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Template for comments - Draft ISPMs for country consultation, 2005

Draft ISPM - REVISION OF ISPM No. 1: Principles for the protection of plant health

COMMENTS EC and its member states 2005 Country consultation  
Please use this table for sending country comments to the IPPC Secretariat (ippc@fao.org). See instructions on how to use this template at the end of the table. Following these will greatly facilitate the compilation of comments and the work of the Standards Committee

Please make sure that the cell "country name" is filled for each row of comments

	1. Section
	2. Country
	3. Type of comment
	4. Location
	5. Proposed rewording
	6. Explanation

	General comments
	EC
	TECHNICAL
	Throughout 
	‘Principles’
	At several locations, the double-term ‘principles and concepts’ is used, whereas the section main title is simply ‘PRINCIPLES’. ‘Principles’ should be used throughout instead of ‘Principles and concepts’.

	
	EC
	TECHNICAL
	In section 2, reword all references
	‘Relevant Articles in the IPPC (1997) include:’
’Relevant ISPMs include:’ 
	To be less exclusive.

	REFERENCES 
	
	
	
	Include full list of ISPMs
	References to ISPMs in the text should be mentioned under this heading. Furthermore,

all ISPMs are relevant for this standard

	OUTLINE OF REQUIREMENTS 
	
	SUBSTANTIAL
	last sentence
	replace "timely action" by "prompt action"

delete "administrative delays"
	see point 2.2.6.

new concept. Nothing in the IPPC refers to administrative delays. 


	Background
	EC
	EDITORIAL
	Last para 
	1st sentence delete “in phytosanitary” insert “of phytosanitary”
	

	Background
	EC
	SUBSTANTIAL 
	Last para 
	Delete 3rd sentence

4th sentence They should be
	The wording ‘additional guidance’ in 3rd sentence is problematic, giving the impression of an interpretation of the Convention. 

	1.5 Transparency
	EC
	TECHNICAL
	Add new 3rd bullet
	· “…establish and update lists of regulated pests, using scientific names, and make such lists available to the Secretary, to ….” (Article VII.2i)  
	Important aspect of transparency

	1.6 Harmonization
	EC
	SUBSTANTIAL
	Last sentence
	Contracting parties should, “... take into account, as appropriate, international standards when undertaking activities related to this Convention.” (Article X.4). 
	"undue delay" is not explicitly stated in the IPPC and creates unnecessary confusion the wording in the IPPC i.e.’take into account, as appropriate’.

	1.7 Non-discrimination
	EC
	EDITORIAL
	Para 3, sentence 1
	In this  regard….
	Proper wording

	1.8 Technical justification
	EC
	TECHNICAL
	Add quote & reference to Art. VI.1b before the quote of Art. VII.
	Include a quote and a reference to Art. VI.1b
b) limited to what is necessary to protect plant health and/or safeguard the intended

use and can be technically justified by the contracting party concerned.


	Important article with regard to technical justification.

	2. Operational principles and concepts
	EC
	EDITORIAL
	1st Sentence
	Operational principles are applied in the implementation of the IPPC (1997).
	Superfluous.

	2. Operational principles and concepts
	EC
	SUBSTANTIAL
	2nd  sentence
	They may be subdivided into three categories: principles for the establishment of phytosanitary measures; for the practical implementation of those measures; and for the administration of official phytosanitary systems’
	‘official’ important distinction here, to distinguish from other phytosanitary systems

	2.1.1 Pest risk analysis
	EC
	TECHNICAL
	1ST sentence
	NPPOs should, when performing pest risk analysis, base it on biological or other scientific and economic evidence, following the relevant ISPMs. 


	Art. IV 2f stipulates that NPPOs are responsible for the conduct of PRA

	2.1.1 Pest risk analysis
	EC
	EDITORIAL
	2nd sentence
	In doing this  threats to biodiversity resulting from effects on plants should also be taken into account.
	

