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	Some NPPOs National Plant Protection Organizations (NPPOs) apply debarking or bark-freedom as a phytosanitary measure to manage the risk associated with the movement of wood. 
When the phytosanitary measures of debarking and rendering bark-free wood are considered insufficient to ensure that all pest risks are appropriately sufficiently managed, these measures may be applied in combination with other treatments.  
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	Debarking may be considered a sufficient requirement where it is significantly effective against pests that are known to be present in the country of origin and that are dependent on bark for some or all stages of their developmental life cycle.
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	In some cases where the smallest pieces of bark may present a risk, NPPOs may apply a requirement that the wood be bark-free as a phytosanitary measure where it is technically justified. These cases may include:

when wood that is subject to the application of another treatment and that treatment is insufficient to eliminate all pest risks, including re-infestation
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	The NPPO of the exporting country is responsible for the application of phytosanitary measures, required by the importing country, as well as the certification of exports and/or marking systems (if used) to verify compliance. 
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	For other species, of the signal families, the complete removal of bark may not be an appropriate phytosanitary measure where the insect completes its life cycle within the wood.
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