Fast-track standard setting process
(adopted at ICPM 6)

The following recommendations by the Informal Working Group on Strategic Planning and Technical Assistance for a fast-track standard setting process are structured to correspond with the relevant chapters in the report of the Focus group on standard setting. Numbers in square brackets at the end of each heading identify the corresponding section in the Focus Group report.

1.
Recommendations for criteria on the application of a fast track procedure [4.1.]

1. The fast track system should be used:

a)
Where specific technical material and resources are available or simple to develop.

b)
Where non-concept or technical standards of potential global interest that are approved by RPPOs or other organizations are available.

c)
Where technical annexes to concept and other existing standards are needed.

d)
For minor revisions to existing standards where these revisions are not of a conceptual nature.

e)
Where specifically authorized by ICPM.

2.
Recommendation on the drafting of ISPMs [4.2.1.]

1. The Informal Working Group on Liaison with Research and Educational Organizations should investigate ways to coordinate and create linkages with relevant organizations that could assist in developing technical standards. 

3.
Recommendations for a fast track procedure [4.2.2.]

1. ICPM specifies subject areas for the fast track procedure (such as diagnostic, seed pathology, specific pest free areas, organism or commodity specific standards or treatments).

2. Technical panels are formed on the specific subject areas endorsed by the ICPM according to the rules endorsed for forming expert working groups.

3. SC sets specifications that provide general guidance on the technical standards required (e.g. format, type of information required, method of dealing with uncertainties etc.).

4. Technical panels work to the specifications set by SC. 

5. Technical panel submits specific draft standards, via the Secretariat, to the SC at any time.

6. As far as possible SC clears these (check that they are in the correct format and that they meet the specifications) by email.

7. The Secretariat sends draft standards that have been cleared by the SC to all ICPM Members in appropriate official FAO languages.

8. If no formal objections are received after 100 days then the standard is included on the agenda for the next ICPM plenary session for adoption without discussion.

9. If objections to adoption are raised at ICPM then ICPM would need to decide to either try and resolve them in the current ICPM session or refer them back to the Secretariat and Standards Committee for further work.

10. If one or more formal objections are received during the 100 day consultation period, the Secretariat tries to resolve the issue(s) with the country(ies) concerned, and if these issues are resolved without change to the draft text, submits the standard to the ICPM for adoption without discussion.

11. If the issues cannot be resolved, the Secretariat requests the SC examine the comments and modify the standard if needed in consultation with the relevant technical panel.

12. The revised standard is placed on the agenda for the next ICPM meeting for discussion and adoption in the normal manner.

4.
Recommendation on the definition of a formal objection

1. A formal objection should be a technically supported objection to the adoption of the draft standard in its current form, sent through the official contact point (IPPC contact point or if not available, FAO contact point). The Secretariat would not make any judgement about the validity of the objection – an objection with some technical discussion of the issue would be accepted as a formal objection. 

