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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

First Session

Rome, 3 – 7 April 2006
Additional Information on Activities of the Joint FAO/IAEA Division of Nuclear Techniques in Food and Agriculture Related to Phytosanitary Applications of Irradiation
Agenda Item 10.3 of the Provisional Agenda
1.
The Food and Environmental Protection Section of the Joint FAO/IAEA Division continues to support scientific studies related to the application of a minimum generic irradiation dose for the control of quarantined pests. These studies are being undertaken on the basis of recommendations arising from a consultants meeting, held with the participation of the IPPC, on the Use of Irradiation as a Quarantine Treatment (IAEA Headquarters, 10 – 14 May 2004).

2.
The FEP also continues to support its Member States through Technical Cooperation Projects and other programmes related to sustained capacity building in the use of irradiation as a quarantine treatment.  The use of irradiation as a quarantine treatment has been approved in over 20 countries worldwide, including its application on a commercial scale in the United States since 2000.  Other countries, including India, Mexico and Thailand, also have plans to apply irradiation as a quarantine treatment.

3.
The Joint Division looks forward to continuing its collaborative efforts with the IPPC in the development of technologies related to the application of irradiation for phytosanitary purposes.
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