2.4.1 Surveillance activities
	Nepal
	Technical
	In specific requirement : Surveillance activities
	Technical clarification :

The NPPO where the ALPP is located should establish thresholdlevels for the specified pests (s). 

The status of the area and when appropriate of the buffer zpne, should be confirmed by surveillance (see ISPM No 6:) guidelines for surveillance) during appropriate periods of time and at a level of sensititity that will detect the specified pest (s) at the appropriate threshold. Surveillance should be conducted according to protocols for the specified pest (s).

Surveillance data should be documented to demonstrate that populations of the specified pest (s) do not exceed threshold levels in any areas of the proposed ALPP and include surveys of commercial, non commercial and wild holts. The surveillance data should be relevant to the life cycle of the specified pest (s).

When establishing an ALPP, technical reports of pest detections, phytosanitary procedures applies and results of the surveillance activities should be produced for at lease the previous year. However to supplement this information, data should be provided for as many years as possible, prior to the recognition of the ALPP. One year of data may be insufficient, depending on the biology, reproductive potential, and host range of the specified pest (s). The NPPO should established a quality control program for the survey to verify and document that all protocols (validation of detection techniques, visual inspection) are met. 
	This provides more clarifications regarding quality control programme for the phytosanitary procedures.

	2.4.2 Reducing pest(s) levels and maintaining low prevalence
	
	
	
	
	


	2.4.3 Reducing the risk of entry of specified pest(s)
	
	
	
	
	

	2.4.4 Emergency action plan
	,,
	,,
	In specific requirement : Emergency action plan
	Substantive addition :
The NPPO …..  phytosanitary procedures. The importing country should be notified immediately upon initiation of the emergency action plan.
	The importing country will rely on emergency action plan of exporting country.

	2.5 Verification of an area of low pest prevalence
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Maintenance of an Area of Low Pest Prevalence
	,,
	,,
	Maintenance of an are of low pest prevalence
	Under this :

Once an ALPP is established, the NPPO should maintain the established quality management system, and continue following phytosanitary procedures and movement control directed at the target pests and keep records. Records should be retained for at least the two previous years or as long as necessary to support the programme.
	The addition clarifies the sentence as phytosanitary procedures and movement control should be directed at the specific pests.

	4. Change in the Status of an Area of Low Pest Prevalence
	,,
	,,
	Change in the status of an area of low pest prevalence
	Substantive addition :

The main cause leading to a change in the status of the ALPP is the detection of the specified pest(s) at a level exceeding the threshold level within the ALPP. This should result in the implementation of the emergency action plan as specified in Section 2.4.4 of this standard. The emergency actions should be initiated as soon as possible after confirmation that the threshold level has been exceeded in the ALPP or detection of pest (s) during inspection of host products. A population level higher than the accepted threshold should result in increased levels of phytosanitary actions. Failure of the NPPO to take appropriate emergency actions will result in termination of the ALPP status
	Phytosanitary actions largely depend upon the level of threshold.

	5. Reinstatement of the Status of an Area of Low Pest Prevalence
	,,
	,,
	Reinstatement of the status of an area of low pest prevalence
	Under this :
If an ALPP is suspended, an investigation should be initiated to determine the cause of the failure. Corrective actions and additional safeguards should be implemented to prevent recurrence of the failure. The suspension of ASPP will remain in effect until it is demonstrated that populations are below the specified threshold level or that the other deficiencies have been corrected. Once the failure has been corrected and the integrity of the system is verified, the ALPP can be reinstated. NPPOs should act upon any obligation to report the change in status or suspension to trading partners that form part of bilateral arrangements that include the ALPP.
	Actions and additional safeguards should be included in order to make more practicable.

	Appendix 1 Elements required for establishment of an ALPP for some insects
	
	
	
	
	


Remarks : Change/Addition in the text written in bold letter.
