Draft ISPM: diagnostic protocols for regulated pests

draft comments by seychelles – september 2005
	1. Section
	2. Country
	3. Type of comment
	4. Location
	5. Proposed rewording
	6. Explanation

	REFERENCES 
	Seychelles
	editorial
	
	Add reference to ISPM No. 9
	cited in the text

	DEFINITIONS 
	Seychelles
	technical/substantive
	new definitions
	define latent infection and asymptomatic
	suggest that need definitions

	DEFINITIONS 
	Seychelles
	technical/substantive
	pest detection
	The process of finding  a pest, either in symptomatic or asymptomatic material.
	It relates to the detection of a pest

	DEFINITIONS 
	Seychelles
	technical/substantive
	pest identification
	The process of ascertaining the taxonomic identity of a pest
	It relates to the identification of a pest

	OUTLINE OF REQUIREMENTS 
	Seychelles
	technical/substantive
	3rd sentence
	Diagnostic protocols contain the minimum requirements for reliable diagnosis of specified regulated pests and provide flexibility to ensure the methods are appropriate for the range of circumstances of use. 
	use of regulated is consistent with title

	BACKGROUND
	Seychelles
	technical/substantive
	1st paragraph, 1st sentence
	...effective action to prevent the introduction and spread of pests...
	introduction precedes the spread, and more logical to mention them in this order, even if convention mentions spread and introduction

	BACKGROUND
	Seychelles
	editorial
	1st paragraph, 2nd sentence
	Proper pest detection and pest identification are crucial...
	language

	BACKGROUND
	Seychelles
	editorial
	2nd paragraph, 3rd sentence
	The Interim Commission on Phytosanitary Measures at its Sixth session in 2004
	easier to refer to later

	1. Purpose of diagnostic protocols
	Seychelles
	technical substantive
	
	Laboratory procedures presented in the protocols may be adjusted to the standards of individual laboratories, provided that they are adequately validated or that proper positive and negative controls are included
	?Adequately validated is too vague. Should specify who is doing the validation.

	3. Structure and Content of a Diagnostic Protocol
	Seychelles
	technical/substantive
	After “records”
	Add in each protocol a Glossary of scientific terms
	Meaning of certain terms in protocols also need to be added

	3.1 Introduction
	Seychelles
	technical/substantive
	
	Relevant information is provided on the pest, its biology, its morphology, relationship with other organisms, host range (in general), effects on hosts, geographical distribution (in general) and modes of transmission (e.g. vectors), where appropriate. 
	1. not necessarily brief, but the relevant information needed should be provided

2. biology, morphology and modes of transmission are also important information which should be given in the introduction to the protocol



	3.3 Detection
	Seychelles
	technical/substantive
	6th bullet point
	methods for detecting the pest in the commodity (e.g. visual, hand lens)
	more correct

	3.3 Detection
	Seychelles
	technical/substantive
	last indent, 2nd sentence
	Make separate indent from the second sentence:  “methods for demonstrating the presence of the pest in asymptomatic plant material or other materials (e.g. soil or water), such as ELISA tests or culturing on selective media.”
	corresponds to a separate type of methods

	3.3 Detection
	Seychelles
	technical/substantive
	add last indent
	insert indent: “viability of the pest”
	non viable pest is not actionable, so need record of viability of pest (see also 3.5)

	3.4 Identification
	Seychelles
	technical/substantive
	2nd paragraph
	In cases where morphological methods can be reliably used but other appropriate methods have been developed... 
	are other methods, more feasible, than molecular

	3.4 Identification
	Seychelles
	technical/substantive
	6th paragraph, last sentence
	In these cases, methods are also provided for direct identification of pests using biochemical and/or molecular tests on asymptomatic material.
	could provide both types of tests

	3.4 Identification
	Seychelles
	editorial
	9th paragraph, 3rd sentence
	Cases where the inclusion of appropriate controls, including reference material, are essential (e.g. ELISA) and should be indicated.
	clarification

	3.5 Records
	Seychelles
	technical/substantive
	1st paragraph, 7th indent
	for morphological methods, measurements, drawings or photographs of the diagnostic features (where relevant), if applicable the developmental stage(s)
	may be several stages

	3.5 Records
	Seychelles
	technical/substantive
	1st paragraph, add new indent
	Add a new indent “viability of the pest”
	non viable pest is not actionable, so need record of viability of the pest.

Element to be taken into account when taking a decision following the diagnostic

	3.5 Records
	Seychelles
	technical/substantive
	2nd paragraph
	Culture(s) of the pest, preserved/mounted specimens or test materials (e.g. photograph of gels, ELISA plate printout results) should be retained, in particular, in cases of non-compliance and where pests are found for the first time (ISPM No. 13: Guidelines for the notification of non-compliance and emergency action)
	Material should be retained for other purposes than non compliance or first finding, even if are the main purposes

	3.5 Records
	Seychelles
	technical/substantive
	2nd paragraph, last sentence
	Additional information may be required under other ISPMs such as ISPM No. 8 (Determination of pest status in an area).
	clearer

	3.6 Glossary of scientific terms (new section)
	Seychelles
	technical/substantive
	add new 3.6 
	This section should indicate the meaning of the scientific words that are used in the protocol and that  are very specialized, or of uncommon usage.
	This is thought to be a necessary section in each protocol to facilitate understanding


