Specification No. 17 (1st revision)
Title: Debarking of wood and bark freedom

Reason for the standard:

Different interpretations by plant health authorities on what constitutes debarked and bark-free wood (partial or complete freedom/absence of bark on the finished product) often have an impact on the international trade of wood and wood products. Therefore, a standard is required to elaborate on what constitutes debarked and bark-free wood.  

Scope and purpose: 

The purpose of this standard is to provide a practical and useful description of what constitutes debarked and bark-free wood. This standard may, therefore, propose tolerances for bark in relation to the definitions of debarked and bark-free wood. 

Tasks:

The Expert Working Group (EWG) should:

1.
choose an appropriate title for the draft standard;

2.
develop criteria to determine whether wood is or is not debarked or bark-free;
3.
liaise with the Technical Panel on forest quarantine and other relevant EWGs regarding pest risks and results of research relating to debarking;

4.
if appropriate, estimate pest risks associated with remaining bark after debarking (for example, thickness, size of individual patches etc.);
5.
provide on site, visual inspection methodology for assessing bark amounts on wood including estimating surface area and thickness of bark present (which  may be similar to keys for assessing area of leaf infection);

6.
propose tolerances for the presence of bark (area and thickness) on wood in cases where debarking is required;

7.
discuss whether this draft standard should be a stand-alone standard or a component of an existing standard (e.g. a supplement to the glossary);

8.
consider the existing grading standards and manufacturing practices associated with removal of bark to ensure the standard is practical and widely applicable;

9.
review the current glossary definitions for bark-free wood and debarking and any other relevant definitions and propose revisions as necessary.

Provision of resources: Funding for meetings is provided from the regular programme of the IPPC Secretariat (FAO) except where expert participation is funded voluntarily by the expert’s government.

Steward: Ringolds Arnitis.

Collaborators: EPPO.

Expertise of EWG: Phytosanitary, lumber grading and/or inspection experience. 6-8 experts. 

Participants: To be determined. It is recommended that the EWG includes some experts from the Technical Panel on forest quarantine.

Approval: Introduced into the work programme by the ICPM at its sixth session in April 2004. Specification reviewed by the extraordinary working group of the Standards Committee meeting in July 2004 and approved by the SC in November 2004. Specification reviewed by the Technical Panel on Forest Quarantine in March 2005. 1st revision approved by the SC in April 2005. 
References: Relevant ISPMs and specifications; Plant Pathology or similar journals that have visual keys such as those for assessing surface area of leaf infection; national lumber grading standards.