	2.1.1 Pest risk analysis
	EC
	TECHNICAL
	Text in italics
	Relevant Articles in the IPPC (1997) include: II and IV.2f  
Relevant ISPMs include: No. 2, No.5 Supplement 2,  No. 11. No. 21 & supplement ISPM no. 5
	List all relevant articles and ISPMs. 


	2.1.3 Recognition of pest free areas and areas of low pest prevalence
	EC
	SUBSTANTIAL
	Delete text following last comma
	Contracting parties should ensure that their phytosanitary import requirements take into account the status of areas as designated by the NPPOs of the exporting country  where a regulated pest does not occur or occurs with low prevalence., 
	1. ‘By using the provisions…’ creates the impression that there is an obligation to use those ISPMs. It suffices to mention the relevant ISPMs as has been done in italics.
2. Important to also consider designations by the NPPO of the exporting country.

	2.1.3 Recognition of pest free areas and areas of low pest prevalence
	EC
	TECHNICAL
	As part of text in italics, add.
	ISPM 8 Pest status
	List all relevant ISPMs

	2.1.4 Equivalence
	EC
	Substantial
	Reformulate
	‘Importing contracting parties should recognize  alternative phytosanitary measures proposed by exporting countries as equivalent when those measures are demonstrated to achieve the appropriate level of protection of the importing contracting party. ’

Relevant ISPMs include: ISPM No 24 (…).
	Bring wording in line with ISPM 24

Achieving ‘the appropriate level of protection’ is in line with ISPM 24

‘By application…’ creates the impression that there is an obligation to use ISPM 24. It suffices to mention the relevant ISPM as has been done in italics

	2.2.1 Emergency measures
	EC
	TECHNICAL
	Adjust, Include foot note.
	Contracting parties may adopt emergency actions when faced with a new or unexpected phytosanitary risk.*
Emergency measures should be temporary in their application. The continuance of the measures should be evaluated as soon as possible, to ensure that  it is justified.
Relevant Articles in the IPPC (1997) include VII.6.


* The term emergency actions in Article VII.6 of the IPPC (1997) is interpreted to include emergency measures  as defined in ISPM No. 5.
	In line with IPPC Art. VII.6



	2.2.2 Phytosanitary certification
	EC
	TECHNICAL
	Following text in italics, add.
	Relevant ISPMs include: No. 7 and No. 12
	List all relevant ISPMs

	2.2.3 Phytosanitary integrity and security of consignments
	EC
	EDITORIAL
	Quote in italics
	Put quote in full from Art. IV.2g.
“ensure through appropriate procedures that the phytosanitary security of consignments after certification regarding composition, substitution is maintained prior to export.”
	Avoid confusion

	2.2.4 Surveillance
	EC
	TECHNICAL
	Text in italics
	Relevant Articles in the IPPC (1997): IV.2b, VII.2j and IV.2b.
Relevant ISPMs include: No. 6 and No. 8
	List all relevant articles and ISPMs

	2.2.5 Pest reporting
	EC 
	TECHNICAL
	Following text in italics, add.
	Relevant ISPMs include: No. 17
	List all relevant ISPMs

	2.2.6 Timely action 
	EC
	EDITORIAL
	Title
	Prompt action
	Proper wording. “Timely”  means: ‘at the appropriate time’. In line with article VII.2.e of the IPPC.

	2.3.3 Administrative delays
	EC
	SUBSTANTIAL
	Delete whole section
	
	No basis for this in any of the ISPMs or Articles of the IPPC.

	2.3.4 Notification of non-compliance 
	EC 
	TECHNICAL
	Following text in italics, add.
	Relevant ISPMs include: No. 13
	List all relevant ISPMs

	2.3.5 Information exchange
	EC
	TECHNICAL
	
	Add indent:

‘Technical and biological information necessary for PRA (Article VIII.1c)’
	Important aspect


