Japan’s comments on the proposed revision to Methyl Bromide (MB) Fumigation Schedule of Annex I of ISPM No.15 (Guidelines for regulating wood packaging material in international trade) 
Comment1:

Japan proposes to delete the “monitoring at 12 hours” from the proposed revised table.

Reason
Japan considers that gas concentration monitoring after 2, 4 and 24 hours of the initiation is frequent enough and that monitoring after 12 hours is unnecessary. It is because that, in general, the gas concentration during the fumigation treatment declines rapidly through 4 - 6 hours after the injection and declines moderately afterwards, and the effect of the treatment can be sufficiently scaled by monitoring after 24 hours of the initiation.   
Comment2:

Japan proposes to include the following text as an annotation to the proposed revision of the table. It is the same as the report of the Technical Panel on Forest Quarantine (TPFQ) held in Canada, 7-11 March 2005. Japan also proposes that the TPFQ deliberate practical figures of the initial dose rate and exposure time for compensation which is described below.
“It is recommended that the gas is circulated at the beginning of fumigation to achieve gas uniformity over the wood packaging material.  The minimum standard provided assumes near-optimal conditions during the fumigation process.  NPPO’s should consider increasing the initial dose rate or exposure time to compensate for the following:


-　wood packaging material temperature is less than the air temperature


-　fumigation undertaken under tarpaulin

-　available air space in fumigation chamber or tent is less than 20%


-　wood packaging material exceeds 200mm in minimum cross section　

-　other wood properties or environmental conditions that reduce the level of available methyl bromide in all or part of the wood packaging material to below target levels”
