REPORT ON REGIONAL WORKSHOP FOR THE REVIEW OF DRAFT INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES,  

PORT OF SPAIN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO.  08-12 AUGUST 2005

Introduction 

The Regional workshop was sponsored by FAO to provide a forum for technical consultations and develop Country comments for five proposed International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures. The Standards are:

· Principles for the Protection of Plant Health

· Requirements for the Establishment and Maintenance of Pest Free Areas for Tephritid Fruit Flies

· Requirements for the Submission of Phytosanitary Treatments

· Diagnostic Protocols for Regulated Pests 

· Guidelines for Consignments in Transit

The Agenda for Workshop is given in Appendix 1.

Facilitators 

Facilitators for the Workshop were:

Dr Jeff Jones – Plant Quarantine Officer, IPPC Secretariat

Ms Reinouw Bast Tjeerde – Vice Chairperson, of the IPPC (Canada)

Dr Gene Pollard – Regional Plant Protection Officer, FAO Caribbean sub-region

Ms Carol Thomas – Standards Committee Member (Jamaica)

Participants

Five persons from the Ministry of Agriculture Lands and Marine Resources were among the attendees at the Workshop.  They were 

Dr Lilory McComie, Ag Director Agricultural Services

Dr Mario Fortune, Ag. Deputy Director Research, Crops (Observer)

Mr Sherwin Lewis Agricultural Officer II Plant Quarantine 

Mr Aldwyn Wellington, Agriculture Officer I, Plant Quarantine

Mr Joseph Seales, Entomologist 

There were also other participants from Trinidad and Tobago in addition to other Regional Participants.  The full list of Participants is given as Appendix II

Preparation and Submission of Country Comments

Guidelines for the preparation and submission of Country Comments are given in Appendix III. The following instructions should be noted:

1. Government should submit only one set of comments through the IPPC Official Contact Point.

2. Comments should be in the form of a matrix; using the format (templates) provided for each Standards.  Guidelines for completing these templates are provided with each template and is given in (Appendix IV)

3. The completed country comments (templates) should be sent to the IPPC Secretariat (IPPC@fao.org) electronically by 30 September 2005.  

Completed Country Comments

The Country Comments have been summarized in the templates according to the guidelines.  Hard copies and electronic copies as separate files have been attached for ease of use.  These are to be reviewed by the Plant Protection Committee particularly members who attended the workshop, for finalization before submission to the IPPC.  

Benefits of the Workshop

The Workshop was useful for many reasons as follows:

· It afforded an opportunity for capacity building

· It provided a forum for Regional Plant Quarantine Personnel to discuss and share information on matters of mutual interest

· It provided an opportunity for Trinidad and Tobago and the Region to participate in the Standard Setting processing either by lending support for the documents as they exist or by recommending various changes to the text that would reflect our thinking on the subject (s).

Proposals for International Plant Protection Standards

Several topics were proposed for consideration as International Phytosanitary Standards.  These were: 

Topics for New Standards
· Standard on IPPC principles for non-trade issues in relation to plant health

· Requirements for the establishment and recognition of phytosanitary laboratories

· Guidelines for handling and regulating international garbage (High priority)

· Guidelines for developing and implementing trace back mechanisms

· Guidelines for developing certification programmes

The following submission on Technical assistance was also noted;

· Rather than go for a standard, there is the PCE tool, which can be used to identify short falls in its phytosanitary system and use this to access technical assistance. 

· In this regard, it was therefore felt that we do not need a standard on technical assistance.

Lilory D. McComie

13 September 2005

