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Draft ISPM: diagnostic protocols for regulated pests
Please use this table for sending country comments to the IPPC Secretariat (ippc@fao.org). See instructions on how to use this template at the end of the table. Following these will greatly facilitate the compilation of comments and the work of the Standards Committee
Please make sure that the cell "country name" is filled for each row of comments

	1. Section
	2. Country
	3. Type of comment
	4. Location
	5. Proposed rewording
	6. Explanation

	BACKGROUND
	Japan
	technical/substantive


	Add sub-title after Para3.
Add new para after new sub-title as new Para4.
Move from Sentence 3 and 4 under SCOPE and  Para3 under REQUIREMENTS

Add new para as new Para5. 
Move from Para1 under REQUIREMENTS

Add new para as new Para6. 

Move from Para2 under REQUIREMENTS


	Purpose of diagnostic protocols
Diagnostic protocols describe procedures and methods for the detection and identification of pests that are regulated by contracting parties and relevant for international trade. These protocols provide the minimum requirements, which may be a single method or a combination of methods, for reliable diagnosis of the relevant pests. Diagnostic protocols also provide additional methods to cover the full range of circumstances for which a diagnostic protocol may be used. The level of sensitivity, specificity and reproducibility of each method is indicated, where appropriate. NPPOs may use these criteria to determine the method or combination of methods that are appropriate for the relevant circumstances. Diagnostic protocols are addressed to diagnostician/diagnostic laboratories performing official tests as part of phytosanitary measures and may also be used in accreditation of laboratories.
Diagnostic protocols may be used in different circumstances that may require test methods with different characteristics. These circumstances may include:

-
routine diagnosis of a pest widely established in a country

-
general surveillance for pest status

-
testing of material for compliance with certification schemes

-
surveillance for latent infection by pests 

-
surveillance as part of an eradication scheme

-
detection of a pest in an area where it is not known to occur

-
cases where a laboratory detects a pest for the first time
-
detection of a pest in a consignment originating in a country where the pest is declared to be absent.
In circumstances such as routine diagnosis, the speed and cost of a test method may be more relevant than sensitivity or specificity, whereas the first detection of a pest in a laboratory or area may require methods with a high level of specificity and reproducibility.
	“Purpose of diagnostic protocol” is better in Requirements than in Background.

	1. Purpose of diagnostic protocols
	Japan
	technical/substantive


	Move to BACKGROUND.
	All 
	“Purpose of diagnostic protocol” is better in Requirements than in Background.

	2. Content of Diagnostic Protocols
	Japan
	technical/substantive


	Title
	1. Content of diagnostic protocols
	Renumbering according to rearrangement of Requirement.

	3. Structure and Content of a Diagnostic Protocol
	Japan
	technical/substantive


	Title.
	2. Structure and content of a diagnostic protocol
	Renumbering according to rearrangement of Requirement.

	3.1 Introduction
	Japan
	technical/substantive


	Title
Para1, Sentence1.
	2.1 Introduction
Brief information is provided on the pest, its morphology appearance, relationship with other organisms, host range (in general), effects on hosts, geographical distribution (in general), and vectors, and variation(morphological and/or biological) where appropriate.
	Renumbering according to rearrangement of Requirement.
Add the underlined sentence as follows:

As biological variations are known, such as Gypsy moth, among the same species from the quarantine point of view, those information should be included.

	3.2 Taxonomic information
	
	technical/substantive


	Title.
	2.2 Taxonomic information
	Renumbering according to rearrangement of Requirement.

	3.3 Detection
	
	technical/substantive


	Title
	2.3 Detection
	Renumbering according to rearrangement of Requirement.

	
	Japan
	technical/substantive


	Add new section.
	2.4 Detection records
This section provides following useful information for identification at the detection 

- Sample code or reference number

- Plece, date, detection method
- Related information (host plant, part, symptom)
	The information on these items is important for precise identification.

	3.4 Identification
	Japan
	technical/substantive


	Title.
	 2.5 Identification
	Renumbering according to addition of new Section 2.4 and rearrangement of Requirement.

	3.5 Records
	Japan
	technical/substantive


	Title.
	2.6 Identification Rrecords
	Renumbering according to addition of new Section 2.4 and rearrangement of Requirement. For clarification of article.

	3.6 Contact points for further information
	Japan
	technical/substantive


	Title.
	2.7 Contact points for further information
	Renumbering according to addition of new Section 2.4 and rearrangement of Requirement.

	3.7 Acknowledgements
	Japan
	technical/substantive


	Title.
	2.8 Acknowledgements
	Renumbering according to addition of new Section 2.4 and rearrangement of Requirement.

	3.8 References
	Japan
	technical/substantive


	Title.
	2.9 References
	Renumbering according to addition of new Section 2.4 and rearrangement of Requirement.

	4. Publication of Diagnostic Protocols 
	Japan
	technical/substantive


	Title.
	3. Publication of diagnostic protocols
	Renumbering according to rearrangement of Requirement.
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