Template for comments - Draft ISPMs for country consultation, 2005

Draft ISPM: diagnostic protocols for regulated pests
Please use this table for sending country comments to the IPPC Secretariat (ippc@fao.org). See instructions on how to use this template at the end of the table. Following these will greatly facilitate the compilation of comments and the work of the Standards Committee
Please make sure that the cell "country name" is filled for each row of comments

	1. Section
	2. Country
	3. Type of comment
	4. Location
	5. Proposed rewording
	6. Explanation

	REFERENCES 
	USA
	Editorial
	
	
	Add “Guidelines for inspection” as a reference since diagnostic testing is also done as part of inspection. 

	DEFINITIONS 
	USA
	Technical
Technical
	“pest detection”
	Detection:  the discovery of a target pest / alternatively, the process of finding a target organism (delete “either in symptomatic or asymptomatic material”)
	There are two different definitions proposed in the current drafts for “detection” or “pest detection”.  See proposed definition for detection in the FF PFA draft.
Suggest that definitions for “sensitivity” and “specificity” be included—these are critical concepts in diagnostic testing and need to be defined to provide additional guidance in the standard.  They are mentioned in section 3.3. Sensitivity may be the true positive rate in the case of pathogens, or may also be the percentage of pests detected relative to the true infestation rate in the case of pests like insects.  Specificity would refer to the true negative rate of a test. 

	3.2 Taxonomic information
	USA
	Editorial
	1st dash point
	Add “if known” after “teleomorph name”
	The teleomorph name may not always be known. 

	3.4 Identification
	USA

	Technical
Editorial / technical

Editorial


	5th para, first sentence

Last para
	Change “Two main types” to “Several types”; include behavioural properties in addition to morphological and biochemical/molecular

Change “Methods for quick, presumptive” to “Methods for preliminary”.  Add another sentence “Such identifications should later be officially confirmed.”
	General comment in this section: the need for properly preserving and curating voucher specimens should be addressed, possibly in this section (or in records).  Voucher specimens or reference libraries (in the case of DNA samples) are essential for historical purposes and for confirming diagnoses. 
Some diagnoses may be based on behavioural differences such as geographic range, trapping behaviour (e.g. selective trapping), virulence or host range. This should also be elaborated in this section. 

Preliminary identifications should be officially confirmed by the NPPO.



	3.6 Contact points for further information
	
	
	
	
	Include the authors contact information. 


