Dear Doctor Palomino:
As per the exercise reviewing the draft ISPMs during the video conference we had last September 23 with you, the Secretariat of the Andean Community and the other parties (Venezuela, Ecuador, Bolivia and Peru); there were three long hours and something, but I think it was enriching for everyone.  We had to harmonize our respected and well deliberated technical analysis.

We have two commitments to send our observations about the standards:

1.  Requirements for the submission of phytosanitary treatments
2.  Requirements for the establishment and maintenance of pest free areas for tephritid fruit flies
3.  The new title proposed at the workshop in Chile is:

Guidelines for the establishment and maintenance of areas free of tephritid fruit flies
Colombia chooses or accepts the title:

Guidelines for the establishment and maintenance of areas free of tephritid fruit flies

Under terms:

Detection: Process by which an organism is found. Accepted. 
Under Outline of Requirements 

We agree on eliminating the first paragraph, and on keeping the second and third paragraphs.

In short, after reviewing the draft standards which were corrected and adapted at the Workshop in Chile, and after capable experts and professionals had analyzed them, we consider that those revisions adjust to a better phytosanitary protection for the countries.  We accept the observations included in both draft standards and you, as the Secretariat, can make the technical observations that you consider necessary.

Hoping to receive your comments.

Sincerely,

Jorge E. Gomez Galue

Deputy Director, Agricultural Protection and Regulation

ICA Colombia   

